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PRELIMINARY. 



Denver, Colorado, August 9, 18^2, 



Sir F. B. Hill, Chairman of Committee on Arrangements, intro- 
duced Sir Knight J. L. Routt, Governor of the State of Colorado, 
who delivered the following address of welcome : 



Sir Frank B. Hill, Chairman of the Triennial Committee, addressed 
Grand Master Gobin with words of courteous greeting, welcoming him and 
the members of the Encampment to Denver. It was a pleasant duty for 
Chairman Hill to perform. The success of plans with which he had so 
much to do, both in conception and execution, had just been demonstrated. 
The congratulations of his Fraters had been hearty and profuse, and every- 
one said in sentiment *' Well done, good and faithful servant." 

Sir John L. Routt, Governor of Colorado, was then introduced by Sir 
Hill. He made a short speech of welcome, which was well received. 
Governor Routt rejoiced in the fact that the thousands of Templars of this 
country are in Colorado's precincts, and assured their official representa- 
tives that they were sure to be Hospitably received wherever they went, 
whether it be in city or mountain town, log cabin, or on the plains. He 
dwelt on the beneficent effect of Templar principles on the government of 
the United States, and looked to the grand organization as one of the bul- 
'warks which would stand for its future stability. 

Sir Knight Hill then introduced Sir Knight Rogers, Mayor of the 
city of Denver, who delivered the following address of welcome : 

Mayor Rogers made a happy speech, and upheld the dignity of the 
municipality in a graceful manner. He spoke of how proud Denver is to 
have the honor of entertaining such a representative body of men as are 
now in the city, and said that 'the Templars would receive every attention 
which could be suggested. 



ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 
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Preliminaky. 



Sir Knight Hill then introduced R. E. Sir Knight Byron L. Carr, 
Grand Commander of the State of Colorado, who delivered the 
following address of welcome : 

Most Eminent Sir and Sir Knights of the* Grand Encampment, — 
I have been accused of having had considerable to do with the bringing of 
this Grand Conclave to Colorado, to which charge I plead guilty ; but I 
have been accused of saying certain things of which I am innocent, for 
instance, I have been accused of saying that, at the time I extended an invi- 
tation to the Grand Encampment for Colorado, we never had any rain in 
August. That is absolutely untrue, because, as a matter of fact, whenever 
our streets get dry and dusty and we want them sprinkled for an occasion 
like this, we always order a shower. 

A Sir Knight met me in the Masonic Temple a few days ago and said : 
'* Sir Carr, you are the man that brought this Conclave to Denver, now 
where is that nice, clear weather you promised us?" The mercury then 
stood at about 102 in the shade, and we residents of Colorado said that it 
was very comfortable summer weather. But finding it unsuited to our 
visiting Praters, we made a special requisition for just the kind of weather 
we knew you wanted, and you know the result. Yesterday I received a 
special telegram from the Weather Department, announcing that the indi- 
cations for Tuesday were fair and pleasant. It is fortunate, however, that 
the matter was not carried too far, otherwise the Colorado Commanderies 
would have been in danger of taking congestive chills. 



When we invited you to come to Denver three years ago, we promised 
you the highest kind of entertainment wjiich the Grand Encampment had 
ever received, and now, in the fulfillment of that promise, I extend to the 
.Grand Encampment an invitation to hold one session of this Conclave on 
the summit of Pike's Peak, 15,000 feet above the sea. If this is not satisfac- 
tory, we will order a moderately sized snow storm for your entertainment.* 



Most Eminent Sir (addressing Grand Master Gobin), I have received 
words of hearty welcome from the people 'of Colorado, through His Excel- 
lency the Governor ; I have received the freedom of the city and tender of 
its hospitality from the eloquent tongue of its mayor, on behalf of the 
Grand Commandery of Colorado and twenty-three subordinate Command- 
eries within its jurisdiction — yes, sir, and on behalf of each Knight Templar 
in Colorado and his wife and family, I extend to you a cordial and fraternal 



fulfilling an agreement. 



EXTENDING THE COURTEOUS WELCOME. 
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and knightly welcome, but I beg you to accept the assurance that wherever 
you may sojourn within our territory, whether it be among the snow banks 
of the continental divide, or the Grand valley, or in the waving grain fields 
of the Arkansas or the Platte, wherever you find the home .of the Knights 
Templar, you will find the latch-string on the outside of the door; you will 
find an extra plate upon the table, and you will find a cot in the best cham- 
ber wherein to rest your weary limbs. Again I say welcome, thrice wel- 
come, to the unbounded hospitality of the Silver State. 

M. E. John P. S. Gobin, Grand Master, replied to the foregoing 
addresses of welcome, as follows : 



Sir Knights,— The words of welcome uttered by the chairman of the 
Committee ol Arrangements, His Excellency the Governor, His Honor the 
Mayor, aiTd the Grand Commander of the Templars of the State, reach our 
hearts, and if it were at all questionable, would certainly convince us that 
our stay here in your midst cannot but be pleasant. We appreciate the 
kindly greetings, and accept them in. the spirit in which they are extended. 
Your beautiful city, your wonderful State are full of interest to us, and we 
are interested in your continued progress and prosperity. 



The Grand Encampment is distinctively a representative body— distinct- 
ively a body of representative American citizens. As such we have come 
from the remote East and West, from every part of this great nation, but 
in your midst we are all Templars— all citizens with but one thought pre- 
dominant — which is to present to the world bur best efforts in the direction 
of principles we advocate and maintain. With us. State lines are oblite- 
rated, and we are interested in your success — we rejoice in the bright future 
apparent, and congratulate you upon your magnificent work in the past. 
To the Chamber of Commerce and Board of Trade we return our thanks 
for this beautiful floral testimonial. 

To one and all we return our thanks for this magnificent reception and 
unstinted efforts to make our stay in your midst pleasant and profitable. 
We will carry to our homes pleasant recollections, and ever recall with 
throbbing hearts the Twenty- fifth Triennial Conclave in the Silver City of 
the Silver State. Again, gentlemen, thanks — earnest, heartfelt thanks. 



GRAND MASTER GOBIN's RESPONSE. 



OBJECTS OF THE GRAND ENCAMPMENT. 
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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



Grand Encampment 



OF 



Knights Templar of the United States. 



The Most Eminent Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of 
the United States of America convened in its Twenty- fifth Triennial 
Conclave in Masonic Temple in this city, in pursuance of the closing 
order of the Twenty-fourth Triennial Conclave held in the city of 
Washington, D. C, on the 8th day of October, 1889. 



The M. E. Grand Master ordered the Grand Recorder to call the 
roll to ascertain if a quorum were present. 

The following Grand and Past Grand Officers answered to their 
names, and also a sufficient number of members to constitute a 
quorum : 



TWENTY-FIFTH TRIENNIAL CONCLAVE. 



STATE OF COLORADO, 
City of Denver, 
gth August, A, D. i8g2. A, O, 774. 



ROLL CALL. 
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GRAND officers: 

M. E. John P. S. Gobin, Grand Master. 

R. E. Hugh McCurdy, Deputy Grand Master. 

V. E. Warren La Rue Thomas, Grand Generalissimo. 

V. E. Reuben Hedly Lloyd, Grand Captain General. 

V. E. Henry B. Stoddard, Grand Senior Warden. 

V. E. Nicholas R. Ruckle, Grand Junior Warden. 

V. E. H. Wales Lines, Grand Treasurer. 

V. E. William Bryan Isaacs, Grand Recorder. 

V. E. Leighton Coleman, Grand Prelate. 

V. E. George M. Moulton, Grand Standard Bearer. 

V. E. Myron M. Parker, Grand Sword Bearer. 

V. E. Henry M. Aiken, Grand Warden. 

V. E. Francis E. White, Grand Captain of Guard. 

PAST GRAND MASTERS. 

M. E. John Q. A. Fellows, M. E. James H. Hopkins. 

PAST GRAND CAPTAINS-GENERAL. 

V. E. La Fayette Lyttle. 
DEVOTIONS. 

The M. E. Grand Encampment joined in the following prayer, 
made by Rt. Rev. Leighton Coleman, Grand Prelate : 

Almighty God, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy, we 
humbly pray for Thy especial blessing upon these Thy servants assembled 
in Thy name and presence. So endue them, we beseech Thee, with wis- 
dom, zeal and unity, that in all their deliberations and actions they may 
please Thee, glorify Thy holy name, and set forward the welfare of this 
Order, of those whom we represent, and of all mankind. These things and 
whatsoever else may be needful and expedient we ask for the sake and 
through the merits of Thine Incarnate Son, the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

And the V. E. Prelate leading in the Lord's Prayer — 
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OPENED. 

The M. E. Grand Master then declared the Grand Encampment 
opened and ready to proceed to business. 

The proceedings of the last Triennial Conclave having- been 
printed and distributed, the reading thereof was, on motion, dis- 
pensed with. 

The M. E. Grand Master read the following report of his pro- 
ceedings since the last Triennial Conclave, which report was referred 
to the Committee on Doings of Grand Officers: 

GRAND MASTER'S ADDRESS. 

To the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar 

of the United States of America : 

Sir Knights, — I have the honor to submit a report of my offi- . 
cial acts during my term as Grand Master, and to^ present them for 
your consideration. The important interests committed to my care 
during the three years just ending have received my best possible 
attention. Where law and precedent did not apply, I was controlled 
in my judgment by what I deemed to be for the best interests of the 
Order. 

CONDITION OF THE ORDER. 

It is with feelings of the deepest gratitude to every Templar that 
I am enabled to present to you the magnificent record of the Order 
of the Temple at this period of its history. The banner of the Cross 
has a well-defined and deservedly prominent position in every State 
and Territory of the Nation, the Territory of Alaska alone excepted. 
Peace in all our Councils has prevailed, and prosperity marked the 
onward march of Grand and Subordinate bodies, as a rule. In 
but few instances, to which your attention will be called, has there 
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been indicated a wavering of the lines or a desertion of the standard. 
On the contrary a marked increase in the membership, an extension 
of Commanderies into the newly-formed States and Territories, the 
healthy financial condition of the various bodies, are the evidences 
of increased zeal and continued devotion to the Order. 

To represent, at this Silver Triennial Conclave of the Grand 
Encampment, ninety-two thousand of the best type of American citi- 
zens, cannot but be regarded as a distinguished honor. This is your 
clientage, and in the legislation affecting them I invoke your careful 
consideration and dispassionate judgment, which I feel assured you 
will accord. The Student of Templar Masonry of the present day 
must be impressed with the rare ability displayed in the proceedings 
of the various Grand Commanderies. In the addresses of the Grand 
Officers, the reports of the various committees, the. preparation of 
statistics, in fact, in every department, learning and research of the 
highest order is the rule. The Grand Recorders present reports 
models for every institution. The financial management is of the 
highest order. The reports of the various committees on corres- 
pondence discuss propositions, real and metaphysical, with ability 
unexcelled. 

Congratulating you all upon the high degree of meritorious excel- 
lence attained, I greet you, as we gather in this magnificent City of 
the Plains, with emotions of no ordinary character. The words 
with which I would express to you my thanks for the kindness and 
courtesy extended to me as your Chief Officer seem to but illy 
express my thoughts. From a heart moved to its uttermost receive 
my best wishes for your individual happiness and prosperity, and 
the continued progress of our beloved Order of the Temple. 



The Report of the Grand Recorder will present in detail the con- 
dition of his department. It is, as indicated, most satisfactory. 

I would be derelict did I fail to commend this distinguished and 
able official, V. E. Sir William B. Isaacs, for the efficient discharge 
of his every duty. Prompt, courteous, thoroughly versed in Tem- 
plar law and usage, the management of his office was of the greatest 
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assistance to the Grand Master, and his w^ork in the highest degree 
beneficial to the Order. 

The Report of V. E. Sir H. Wales Lines, Grand Treasurer, pre- 
sents a most satisfactory condition of the finances. 

Under the provisions of the resolution passed in 1886 the invest- 
ments of the surplus funds at interest has largely increased the 
revenue ; and notwithstanding the unusual expenditures, the balance 
in his hands has been materially enlarged. 

The Grand Treasurer, in his management of our finances, has 
exhibited the highest order of ability and judgment, and is entitled 
to your warmest approbation. 

It is respectfully submitted, as worthy bf your consideration, 
whether or not it is advisable to increase the balance in the treasury 
beyond a certain amount, without some well defined object in view, 
to be benefited thereby. 

DECISIONS. 
I. 

A member of a Commandery is suspended by Lodge and Chapter 
for non-payment of dues in those bodies, but he subsequently pays 
all arrearages before any notice to the Commandery, and becomes 
thereby in good standing. He applies for membership in Lodge 
and Chapter, and is refused. While thus unaffiliated, he cannot be 
debarred membership in the Commandery, never having lost his 
membership in the Commandery, while suspended in Lodge and 
Chapter, by any action of the Commandery. After he has removed 
the cause of his suspension nothing remains for which *he will be 
disciplined in the Commandery. He is unaffiliated with Lodge and 
Chapter, which does not, ipso facto, interfere with his membership 
in the Commandery. The refusal to admit him to membership in 
Lodge and Chapter, after restoration to good standing, is a right 
inherent in those bodies, but in no sense interferes with his Com- 
mandery relations. 

n. 

Query. Is the following by-law in accord with the law of the 
Grand Encampment ? "A Sir Knight having been a member for 



Digitized by 



12 



Procbedings of the 



[JUenvery 



twenty-one consecutive years, and having paid all dues charged 
against him, shall be exempt from the payment of any dues except 
Grand Comniandery dues/* 

Ans. There is no legislation authorizing the release from the pay- 
ment of all dues on the part of a Subordinate Commandery based 
upon any length of membership. Section 8, title 19, authorizes it to 
be done upon the payment of a fixed sum of money, and this seems 
to be the correct method. Otherwise, the burden of sustaining the 
Commandery would necessarily fall upon the younger members, and 
in some instances cripple the effectiveness of the body. This seems 
to have been the policy of the Grand Encampment, and several 
Grand Commanderies, at least, whose proceedings I have examined. 
The by-law is not the most desirable one in my judgment. 

III. 

QuES. A Knight Templar petitions a Commandery for member- 
ship by dimit, and is rejected. 

Query. Has he the right to petition at the next Conclave, or must 
he wait for six months, the same as a candidate for the orders ? 

Ans. I hold that a Knight Templar, petitioning for membership 
by a dimit, if rejected, can apply to the same Commandery at the 
next regular Conclave, but that notice should be given to each mem- 
ber of the Commandery of the time when the ballot is to be had. 
In the absence of express law upon this subject, I base my decision 
upon general Masonic custom, than which there is no rule more 
explicitly expressed in the Ancient Constitutions than that every 
Mason should belong to a Lodge. 

IV. 

Decision is courteously asked as to the status, at expiration of 
term, of a Knight suspended by his Commandery for one year 
Does he resume his membership in his Commandery? and, if so, 
with or without further action by the Commandery ? Or does he 
become a non-affiliated Knight Templar ? 

Ans. By definite suspension is meant a deprivation of the rights 
and privileges of Masonry for a fixed period of time, which period 
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in this case is one year. During this period his rights are placed in 
abeyance. Restoration consists in either abridging the period of 
suspension by vote of Commandery, and restoring the party before 
the term of sentence has expired, or in the usual mode which results 
from the natural expiration of the period fixed by the sentence. 
Thus, in the case stated, the sentence terminates at a definite period, 
after the expiration of which he takes his place, restored to all his 
rights, without any action taken on the part of the Commandery. 

V. 

Query. Is it a fact that all Masonic law and usage is silent upon 
the length of time a Commandery has jurisdiction over a rejected 
candidate?. I suppose that waiving of jurisdiction is intended to 
cover this point ; but it can be readily seen that if the waiving con- 
sists of a unanimous secret ballot, a rejected candidate could be 
debarred from receiving the orders almost to an unlimited time, 
which would be perfectly right in case of an improper candidate, but 
it leaves no opportunity for one who happens to be a victim of pre- 
judice and the like. I supposed the unanimous vote to mean, say, 
a show of hands, not a secret ballot. 

Ans. There is nothing in Masonic or Templar law limiting the 
jurisdiction of the bodies applied to over their rejected candidates. 
The applicant who presents his petition to a Masonic body becomes 
the property of that body so far as the control of his admission into 
the Order is concerned. If he removes from that jurisdiction and 
becomes subject to another, his petition there, if presented, must 
state the act of his previous action. A waiver of jurisdiction can, of 
of course, be given or refused under the law. As you state, it may 
work a hardship to worthy applicants at times, but the fact remains 
that from the earliest period of Masonic history this right has 
been claimed and maintained. Also, that all voting upon the peti- 
tions of applicants must be by ballot, and all ballots are secret. 

VI. 

Does the Generalissimo in succeeding by right to office of Eminent 
Commander to fill a vacancy entitle him to the rank, and at the close 
of the present term is he entitled to the rank of Past Commander? 



Digitized by 



14 



Proceedings of the 



[Denver, 



Ans. Under the circumstances mentioned the Generalissimo, 
ahhough serving in the principal chair, not having been elected or 
installed as Eminent Commander, would only be a Past Generalissimo, 
and would not be entitled to the honors of a Past Commander. 

VII. 

Statement. — Upon an application to confer the Orders of the 
Temple on Sabbath day, coupled with the question, " if it would be 
proper and legal and if a dispensation is necessary,*' I have ruled 
that it would undoubtedly be legal, but improper under the circum- 
stances. I can conceive of a case when it would be justifiable, but it 
is npt where a man's private business interferes with his presenting 
himself for the Orders. I deem it a bad precedent to establish and I 
ask your views on the subject-matter of this communication. 

Ans. In relation to the legality and propriety of conferring the 
Orders of the Temple on the Sabbath I agree with you in every par- 
ticular. There is no necessity for it. There can be no combination 
of circun;stances such as would justify the fixing of the Sabbath as a 
regular meeting day. It would not be approved by any Grand body, 
and no special meeting for the purpose of work upon the Sabbath 
should be permitted. As. defenders of the Christian Religion, our 
duty requires us to observe the ordinances thereof in every possible 
manner. 

VIII. 

A gentleman claiming to be a Knight Templar from England with 
dimit or certificate in Latin, desires affiliation with our Commandery. 

Query. Can we receive him with such dimit ? 

Ans. Affiliation is a matter wholly between the applicant and the 
Commandery. A Knight Templar created in a foreign jurisdiction, 
and who has not received the Order of the Red Cross, may, at his 
examination, take the vow and have the Order communicated to him, 
and thereafter may be admitted to th6 Asylum. Title 25, Code. 
This being established law as to visitors, the same principle would 
apply to applicants for affiliation. Assuming that the dimit is from 
a lawfully established Commandery, warranted by the Convent Gen- 
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eral of England, issued in due form with all the requisites, his appli- 
cation for membership will be received, and if he has not had 
conferred upon him the Order of the Red Cross that would have to 
be done, and all other requisites being satisfactory he would be 
admissible to membership. 



Is there any law of the Grand Encampment prohibiting the instal- 
lation of more than one Prelate ? 

Ans. The Constitution of Subordinate Commanderies makes the 
Prelate one of the requisite officials. His installation is the warrant 
^ or commission by which he assumes the duties of his office. No men- 
tion is made in any statute or decision of additional officers being 
authorized. In cases where no law exists in reference to a subject, 
we refer to the usages of Masonry to learn the rule there. In Mack- 
ey's Jurisprudence it is stated that neither example in the old usages 
nor authority in the Ancient regulations provide for or authorize 
a Chaplain, but that the duty should be performed by the Master. 
In the Order of the Temple, however, the Prelate is distinctly recog- 
nized as one of the officers to be elected or appointed by the Com- 
mander and special duties assigned him. I can, however, find nothing 
in the law or usage authorizing the installation of more than one in 
a Commandery. Its Constitution providing for but one Chaplain, 
that is the limit as with all such officers specifically named. 



At the Annual Conclave of a Grand Commandery, a resolution 
was oflfered and secorided, and when properly before the Grand Com- 
mandery a Sir Knight arose to a point of order, stating that the 
Grand Commandery had no jurisdiction over the subject-matter con- 
tained in said resolution, hence, could not lawfully come before it. 
The Grand Commander decided his point of order not well taken, 
whereupon said resolution was acted upon. The Sir Knight applied 
for an appeal from the decision of the Grand Commander overruling 
his point of order. 



IX. 



X. 
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Query. Is he lawfully entitled to an appeal from the decision of 
the Grand Commander ? 

Ans. The position of the Grand Commander, as presiding officer 
of the Grand Commandery, required him to decide the point of 
order raised. It is now a settled doctrine in Masonic law that there 
can be no appeal from the decision of a Master of a Lodge to the 
Lodge itself. This law applies to all Masonic bodies except the 
Grand Encampment. See article I, section ii, of the Constitution. 
The Grand Commandery having acted upon the matter under con- 
sideration, if any appeal lies it is from the action of that body. Sec- 
tion 35, article 11, of the Constitution of the Grand Encampment, 
says : " No appeal shall lie to the Grand Commandery from the 
decision of the Grand Commander, except upon questions arising 
as to the construction of the rules and edicts of the Grand Com- 
mandery.'* 



Is an applicant who is club-footed, who is, however, able to walk 
with ease and without the assistance of a crutch or cane, eligible for 
the Orders in the Commandery ? 

Ans. There is no point of Masonic Jurisprudence which has given 
greater occasion to discussion in recent" years than that which refers 
to the bodily conformation, which is required of the candidate. 
While some give a strict interpretation to the language of the Ancient 
Constitutions, and vigorously demand the utmost perfection of limbs 
and members, there are others more lax in their construction, who 
reject only such as are from natural deformity or subsequent injury 
unable to perform the work of speculative Masonry. This matter 
has been acted upon by the Grand Lodge of Masons of your State. 
At one time it was disposed to permit the initiation of maimed candi- 
dates with certain restrictions, and accordingly adopted a provision 
in the Constitution to that effect, but subsequently to borrow the 
language of Bro. T. Brown, Grand Master : ** More mature reflection 
and more light from oyr sister Grand Lodges caused it to be stricken 
from our Constitution.'* Mackey's Jurisprudence, page io6. The 
action of the Grand Encampment is as follows, title 48, section i : 
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" If the candidate can give all the signs and go through all the cere- 
monies he is eligible, and not otherwise, and the Eminent Com- 
mander and the members of the Commandery are the judges of 
his eligibility under this rule.'* 

Section 2. — But the Commandery should be more exacting than 
the Lodge or Chapter, and the petitioner should be capable of 
enduring pilgrimage and warfare and should not by his presence mar 
the symmetry of a parade. 



Does the formation of the Grand Commandery of North Dakota 
require the formation of one for South Dakota ? 

Ans. The present body remains the Grand Commandery of South 
Dakota, a change in title merely is required by adding the word 
South as a prefix. 



Our Grand Junior Warden has moved permanently from this juris- 
diction. Is the office vacant ? and, if so, has the Grand Commander 
authority to fill such vacancy by appointment ? 

Ans. Section 36 of the Constitution of the Grand Encampment 
provides that the several Grand Officers of Grand Commanderies 
shall hold their respective offices until their successors shall be duly 
elected and installed. This is mandatory. Mackey holds that an 
office terminates in Masonry only in three ways: by the expiration 
of the term, by death or expulsion. Suspension does not vacate an 
office, but simply suspends the office bearer from the privilege of 
discharging the duties of the office during suspension. This seems 
to be accepted as fundamental law, and unless there is some enact- 
ment of the Grand Encampment or decision to the contrary, will 
control the case. I am not able to find any referring to Officers of 
Grand Bodies, and those applying to Subordinate bodies do not con- 
travene the principles as above stated. Section 3, title 42, of the 
Code, provides for an election of ^any officer but Eminent Com- 
mander, to be authorized by the Grand Commander, upon request 
to that effect by the Commandery; not upon his own motion nor 
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upon his own volition. Section 4 of same title says : " When there 
is no officer in line to fill a vacancy occurring, and when a vacancy 
occurs in one of the appointed offices, the Commanding Officer shall, 
by appointment, fill the vacancy pro tern. Adopting the rule laid 
down by Mackey as to vacancies, the removal from the jurisdiction 
does not create a vacancy in the office of Grand Junior Warden in 
the absence of any statute to that effect. There being officers in line 
to exercise the duties of absent officers or to fill the vacancy if one 
existed, they are entitled to fill it. This seems to 'me to be the 
proper construction of the law. 

XIV. 

By-Laws can only be enacted by a Commandery duly constituted. 
If such had been passed upon prior to the Constitution — while 
under dispensation — it is necessary to re-enact them, or, more prop- 
erly speaking, enact them after the Commandery has been consti- 
tuted. They are not valid unless this is done. Grand bodies alone 
possess the power to approve by-laws under our Code. The Grand 
Master or a Grand Commander must see that they do not conflict 
with the Constitution or Code, and can make such suggestions as 
will cause a compliance therewith. All amendments to by-laws or 
new ones should be submitted to the Grand Master or Grand Com- 
mander for examination to this end. 

XV. 

The following case stated is presented in full with the correspon- 
dence connected therewith: 

ASYLUM OF MARYSVILLE COMMANDERY, No. 7 K. T., 
Marysville, Cal., August 7th, 1890. 

M, E. Sir John P. S. Gobin, Grand Master 

Grand Encampment Kvlights Templar : 

Most Eminent Sir and Prater, — Some dozen members of 
Marysville Commandery, No. 7, otherwise in good standing, and all 
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courteous Knights, hold regular dimits from the Blue Lodge and 
Chapter, or from one or the other of those Orders, and decline to 
affiliate therewith or to contribute to the revenues thereof. 

Section i of article II of the Constitution of the Grand •Lodge of 
California provides that such persons " shall be deemed unworthy of 
Masonic consideration, and shall not be entitled to nor be the recip- 
ient of any of the rights, privileges or charities of the Order.'* 

The twenty-second General Regulation of the Grand Chapter of 
this State provides that such persgn shall be deemed to occupy the 
same position as those suspended for non-payment of dues, and shall 
not be entitled to nor be the recipient of any of the rights, privileges 
or benefits of Capitular Masonry.*' 

The sixth General Regulation of the Grand Commandery of Cali- 
fornia, as amended in April, 1889, as follows : " That in order to be 
in good standing as a Knight Templar it is necessary to be in good 
standing as a Master Mason and as a Royal Arch Mason, as such 
standing is defined by the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter of this 
State." 

No action has been taken in Lodge or Chapt^- in the matter of the 
*' standing'* of any of our members aforesaid, but the question has 
arisen in the Commandery and has been discussed with some heat as 
to whether or not it is the duty of our Eminent Commander, after 
due notice to said members, and in case of continued neglect on their 
part to place themselves in good standing in Lodge or Chapter, as 
such standing is defined by the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter,** 
to exclude them from the Commandery. 

To do so would seem to be in direct opposition to sections i and 
2 of tide 41 of the Code of Statutes, as shown on page 265 of the 
Proceedings of the Grand Encampment of the United States for 
1889, and also in conflict with the spirit of the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Jurisprudence (sixth recommendation) on page 198-9 of 
same volume. 

On the other hand it is claimed that these Sir Knights have, ipso 
faciOy lost all Masonic rights, and stand suspended without action in 
both Lodge and Chapter, and that under sections 2 and 8 of title 23, 
and section i of title 26 of the Code of Statutes of Templar Law, 
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above cited, they should be deprived of all rights and privileges in 
the Commandery, and excluded from Knightly intercourse. 

It is further claimed that the matter is one of local jurisdiction 
purely ; that in such matters the Grand Commandery is the sole 
dictator, and may prescribe such duties (in addition to those pre- 
scribed by the Grand Encampment) as it may elect for Knights 
within its territorial jurisdiction. That while the Grand Encamp- 
ment might have required affiliation in Lodge or Chapter, its failure 
to do so does not prohibit or render nugatory such action by the 
Grand Commanderies of the several States. 

Our Eminent Commander, therefore, desires me to beg your early 
reply to the following queries : 

J^trsL Is there a conflict between the law of the Grand Encamp- 
ment and that of the Grand Commandery of this State as to his 
duty herein ? 

Second, If the answer to the last question is yes, then which law is 
binding upon him in this maltter? 

Third. What, if any, specific action should he take with respect 
to the said Sir K%ights who decline to affiliate with Lodge or 
Chapter ? 

Fourth. As to those Sir Knights who have affiliated with us upon 
dimit from another State, how are we to know that they retain their 
membership there in Lodge or Chapter after they have joined us ? 

By order of the Eminent Commander, Galvin Walker Hutchins. 
Very courteously yours, 

J. G. EASTMAN, 
Recorder of Marysville Commandery^ No. 7, 
Knights Templar of the State of California. 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNIGHTS TEMPLAR UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA, 

OFFICE OF M. E. GRAND MASTER, 

Lebanon, Pa., August 27, i8go, 
E. Sir J. G. Eastman, Recorder No. 7, K. 7!, California: 

My Dear Sir Knight, — Your favor of the 7th instant, relative 
to the duty of your Eminent Commander with reference to certain 
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Knights Templar, members of your Commandery", unaffiliated with 
Lodge or Chapter, duly received. While your communication 
should have been addressed to the Grand Commander of your State, 
I have no hesitation in giving you my views upon the situation. 

First The Code is explicit in deciding that a Templar, by merely 
becoming non-affiliate in Lodge or Chapter, does not lose his stand- 
ing in the Commandery. Title 41. Each Grand body must have 
the exclusive right to determine the qualifications for its own member- 
ship. Neither the Grand Lodge nor Grand Chapter can legislate 
for the Grand Commandery, nor impose any burthen upon its mem- 
bership. Therefore these bodies cannot, by any enactment, pre- 
scribe qualifications for the orders of Knighthood. Upon this point 
the Grand Encampment has been very explicit, and in different 
reports has adopted and adhered to the principle enunciated in the 
report of the Committee on Jurisprudence in 1889 (pages 198-9), as 
referred to by you. This leaves each Masonic body independent of 
the others, and, unless the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter will 
compel their members to become Knights Templar, there seems to 
be no reason why the Grand Encampment or a Grand Commandery 
should compel its membership to remain affiliated with them. Of 
course, it is desirable they should, and we all expect it to be done, 
but it is a matter of free will and conscientious Masonic duty, not of 
compulsion. I can see no reason why your Eminent Commander 
should take any action whatever in the matter. His duty is to his 
Commandery and the Knights composing it, and I am of the opinion 
that the Grand Encampment, in determining who shall be Templars, 
acted within the scope of its duty, and its decision is final. 



Our Commandery is desirous of adopting a cloak, of some pat- 
tern not yet decided on, to be worn over the uniform in inclement 
or cold weather, and has directed me, as chairman of the Committee 
on Uniforms, to correspond with you on the subject, and ascertain if 
there are any objections to the wearing of a cloak on such occasions, 



Very truly yours. 



J. P. S. GOBIN, Grand Master. 
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not as a part of the uniform, of course, but simply to protect the 
uniform in cases of storm, and the Sir Knights in weather too cold 
to be without some sort of a covering more than the uniform. 

Ans. The Grand Encampment alone possesses the power to alter 
or change any part of the uniform of the Commanderies under its 
jurisdiction. I am unable to discover any legislation whatever upon 
the subject of a cloak or protection for the uniforms, which is really 
what your Commandery appears to desire. It does not purport to 
be a part of the uniform, but something for the comfort of the 
Knights, when the uniform is worn, which appears to me not only 
to be commendable, but to be desirable, in this, that it would make 
that uniform in itself, which is decidedly otherwise when overcoats 
are necessary. 

XVII. 

Case Stated. — Charges were preferred in the Lodge by a Brother 
Sir Knight against a Brother Sir Knight, they being partners in 
business, accusing the Sir Knight of attempting to defraud him of a 
sum of money, by falsifying the books of the firm. At the trial the 
Sir Knight confessed to having appropriated about $600 of his part- 
ner's funds ; stated that he was unable to make any return of the 
same, but asked the mercy of the Lodge. On the ballot being 
spread, not having the two-thirds majority, he was not found guilty. 
The same charges were then preferred in the Commandery, and the 
question arose as to the legality of the proceedings, and the matter 
was referred to the Grand Commander. He decided that he could 
be tried by his Commandery, basing his decision on section 7, title 
34, of the Grand Encampment, which reads: "Each Commandery 
has penal jurisdiction over all Knights, non-affiliated as well as affil- 
iated, for violation of moral or Templar law within its territory of 
jurisdiction." Also section 2, article X, of the Statutes of the 
Grand Commandery of Washington, which reads: **The violation 
of Masonic or Templar law, or the Code of Christian Ethics, shall 
subject a Knight to such punishment as his Commandery or the 
Grand Commandery shall determine, and the manner and circum- 
stances of trial shall be those laid down in the ' Forms for Templar 
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Trials' by the Grand Encampment.'* The Grand Commander 
interpreted the law to mean that when a Templar has been convicted 
by his Lodge or Chapter, it is unnecessary to go through the formality 
of the trial, but spread a copy of the records of the trial on the 
records of the Commandery, and.it carries with it the same sentence 
pronounced by Lodge or Chapter. But in this case he held that the 
Brother had confessed to having violated Masonic as well as Tem- 
plar law, hence he took the view that the defendant was answerable 
to that law. 

Ans. The sections of the Code you quote are all right, but the 
Brother who preferred the charge selected as his tribunal the Blue 
Lodge, and is bound by it. It will not be contended that, after 
being disappointed in the result, that he could prefer charges in 
the Chapter, and, if not satisfied there, then in the Commandery, it 
being assumed they are both members of all three Masonic bodies. 
And yet that would be the effect of this practice. In my judgment 
the rule of law, that no man shall be put in jeopardy more than 
once for the same offence, holds good in Masonry, and the Lodge 
having tried and acquitted him, his plea of autrefois acquit is good 
in the Commandery. The proper thing to do is to disapprove the 
proceedings of the court held by the Commandery, and set aside its 
action. 

XVIII. 

A Royal Arch Mason petitioned and was elected in a Commandery 
in one of the Eastern States. He did not appear to have the Orders 
conferred, but neglected to do so. Finally he moved to the State of 
Washington, and there made application to the Commandery for the 
Orders of Knighthood, and was elected. 

QuES. Did the Commandery East, in which he was first elected, 
have any jurisdiction over the applicant, and, if so, what ? 

Ans. Section 6, title 34 of Code, provides that an elected candi- 
date, who fails to present himself to receive the Orders, cannot apply 
to another Commandery without the consent, by a unanimous vote, 
of the one by which he was elected. The Eastern Commandery, in 
other words, had jurisdiction over the man who, although elected, 
neglected to appear and have the Orders conferred upon him. 
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XIX. 

Sir, — The suspension by the Grand Encampment of A. B. expired 

Saturday. I assume he is restored to membership in without 

further action or direction. Am I correct ? 

Ans. The sentence of A. B. was a definite suspension, a deprivation 
of his rights for a fixed period of time. During the period fixed in 
the sentence his rights and privileges as a Templar are placed in 
abeyance. As soon as the period limited by the sentence has expired, 
he at once resumes his former position in the Order, and is 
re-instated with all his Masonic rights. 

XX. 

Application by an Eminent Commander of a Commandery, under 
the jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment, for authority for the 
Grand Recorder to issue at cost four Rituals of the Order of Malta 
for the use of this Commandery. 

Ans. No such power is vested in the Grand Master. The Grand 
Encampment in adopting the Ritual of Malta prescribed the manner 
in which the printing and distribution should be done. (See Pro- 
ceedings Grand Encampment 1883, page 269.) This provides that 
not more than one copy shall be allowed to each Eminent Comman- 
der, and makes it a Knightly offence for any member of the Order 
to engage in any way in the unauthorized printing or selling of the 
Ritual, or^for any member to buy a copy of the Ritual from any 
person. 

XXI. 
• 

Statement. — The Grand Commandery of Ohio appointed a com- 
mittee to reprint the Ritual that had been in use in Ohio before the 
adoption of the National Ritual by the Grand Encampment in 1886. 
The reprint was to apply to that much as refers to the Ceremonials, 
and to refer to the Subordinate Commanderies for Essentials to 
those furnished in cipher by the Grand Encampment. This work 
was to be done under the supervision and subject to the approval' 



Digitized by 



1892.] Grand Encampment. 25 

of the Grand Commander of Ohio. The committee on Ritual have 
the matter in type, and the question arises, What does the Grand 
Encampment pronounce to be Essentials ? 

The manuscript copy placed in my hands by Grand Recorder 
Isaacs denominates the following to be Essentials ^ * * * * 
My question now is — First, Has the Grand Commandery of Ohio 
the right to print in full any of the above matter contained in the 
manuscript copy sent out by the Ritual Committee of the Grand 
Encampment? Second, Is so much of that manuscript as refers to 
scripture lessons, position at altar, profession and motto in the Order 
of the Temple to be understood as Essentials, which can be printed 
only in cipher ? 

Ans. The action of the Grand Encampment seems to be conclu- 
sive upon three propositions. 

First. That the Ritual shall be divided into Essentials and Cere- 
monials. 

Second, In defining what are Essentials and in furnishing each 
Grand Commandery a duly attested manuscript copy of such as are 
defined by it. 

Third, That the printing in full of any part of such work is highly 
improper and that it can only be lawfully printed in cipher; that is, 
the Esoteric work, or what is declared Essential. (See Proceedings 
of 1889, page 213.) From that it is evident that whatever has been 
declared to be Essentials can only lawfully be printed in cipher, and 
no portion of it can be printed in full. 

The Essentials thus specially referred to evidently are intended 
to apply to such as constitute Esoteric work of the OrdcR 

XXII. 

In a Commandery under the immediate jurisdiction of the Grand 
Encampment were two members who recently became identified with 
Cerneau Scottish Rite. When they tendered their dues for the year 
it was declined on the ground that their connections with the said 
Cerneau Body operated as a suspension from knightly privileges, 
without any action by the Commandery. Was this correct ? 

Ans. Unless action has been taken by the Grand Lodge or Grand 
Chapter of your State, affecting the standing of these Knights in the 
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bodies for the cause stated, and so certified to it, I know of no 
authority for the action of the Commandery. Suspending a member 
of a Commandery without a hearing is unlawful, no matter what may- 
be the reason assigned. The Grand Encampment has never taken 
any notice of Cerneauism, as it is styled, but having prescribed the 
qualifications for membership no Commandery has a right to add to- 
or take from these conditions, much less to impose conditions for a 
continuance of membership without the authority of the Grand 
Encampment. 

Subsequent to this decision a letter was received from the Eminent 
Commander, in which it was stated that an Edict of the Grand Lodge 
of that State had been issued, which by its terms was supposed to 
justify the action taken by the Commandery. No copy of the Edict 
accompanied the communication. This further reply was then for- 
warded : * * I regret you did not forward me a copy of the Edict of 
the Grand Lodge of your State, as there may be a difference in the 
action which our Code recognizes. That is, the difference between 
the deprivation of Masonic rights and striking from the roll. In the 
former case that is a deprivation of Masonic rights, if made by the 
Grand Lodge is a suspension of the Sir Knight, and the Comman- 
dery cannot go behind the record or adjudicate upon the question of 
jurisdiction. It deprives a Knight of all rights and privileges in 
his Commandery and of all intercourse with the Order. (See Code, 
title 23, section 6 — 2 New Edition.) On the other hand, striking 
from the rolls is ordinarily not." 

Therefore, I am unable to see any authority or law' for the action 
of your Commandery in this matter. When I speak of a trial I 
mean such an one as is authorized by law, the result of which has 
affected in some way a member of your Commandery. Striking from 
the rolls is ordinarily not expulsion or suspension but results in non- 
affiliation merely, and if striking from the roll under the law of the 
Grand Lodge ***** merely deprives the person of mem- 
bership in his Lodge, it has no effect upon the general standing of the 
Sir Knight or his membership in his Commandery. (See Code, 
title 23, section 17.) 

If in this case an Edict of the Grand Lodge has suspended the 
Knights from their Masonic rights a copy of the Edict filed with the 
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Commandery would bring them within the provision of section 2, 
article XXIII of Code, which is, I take it, the section under which the 
Commandery acted. In this connection, as a matter of interest, I note 
the action of the Grand Commandery of Pennsylvania in a case 
where the Grand Lodge of the State sequestrated the warrant of a 
Subordinate Lodge, whereupon, the following Edict was issued and 
copies sent to each Commandery : 

GRAND COMMANDERY KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

OFFICE OF R. E. GRAND COMMANDER, 

Erie, Pa., February gthy i8gi. 

To whom it may concern^ Greeting : 

The R. W. Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Pennsylvania 
having sequestrated the warrant of Great Bend Lodge, No. 338, at Great 
Bend, Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, by which its members became sus- 
pended from all the rights and privileges of Free Masonry, thereby suspend- 
ing them from all the rights and privileges of Royal Arch Masonry and the 
Orders of the Knights Templar as long as such suspension continues; 
therefore, this is to notify all Commanderies of Knights Templar of said 
suspension, and that Knights Templar belonging to said Great Bend Lodge, 
No. 338, cannot lawfully be admitted into any Commandery of Knights 
Templar either as officer, member or visitor. Said suspension to continue 
until further orders. 

By order of 

JNO. J. WADSWORTH, 

Grand Commander, 

Attest: 

Charles E. Meyer, 

Grand Recorder. 

XXIII. 

In the year 1881, A. B. was Eminent Commander of Commandery, 
No. 10, of California. He subsequently removed to Tucson, Arizona. 
In the year 1882, he assisted in organizing Arizona Commandery, 
No. I. He contended that he had never signed the roll or elected 
to become a member of Arizona Commandery, No. i. He alleged 
its Recorder, without his knowledge, consent or authority, wrote to 
No. 10, of California, that he, A. B., had elected to become a mem- 
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ber of Arizona, No. i, and to withdraw from No. lo. Therefore, his 
name was stricken from the roll of No. lo in California. Upon 
learning the facts an application was made to the Grand Commander 
of California, who held that as no letter of request from A. B. had 
accompanied the notice of the Recorder of Arizona Commandery, 
that his name had been improperly struck from the roll of Comman- 
dery, No. lo, and ordered it to be restored thereon, which was done 
and his dues were paid for the ensuing year. Some six months 
afterward, A. B. received the remittance of six dollars from Com- 
mandery, No. lo, with notice that as he had elected to become a 
member of Arizona Commandery, No. i, this prepaid balance of his 
dues for the remainder of that year was sent him. A. B. wrote a 
protest to No. lo, to which, he claims, he never received an answer. 
In the spring of 1883, Arizona Commandery, No. i, summoned A. 
B. to appear before it lo show cause why he should not be expelled 
for non-payment of dues, some $25.00 claimed. He answered, deny- 
ing his membership, or that he owed it any dues. A. B. however, 
offered and tendered to pay the amount claimed as a contribution in 
the place of dues, which offer was refused. The Commandery pro- 
ceeded with the trial and expelled A. B. for non payment of dues. In 
1887, A. B. removed to Los Angeles, California. In the spring of 
1889, he made application to Arizona Commandery for re-instatement 
agreeing to submit himself to its jurisdiction, pay the amount due for 
the purpose of becoming a member of the Commandery at Los 
Angeles. Arizona Commandery refused to take any action in the 
matter. The case was referred to the Grand Commander of Cali- 
fornia, who examined the record and sustained the action of San Jose 
Commandery, No. 10. Upon a personal appeal, the status of the 
Sir Knight was determined as follows : 

Ans. An examination of the records of San Jose Commandery, 
No. 10, of California, and of Arizona Commandery, No. i, discloses 
the following facts: While a member of No. 10, in California, A. B. 
became a Charter Member of No. i, of Arizona, and the Charter 
was issued to him as one of the members thereof. Those to whom 
a Charter is issued are, tpso facto, members thereof, and when the 
Commandery is constituted they continue to be members of the Com- 
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mandery and cease to be members of the old one. (Title 38, section 
I and 2 of Code.) 

A Templar cannot be an active member of two Commanderies at 
the same time. (Title 38, section 5, Code.) The action of San Jose 
Commandery, therefore, in dropping A. B., after ascertaining the 
facts of his being a charter member of Arizona, No. i , was in accord- 
ance with Templar law, and the only body with which he remained 
connected was Arizona, No. i. It, therefore, had jurisdiction in his 
case and he was amenable to its action. The records as exhibited to 
me indicate a pains-taking effort to have A. B. appear in answer to 
its summons. Repeated adjournments were had before final action 
was taken. This gave A. B. abundant time in making a defense or 
paying his dues. Failing in this he was expelled for a sufficient cause, 
and of this the members of the Commandery were the proper judges. 
The status of A. B. is now that of an expelled Templar. His remedy 
is to petition to be restored to good standing, which can be done by 
a two-third vote of the Commandery. If desirous of renewing his 
membership, it can be done only upon petition and unanimous ballot. 
(Title 23, section 12 and 14, Code.) 



■ GRAND COMMANDERY KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF NORTH 



Gen. J. P. S. GoBiN, M, E, Grand Master K, T., U. A,\ 

Most Eminent Sir, — I take the liberty of submitting to you, for 
decision, the case of W. A. Albright, who it appears was Knighted 
in 1864, by Winston Commandery, No. 15, acting under charter 
granted by the Grand Commandery of Virginia. It seems that 
Grand Master Sewell recalled said charter, probably on account of 
the Grand Commandery of Virginia granting said charter beyond 
its jurisdiction. 

You will find enclosed my letter to E. C. Jas. Southgate, of Dur- 
ham Commandery, No. 2, with which Sir Knight desires to affiliate, 



XXIV. 



CAROLINA, 



OFFICE OF THE R. E. GRAND COMMANDER, 

AsHEViLLE, N. C, May 15, i8go. 
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whereon, I gave the opinion that the Sir Knight would have to apply- 
to the Grand Commandery of Virginia for certificate of good stand- 
ing in his Commandery at the time its charter was returned. When 
I wrote this I did not understand fully the circumstances under which 
charter was recalled by Grand Master Sewell, and since I have read 
the correspondence of Eminent Sir W. B. Isaacs and others enclosed, 
I recall my opinion and submit the whole matter to you. 

Trusting to hear from you at your earliest convenience, I remain, 
courteously and fraternally, 



GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNIGHTS TEMPLAR UNITED STATES 



^. £. Sir John A. Porter, Grajid Commander, N, G : 

My Dear Sir, — Your favor of the 22d inst., relative to the 
c^se of W. A. Albright, duly received. Contents noted. The 
great difficulty I find in the papers submined is the absence of evi- 
dence that Mr. Albright was ever Knighted at all. Certainly *no 
records show it. No such voucher is given as would justify any 
Commandery in admitting him as a visitor. This is regardless of 
the question as to the legality of the charter granted to Winston by 
the Grand Commandery of Virginia. You say it appears be was 
Knighted. Where does it appear, and upon what evidence can it 
be determined, when no records whatever exist or can be found. 
Healing consists in re-obligating the Knight and correcting what 
has been done amiss at his creation. If you are satisfied he was 
created in your jurisdiction, even though irregularly, you, as Grand 
Commander, possess the power to heal him, but you must be satis- 
fied, and upon proper, legal, Masonic evidenc'e. Otherwise he will 
have to apply in regular form for the Orders. 



JOHN A. PORTER, 

Grand Commander, N, C. 



OF AMERICA, 



OFFICE OF M. E. GRAND MASTER, 



Lebanon, Pa., May 22, i8go. 



Fraternally yours, 



J. P. S. GOBIN, Grand Master. 
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XXV. 

GRAND COMMANDERY KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF THE STATE OF 

WISCONSIN, 

OFFICE OF THE GRAND COMMANDER, 

Milwaukee, September 2j, i8go, 

John P. S. Gobin, Grand Master 

Knights Templar, Lebanon^ Pennsylvania : 

Most Eminent Sir, — A constitutional number of Knights Tem- 
plar petitioned to the nearest Commandery for a recommendation 
for a new Commandery, which was refused. I understand the peti- 
tioners will apply to our Grand Commandery next month for a Dis- 
pensation to form a new Commandery. The law on this point is 
not quite clear to me. 

An amendment was offered at the session of the Grand Encamp- 
ment in 1883, see page 215 of the proceedings, as follows: 

Provided, however, that in the event of the refusal of the nearest 
Commandery to grant a recommendation, application can be made 
to the Grand Commandery direct, which shall have the power, if it 
deem it advisable, to grant a Dispensation or Charter without such 
recommendation. 

This, together with other amendments offered, was laid over until 
the next Triennial Conclave, see page 276. At the session of the 
Grand Encampment in St. Louis, 1886, see page 105 of the proceed- 
ings, this amendment was brought up again, sef paragraph 6, New 
Commanderies without the consent of the nearest Commanderies." 
The foot-note to the paragraph says : This whole matter was laid 
over and not subsequently acted upon. 

But I find on page 159 of proceedings: Sir Knight Gould, of 
California, called up the following amendment, which was laid over 
in 1883, and, on his motion it was adopted : 

Provided, however, that in the event or refusal of the nearest 
Commandery to grant a recommendation, application can be made 
to the Grand Commandery direct, which shall have the power, if 
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they deem it advisable, to grant a Dispensation or Charter without 
such recommendation. 

Again, the Edition of the Constitution and Code of Statutes of 
1889, page 34, section 6, reads : The petition for a Dispensation 
must have endorsed upon it the recommendation of the Com- 
mandery nearest the location assigned for the new one. 

As the above resolution and the Code are at variance, will you 
kindly decide or say if a Dispensation for a new Commandery can 
be granted by the Grand Commandery without the consent of the 
nearest Commandery? 

I also desire information as follows : Title 46 of the Code of 
Statutes, section 4, reads : Members of a Grand Commandery for- 
feit the right to hold office or to vote, either in person or by proxy, 
in any Commandery, Grand or Subordinate, by a change of resi- 
dence, or by being unaffiliated. 

Also, title 61, section 6, reads : A Past Grand Commander, by 
changing his residence for another jurisdiction, or by becoming 
unaffiliated, forfeits the right to hold office or to vote, either in person 
or by proxy. 

I understand, of course, that a member of a Grand Commandery, 
who has changed his residence to another jurisdiction, forfeits his 
right to hold office, but am I to understand that such change of resi- 
dence deprives him of his right to vote in person while still a mem- 
ber of a Subordinate Commandery in this State. 

Your early reply will oblige, 

Yours very courteously, 

A. H. WAGNER, 

Grand Commandery. 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNIGHTS TEMPLAR UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA, 

OFFICE OF M. E. GRAND MASTER, 

Lebanon, Pa., September 29, i8go, 

jR. E. Sir A. H. Wagner, 

Grand Commander K, of Wisconsin: 
Right Eminent Sir, — Your favor of the 23d inst., covering 
several questions of Templar law, duly received. I will endeavor to 
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answer them in their order as presented. The present condition, as 
I understand it, is this: Under section 43 of the Grand Encampment, 
each Grand Commandery shall have exclusive power to constitute new 
Commanderies within its jurisdiction. (Article III, section 43, Con- 
stitution.) The amendment of Sir Gould is to article II, section 37, part 
4 of the Constitution, which referg exclusively to letters of Dispensa- 
tion issued by Grand Commanderies. There is, therefore, no con- 
flict, but upon a careful reading you will find the law to stand thus : 
An application for a Dispensation for a new Commandery, made to a 
Grand Commander, must have the indorsement of the nearest Com- 
mandery, within the jurisdiction, to justify him in granting it; but in 
the event of the refusal of the nearest Commandery to grant a recom- 
mendation, application can be made to the Grand Commandery direct, 
which has absolute power in the premises, and can grant a Dispensa- 
tion or Charter without such recommendation. The law as expressed 
in title 46 of Code, section 4, and also of title 61, section 6, is unam- 
biguous and of no uncertain meaning. The reason for this is to be 
found doubtless in its necessity for avoiding any conflict of jurisdic- 
tion over Templars. Residence is a question of intention, and a man 
changing his residence abdicates the jurisdiction of the Grand Com- 
mandery of the State he has left, and becomes subject to that into 
which he has moved. Owing now no allegiance to that body from 
whose jurisdiction he has intentionally removed, the Code deprives 
him of any vote in the government thereof, either in person or by 
proxy. (See sections quoted.) 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN P. S. GOBIN, Grand Master. 

XXVI. 

GRAND COMMANDERY KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF MISSOURI, 

Office Grand Commander, St. Joseph, Aug, 28, i8go , 
John P. S. Gobin, Esq., Grand Master 

Knights Templar^ Lebanon^ Pennsylvania : 
Most Eminent Sir, — In submitting the accompanying case for 
your examination and decision, I desire to say that it has been the 
subject of considerable discussion. 
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My object in bringing the case before you is to obtain the benefit 
of your riper and more mature judgment. My sole aim being to do, 
as far as possible, fearlessly and without prejudice, my whole duty in 
the premises, that the good of our Order may be promoted. 

It is not true that I decided this case on an ex parte statement, 
and that the Commandery and its gfficers were in ignorance of what 
was going on. The Recorder gave notice in open Commandery of 
his determination to appeal to the Grand Commander from the ruling 
of the acting Eminent Commander. Having prepared his transcript 
of the record, he requested the acting Eminent Commander to fur- 
nish him with a copy of his side of the case, that both sides might be 
submitted together. The acting Eminent Commander declined to 
comply with this request, saying that he had no arguments or state- 
ments to submit. 

CASE SUBMITTED BY WALTER J. HILTON, GRAND COMMANDER OF 

MISSOURI. 

The records of Commandery, No. — , of date September 

17, 1888, show that Sir Knight "A. B.,'* a member thereof, had been 
duly notified to appear at that Conclave and show cause why he 
should not be suspended for non payment of dues, which were then 
in arrears for about two years. 

Sir Knight **A. B.'* failed to appear as directed; whereupon, he 
was suspended by the Commandery. 

At the next stated Conclave of the Commandery, which occurred* 
on the first day of October, 1888, the records of the Conclave held 
September 17, 1888, were read and approved. 

The records of a stated Conclave, held April 21, 1890, show that 
Sir Knight ** A. B.** paid to the Commandery the sum of $15.50 in 
full settlement of the claim against him for arrearages of dues. 

The records further show that having settled the claim for dues. 
Sir Knight "A. B." was duly restored to good standing in the 
Order. 

The next stated Conclave was held on May 5, 1890, and as shown 
by the records, the minutes of the Conclave of April 21, 1896, were 
read, corrected and approved ; and the Recorder was directed to 
furnish to Sir Knight "A. B.*' a proper certificate of his restora- 
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tion to good standing in the Order. (For form, see Code of Statutes 
and Digest of Templar Law, tide 23, section 16, page 44.) 
Following is a correct copy of the certificate as issued : 

" This is to certify, that Sir Knight * A. B.' was a member of 

Commandery, No. — , K. T., prior to September 17, 1888, on which 
date he was, after due trial, suspended. This is to certify also that 
on April 21, 1890, that the said Sir * A. B.* was duly restored to 
good standing by the said Commandery, No. — , K. T.*' 

[Signed] ,* 

Eminent Commander, 

Attest : 

, Recorder, 

[Seal ] 

At the next stated Conclave, held June 2, 1890, Sir , Gene- 
ralissimo, presiding, Sir Knight A. B.'* was present, and by per- 
mission addressed the Commandery. He asked that his status in 
the Order be defined, and a decision made as to whether or not he 
was at that time a member of Commandery, No. — ; where- 
upon, the Generalissimo, acting as Eminent Commander, ruled that 
Sir Knight A. B.'* was a member in good standing of that Com- 
mandery. 

The Recorder then made the point of order that Sir A. B.'s*' 
case had been passed upon by the Commandery at the stated 
Conclave of April 21; that he had been restorecl to good standing 
in the Order, but not to membership, as was shown by the approved 
records of the Conclaves of April 21 and May 5, 1890. 

Upon the foregoing statement of facts, I was asked if the ruling 
made in the case was correct and legal, and if it should go upon the 
records. 

I decided that the ruling of the Acting Eminent Commander was 
incorrect and illegal, and set it aside, but directed that his ruling 
should appear upon the record. (See title 23, section 14, page 44.) 

My' decision was read at a stated Conclave of Commandery, 

No. — , held July 16, 1890 ; whereupon, the Eminent Compiander 
stated in substance as follows : 

" I give it as my opinion that the decision of the Right Eminent 
Grand Commander is wrong; that he has acted hastily and without 
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inquiry, and it is my opinion that the Right Eminent Grand Com- 
mander has no right to interfere with the internal workings of a 
Commandery, unless it be to rio;ht a wrong or injustice done a mem- 
ber. I, therefore, decide that the decision of the Acting Eminent 
Commander, at last stated Conclave, was correct, and that Sir Knight 
A. B.'' is a member of this Commandery, in good standing/* 

The records of the Conclave of June i6, 1890, were read and 
approved at a stated Conclave, held July 21, 1890. 

Following the -approval of the records, the following notice of 
appeal was read : 

''July 21, i8go, — This is to notify Commandery, No. — , 

that we appeal from the decision of the Eminent Commander in his 
ruling on June 16, 1890, in the case of Sir Knight "A. B.'* for the 
reason that it is contrary to the law of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States, and the ruling of the R. E. Grand Commander of 
this State, read at that Conclave. 

Signed by Four Members.'* 

"In view of the aforesaid facts, all of which are of record, and that 
Sir Knight A. B.** has failed to comply with title 23, section 14, 

by petitioning Commandery, over his own signature, your 

petitioners therefore pray that for the good of Templar Masonry in 
this Grand Jurisdiction, and that the laws of the Grand Encampment 
may be complied with, that you take such action in the case as in 
your judgment is necessary to maintain good order and discipline in 
this Commandery, and we shall ever pray, &c. 

Signed as Above.** 

Certified to as correct by the Recorder, and attested by the Seal 
of , the Commandery. 

Simultaneously with the receipt of this notice of appeal, I received 
a request from the Eminent Commander, asking me to defer action 
on the appeal until he could be heard from. I complied with his 
request, and recently had a personal interview with him regarding 
the case, when I promised to withhold my decision until after their 
next stated Conclave of August 4, 1890. This agreement was made 
in order to give him an opportunity to recall his ruling of the pre- 
vious Conclave. 
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On the i8th inst., I received the following certified copy of the 
record of the proceedings of the Conclave of August 4, 1890 : 

The Commander addressing the Knights, said: ** In my decision 
in regard to the * A. B.* case, it was not my intention to overrule 
or set aside the decision of the Right Eminent Grand Commander 
of the State of Missouri, which I have no right or power to do/' 

**I take this opportunity to announce to this Commandery, that 
as Eminent Commander of the same, that I withdraw that decision 
and assure the Right Eminent Grand Commander that I and this 
Commandery are true and loyal and ready at all times to obey his 
commands, but, believing that the law has been misinterpreted, and 
that the Right Eminent Grand Commander's decision in the case 
was wrong, I now give notice that I, as the Eminent Commander, do 
appeal from said decision of the Right Eminent Grand Commander 
to the Grand Commandery of the State of Missouri, and the 
Recorder is hereby instructed to notify the Grand Commander of my 
withdrawal of former decision, and also notify him of this appeal.'' 

The Eminent Commander was asked to define the status of Sir 
Knight **A. B." His answer was as follows : ** Sir Knight * A. B.' 

was suspended by Commandery, No. — , for non-payment of 

dues. Subsequently he paid the amount charged against him for 
which he was suspended. Also, by a more than two-thirds vote, he 
was re-instated at a stated Conclave of the Commandery. At a sub- 
sequent session of the same body, the Generalissimo, acting Emi- 
nent Commander, rules, and the ruling is of record, that the action 
of the Commandery at a former Conclave, re-instating Sir * A. B.,' 
invested him with membership, and declared Sir 'A. B.' a member 

of Commandery, No. — . From an ex parte statement made 

to the Grand Commander by a member of this Commandery, the 
Commandery or its chief officer not knowing anything of the case, it 
having been presented to him, the Grand Commander ruled against 
the standing of Sir * A. B.,' and declared that he is not a member of 
this Commandery. 

" An appeal lies from the decision of the Grand Commander to 
the Grand Commandery. The ^ment that appeal is taken the 
membership of Sir * A. B.,* which is the matter in dispute, remains 
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just where the ruling of the Generalissimo placed it, when acting as 
Eminent Commander, in the absence of the chief officer of the Com-r 
mandery. 

An appeal to the Grand Commandery from the ruling of the 
Grand Commander as to the status of a party leaves the said party 
just where he was when the appeal was taken, and his standing 
remains the same during the pendency of the appeal. 

It is a general principle of Masonic Jurisprudence that an appeal 
leaves the party appealing where he was when the appeal was taken. 

" The general law says : * After a Mason has been acquitted, and 
his standing restored, his standing and rights in Masonry are unim- 
paired, notwithstanding an appeal may have been taken/ 

"Sir * A. having been declared a member of this Com- 
mandery by its presiding officers, he had rights conferred upon him, 
and those rights remain unimpaired during the pendency of the 
appeal and until the case is decided.** 

It will be observed that Sir Knight " A. B.** makes no appeal 
personally, the Eminent Commander acting for him. 

With these explanations, permit me now to ask your decision on 
the following points : 

jFtrsL Does not the law, as laid down in the Code of Statutes and 
Digest of Templar Law of the Grand Encampment, take precedence 
over the laws of a Grand Commandery, when the latter are in con- 
flict with the former ? 

Second. Does the appeal of the Eminent Commander from my 
decision in the case submitted act as a supersedeas; and does it in 
effect restore Sir Knight "A. B.'* to membership in his Com- 
mandery pending the determination of the appeal ? 

Your early examination of this case and decision on the points 
submitted will greatly oblige, 



P. S. Having personally examined the records of the Com- 
mandery, I am enabled to certif;^that the data used in this case is 



Yours courteously, 



W. J. HILTON, 

Grand Commander, 



correct. 



H. 
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My Dear Sir Knight, — Your favor of 28th instant received. 
Your first question is answered by section 3, article II, Constitution 
of Grand Encampment, which provides that Grand Commanderies 
shall have power to adopt such rules and edicts, subordinate to the 
Constitution and Edicts of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States, as may be necessary for the good of the Orders. As to 
the second cjuery, I beg to say that is also determined by the law. 
Section 14, title 23, Code, explicitly determines that : " In either 
case of suspension or expulsion by his Commandery the Knight can 
be restored to membership only upon petition and unanimous 
ballot.*' The case presented by tlie record, as I gather it, is this: 
A. B. is suspended by his Commandery for non-payment of dues. 
Subsequently the arrearages are paid, and he is restored to good 
standing, and a certificate to that effect issued to him by the Com- 
mandery. This certificate is equivalent to a dimit. (Section 16, 
title 23, Code.) He, therefore, is in the position of a Templar 
dimitted, and as such can only be admitted to membership upon 
petition and ballot. No such proceedings were taken. The decision 
of the Eminent Commander pro tern, could not and did not affect the 
situation or make A. B. a member. That could only be done in 
accordance with law. Therefore the appeal of the Eminent Com- 
mander from your decision does not affect the case one way or the 
other. A. B.*s status is fixed by the law, not by the decision of the 
Eminent Commander, and he stands in the position of a suspended 
Knight restored to good standing, with a certificate equivalent to a 
dimit issued to him, but who has never presented a petition for 
restoration to membership. 



AMERICA, 



OFFICE OF M. E. GRAND MASTER, 



R, E. Sir Walter J. Hilton. 



Grand Commander K, 7!, Missouri: 



Fraternally yours. 



JOHN P. S. GOBIN, Grajid Master, 
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XXVII. 

Opinion. A Grand Commander refusing a Dispensation to set 
aside a by-law of a Subordinate Commandery was sustained, and 
his decision announced as correct. A Commandery having failed to 
elect officers at the time designated by the by-law, the Grand 
Commander has authority to grant a Dispensation to hold an election 
at a subsequent meeting. It is. however, desirable that such election 
should be held upon a regular night, and upon the notice giving the 
fact properly stated, in order that each member might be properly 
informed. 

XXVIII. 

A Templar, residing in Alabama, presented to me an application 
to define his status. He had formerly resided in Iowa, where he had 
become a member of Lodge and Chapter, and, subsequently, appHed 
for the Orders of Knighthood in a Commandery. He was duly 
elected, and the Order of the Red Cross conferred upon him. Before 
receiving the Orders of the Temple, he was tried in the Com- 
mandery, found guilty, and sentenced to expulsion. He appealed 
from the action of the Commandery to the Grand Commandery of 
Iowa. This body reversed the action of the Commandery, revoked 
the sentence, and directed Commandery, No. 8, to transfer its juris- 
diction over the applicant to the Commandery of Birmingham, Ala- 
bama, where he is at present located. No portion of the fees were 
refunded, and the questions arising were : First. Whether the juris- 
diction could be thus transferred from one body to another by direc- 
tion of the Grand Commandery. Second, Whether or not. even in 
receiving the Order of the Temple in the Commandery of Alabama 
that body assuming original jurisdiction, the applicant would not be 
compelled to pay the fees for the Orders. From the papers we 
gathered the facts embodied, and decided in the following reply : 

Being a Royal Arch Mason, within the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Commandry of Iowa, you presented your petition for the Orders of 
Knighthood to Honorious Commandery. No. 8. It was acted upon 
favorably, and you were created in that Commandery a Knight of 
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the Red Cross. While such, and before receiving the Orders of 
the Temple, charges were preferred against you in Commandery, No. 
S, You were tried therein and expelled. From that action you 
appealed to the Grand Commandery of Iowa. The committee to 
which your case was referred in that Grand Body reported in your 
favor, reversing the action of the Commandery, and setting aside 
the sentence. This placed you in the position you were prior to 
the trial, and you were practically in the position of never having 
been tried, or, having been on trial, duly acquitted. The question 
now arising is the effect of the action of the Grand Commandery of 
Iowa in directing Honorious Commandery, No. 8, to execute a 
transfer of its jurisdiction over you to a Commandery stationed at 
Birmingham, Alabama, under whose jurisdiction you have resided 
the last two years. I know of no law or Masonic usage requiring or 
imposing upon the Commandery of Birmingham any duty to recog- 
nize any such action of a Commandery of another, or any jurisdic- 
tion. I, however, do not propose to pass upon the action of the 
Grand Commandery of Iowa in this form. I do not regard that as 
within my province. Your appeal, following that latter action, 
should be to the Grand Encampment, as it involves the construction 
of the Constitution, if anything. It is certainly a subject deserving 
careful attention. I have written, at your request, more for the pur- 
pose of defining your status; which, from the papers, I conclude is 
that of a Red Cross Knight of Honorious Commandery, No. 8, of 
Iowa, unless you have since that time withdrawn therefrom, or have 
been legally suspended or expelled. 



By reason of the division of the State of Dakota, our Praters of 
that Grand Jurisdiction deemed it to the interests of our Order to 
have two Grand Commanderies, covering each the jurisdictions of 
North and South Dakota. The Grand Commandery of Dakota was 
regular organized on May 14, 1884, being located within the bound- 
aries of the State of South Dakota, continues under the name and 
style of the Grand Commandery of South Dakota, and has jurisdic- 
tion within the geographical limits of that State. I am pleased to 
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inform you that the proposed division was effected in a spirit of har- 
mony and liberality, which are truly commendable. On the 8th day 
of May, 1890, I received a certified copy of all the proceedings in 
the premises, and a petition for the regular formation of the Grand 
Commandery of North Dakota ; whereupon, I issued my warrant 
appointing R. E. Mark A. Brewer, Past Grand Commander of the 
Grand Commandery of Dakota, as my proxy to organize the Grand 
Commandery and install its officers. This duty he performed in a 
very satisfactory manner on the i6th day of June, 1890, at Fargo^ 
and made report to me of his proceedings. 

NEW COMMANDERIES CONSTITUTED. 

At the 24th Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment, held 
in the City of Washington in 1889, charters were authorized to issue 
for the permanent establishment of McGrorty Commandery, No. 4, 
New Mexico, and Olivet Commandery. No. 4, Florida. 

On the 3d day of December, 1889, I issued my warrant, appoint- 
ing E. Sir Knight Thomas R. Heustis my proxy, to constitute 
McGrorty Cotnmandery, No. 4. 

No official report of the action of Sir Knight Heustis has been 
received, but from information otherwise, I know the duty to have 
been performed. 

On the same day I appointed E. Sir Knight W. A. McLean as my 
proxy, to constitute Olivet Commandery, No. 4, Florida. He reports 
the duty performed on the 13th day of December, 1889, at Orlando, 
installing Sir Wm. H. Jewell, Eminent Commander; Sir Geo. C. Crit- 
tenden, Generalissimo, and Sir Edgar A. Richards, Captain-General. 

NEW COMMANDERIES UNDER DISPENSATION. 

Prior to the issuance of a Dispensation for the opening of a new 
Commandery, I deemed it important to the interests of our Order, 
no less than to those of the petitioners, to require information as to 
their prospects. I, therefore, directed our Grand Recorder to 
address letters of enquiry to the applicants, substantially, as follows : 

I. What will be the nearest Commandery, and how near to your 
proposed Commandery ? 
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2. What the nearest, how near, how many and what the member- 
ship of the Lodge and Chapter from which you can draw material ? 

3. WJiat the population of your town and what are its future 
prospects ? 

The answers being satisfactory, I have issued eight Dispensations, 
to- wit: 

February 77, i8go, — To Alexander Gibson Oliver, Eminent Com- 
mander; Cassim Burton Foster, Generalissimo; David Ward Prit- 
chett, Captain General, and eleven other Sir Knights, to open a 
Commandery by the name of Ivanhbe, No. 2, at Prescott, in the 
county of Yavapia and Territory of Arizona. 

July 12, i8go. — To CM. Barnes, Eminent Commander; Henry 
P. Clark, Generalissimo; L. P. de Steigner, Jr., Captain-General, 
and seventeen other Sir Knights, to open a Commandery by the 
name of Guthrie, No. i, at Guthrie, in the Territory of Oklahoma. 

May ly i8gi, — To Henry Budd Lighthizer, Eminent Commander ; 
Ephraim J. Bennett, Generalissimo; Prosper P. Parker, Captain- 
General, and sixteen other Sir Knights, to open a Commandery by 
the name of Phoenix, No. 3, at Phcenix, in the county of Mariposa 
and Territory of Arizona. 

August 20y iSgi, — To Benjamin Booth, Eminent Commander; J. 
H. Robinson, Generalissimo; Edward McConville, Captain-General, 
and six other Sir Knights, to open a Commandery by the name of 
Lewiston, No. 2, at Lewiston, county of Nez Perce and State of 



August 26, i8gi, — To Clarence Sydney Scott, Eminent Com- 
mander; Frank Alvah David, Generalissimo; Eugene Buchanan, 
Captain-General, and eleven other Sir Knights, to open a Com- 
mandery by the name of Moscow, No. 3, at Moscow, county of 
Latah and State of Idaho. 

October /, /<?p/. — To D. R. Duncan, Eminent Commander; Stan- 
yarne Wilson, Generalissimo; Edwin Kerrison, Captain-General, 
and nine other Sir Knights, to open a Commandecy by the name of 
Spartanburg, No. 3, at Spartanburg, county of Spartanburg and 
State of South Carolina. 

October 7, i8gi, — To Robert H. Hill, Eminent Commander; 
Clarence W. Turner, Generalissimo; Leo. C. Bennett, Captain - 
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General, and fourteen other Sir Knights, to open a Commandery by 
the name of Muskogee, No. i, at Muskogee, county of Creek 
Nation and Indian Territory. 

March 5, i8g2. — To Henry H. Moose, Eminent Commander; 
Deforest D. Leach, Generalissimo; James W. Johnson, Captain- 
General, and thirteen other Sir Knights, to open a Commandery by 
the name of Oklahoma, No. 2, at Oklahoma, county of Oklahoma 
and Territory of Oklahoma. 

SPECIAL DISPENSATION. 

It was duly certified to me by Sir Knight John H. Stephens, 
Eminent Commander, and J. E. Baird, Recorder, of Damascus 
Commandery, No. 2, K. T., stationed at Jacksonville, in the State 
of Florida, that " the Charter and all the Records of said Com- 
mandery had been destroyed by fire on the night of May 18, 1891,'* 
and a petition presented for the issuance of a duplicate charter, or 
a special Dispensation, to enable the Comniandery to continue its 
Conclaves, &c. On careful consideration of the subject, I was of 
the opinion that — as there was no provision niade in the Constitution 
or Code of Statutes for duplicate charters — the proper mode to 
meet the wishes of the Sir Knights would be by special Dispensa- 
tion; therefore, the following warrant of authority was sent to the 
Sir Knights, to-wit: 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNIGHTS TEMPLAR UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA, 

GRAND master's OFFICE, 

Lebanon, Pa., June 75, 1891, 
To all to whom these presents may come^ Greeting^ : 

Whereas, at the Eighteenth Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of Knights Templar, U. S. A., held in the city of Baltimore, St^te of 
Maryland, and on the 4th day of September, 1871, there was granted a 
charter to Damascus Commandery, No 2, stationed in the city of Jackson- 
ville, State of Florida; and 

Whereas, It has been certified to me by Sir Knight John H. Stevenson, 
Eminent Commander, and Sir Knight J. E Baird, Recorder of said Com- 
mandery, that the said charter and the records of Damascus Commandery, 
No. 2, were destroyed by fire on the i8th day of May, 1891, during the 
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burning of the Masonic Hall, situated in Mohawk Block, in said city of 
Jacksonville, and the said Eminent Commander and Recorder petition for 
a special Dispensation, authorizing Damascus Commandery, No. 2, Knights 
Templar, to meet at such time and place as may best suit, under the exist- 
ing circumstances. Believing it to be for the benefit of Templary in general, 
and especially for said Com-mandery — 

Now, therefore^ I, John P. S. Gobin, Grand Master of Knights Templar 
in the United States of America, do hereby grant the prayer of the peti- 
tioners, and by this, my special Dispensation, do authorize the said Damas- 
cus Commandery, No. 2, to open and hold their regular stated Conclaves 
and such called Conclaves as may be deemed necessary, and I further 
endow them with all the powers, rights and privileges of a chartered Com- 
mandery ; this Dispensation to remain in full force and virtue — unless sooner 
revoked — until the Twenty-fifth Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of Knights Templar, to be held in the city of Denver, State of Colo- 
rado, on the second Tuesday in August, 1892, and no longer. I do enjoin 
on the officers of said Commandery to have then and there this Dispensa- 
tion and a record of all the proceedings had thereunder. 

JOHN P. S. GOBIN, Grand Master, 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

CANADA. 

Our Sister Jurisdiction of Canada has suffered irreparable loss in 
the decease of two of its most distinguished Templars. Venerable 
Great Prior Colonel W. J. B. McLeod Moore was called from earth 
at Prescott, Ontario, September 4, 1890. A Mason since 1827, a 
Knight Templar since 1832, his career has been distinguished by 
intelligent and earnest devotion to their interests. At his death he 
was the head of the Order in that jurisdiction, and had been such 
for the period of thirty five-years. Upon his decease he was suc- 
ceeded by the Deputy Great Prior, James A. Henderson, "who soon 
followed his distinguished predecessor to that undiscovered bourne. 
He died on the 7th day of December, A. D. 1890. 

Sir Henderson was equally celebrated in his civil and Templar 
work. A profound jurist, a ripe scholar, an earnest Templar ; his 
memory will ever be green among his numerous Praters. 

Sir Henderson was the representative of the Grand Encampment 
near the Sovereign Grand Priory of Canada, and his place, made 
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vacant at his death, was filled by the appointment of Sir Henry 
Robertson, Supreme Grand Master of that jurisdiction. He is now 
our Grand Representative, having accepted the appointment in a 
most courteous letter. 

It is with the utmost satisfaction that I h^ve learned of the efforts 
made, and their probable success in the near future, to assimilate the 
Rituals of the Order in the Dominion of Canada to those of our own. 
With this accomplished a closer union and a more frequent inter- 
change of visits cannot but have a most desirable effect upon both 
jurisdictions. The pfosperity of the Order in Canada, notwithstand- 
ing its great loss of distinguished and zealous officials, has been very 
marked, and with our sympathy we extend them our congratulations. 

The following commission was issued: 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNIGHTS TEMPLAR UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA, 

OFFICE OF M. K. GRAND MASTER, 

Lebanon, Pa., November 5, i8gi. 

Whereas, The Sovereign Grand Priory of Canada, through its Grand 
Chancellor, M. E. Sir Knight Daniel Spry, has informed us of the death of 
M. E. Sir Knight James A. Henderson, our Grand Representative, and has 
signified its desire to continue its knightly relations with the Grand Encamp 
ment Knights Templar of United States of America ; 

Now^ therefore^ We, the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment, 
announce that, in cordial response to the desire of Praters of the Dominion 
of Canada, do issue this our Commission to M. E. Sir Knight Henry Robert- 
son, Q. P. L. L. B. of Barrie, constituting him our Grand Representative 
near to the Sovereign Grand Priory of Canada, and to discharge the duties 
as such Grand Representative during our will and pleasure. 

Done at Lebanon, Pennsylvania, the day and year first above written. 

JOHN P. S. GOBIN, Grand Master, 

Attest: — My hand and Seal of the Grand Encampment of Knights Tem- 
plar of the United States of America, at Rich- 
[seal] mond, Va., this 7th day of November, A. D. 

1891. A. O. 773. 

Wm. B. ISAACS, 

Grand Recorder, 
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MEXICO. 

The following correspondence with a Templar, now residing in the 
City of Mexico, explains itself, and is given in full : 

Hon. J. P. S. GoBiN, Grand Master 

Grand Encampment, M, K, T, : 

Dear Bro. Companion, Sir Knight, — I am a Knight Tem- 
plar, late of Hugh de Payen Commandery, No. 19, Easton, Penn- 
sylvania, at present W. M. of Toltec Lodge, No. 520, A. Y. & A. M., 
held in this eity under charter from the Grand Lodge of Missouri. 

I have been in correspondence with the General Grand Chapter of 
the United States about starting a Chapter here, and the papers are 
now before the Grand High Priest for signature, as the request has 
practically been granted. We would like also to start a Com- 
mandery here, as there are numerous brethren desirous of getting 
the higher degrees, as well as many visiting Sir Knights. It is, how- 
ever, rather difficult to get the necessary papers for nine Sir Knights, 
which I believe is the regular number. Under these circumstances. 
Brother Companion C. G. Fox suggests that the Grand Commander 
of Knights Templar probably possesses still the power to issue a 
Dispensation to the indispensable number, that is, to three Knights 
of different Commanderies. Please let me know what you think of 
the above proceedings, which in my view is a most important one, 
and what steps I should take to bring the matter to your official 
notice in due form. Our Blue Lodge has sixty odd members, and I 
have no doubt that Chapter and Commandery will be even better 
supported, as we have at present no Masonic future to offer those 
who enter our Blue Lodge. 

Hoping to hear from you shortly and favorably, I remain, 
Yours very courteously, 

RICHARD E. CHISM. 

Office of Grand Master, 

Lebanon, Pa., March 18^2. 
Richard E. Chism, Esq., City of Mexico : 

Dear Sir, — Your favor of February 25, directed to the Grand 
Recorder has been forwarded to me, and the one to myself duly 
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received. I note your desire for a Dispensation to open a Com- 
mandery of Knights Templar in the City of Mexico, with the ** indis- 
pensable number/' and the grounds upon which it is based. With 
the information I have of the condition of Masonry in that Republic 
I would not feel justified in granting your request. The Grand 
Encampment meets- in Denver, Colorado, in August next, when a 
proper application can be laid before it, and will receive due atten- 
tion. 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN P. S. GOBIN, 

Grand Master. 

No formal application was presented in this case, but the action 
would have been the same had there been. From all the informa- 
tion in our possession, we did not deem it advisable to go into the 
Republic of Mexico with our Order while the chaotic condition of 
Masonry existing there, as at present advised, continues. 

Subsequent correspondence with Sir Chism, in which he agrees 
that Mexican Masonry is of a kind peculiar to itself, and claiming 
that the Lodge and Chapter he represents holds no intercourse with 
it, presents the question to the Grand Encampment for its action. 

SCOTLAND. 

In October, 1891, I received from Sir Coulson, of Detroit, Michi- 
gan, a personal letter, in which he urged the appointment of a rep- 
resentative of the Grand Encampment near the Grand Encampment 
of Scotland. I replied thereto, stating that in case the Grand 
Encampment of Scotland desired such an interchange of represen- 
tatives, it should make application therefor to the Grand Enc£^mp- 
ment of the United States, where the matter would receive proper 
consideration. * 

In December following I was informed by several Grand Com- 
manders, of their receipt of communications from the Grand 
Encampment of Scotland, asking to courteously recommend to that 
Grand Body some prominent Templar of this jurisdiction as Grand 
Representative of Scotland, near the Grand Commanderies of their 
respective States. And also to confirm its nomination of a Grand 
Representative of the respective jurisdiction near it. 
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To such Grand Commanders I replied, calling their attention to 
the fact that the Grand Encampment of Scotland had never been 
recognized by the Grand Encampment of the United States as a 
Supreme body, which alone can justify the courtesy desired. (See 
Proceedings Grand Encampment 1883, Grand Master Dean's 
address, and also proceedings of 1886, pages 150-1.) The Grand 
Encampment has declined to exchange representatives with any but 
the Supreme power, which, as I understand it, was the Convent 
General of England and Wales. 

Subsequent investigation satisfied me that I was mistaken in one 
position. The Grand Encampment of Scotland is now as it ever 
has been, an independent body. Like the Grand Encampment of 
the United States, it decHned the proposition of the Prince of Wales, 
and the Great Priory of England, to unite in the formation of a 
general body of the Order for the whole world, the Grand Encamp- 
ment of Ireland and the Great Priory of Canada being the only two 
Supreme bodies which united with the Great Priory of England in 
the formation of the Convent General. Subsequently the Great 
Priory of Canada withdrew. The Grand Encampment of the United 
Stales regarded with favor at one time the proposition of a general 
union, and appointed our distinguished Prater, the late Sir Knight 
Blackie, of Tennessee, to represent our Grand Encampment in the 
formation of such a union, but the refusal of the Templars of Scot- 
land to enter into it caused his withdrawal. The Grand Encamp- 
ment or Priory of Scotland remained an independent body, as is that 
of England and Wales, which includes Ireland. But under the 
rulings of Past Grand Master Hopkins, sustained and adopted by 
the Grand Encampment in 1874 (see page 37), in which he embodies 
the report of Sir Knight Blackie referred to as the "Mission to 
England " on the previous page, the Grand Encampment of Scotland 
cannot be permitted to appoint representatives to our several consti- 
tuent Commanderies. 

In the course of this enquiry I was furnished with a copy of a 
small pamphlet, entitled **The Grand Encampment of Scot- 
land ; What is it, and what position does it sustain towards other 
Scottish Grand Bodies?'* If this correcdy presents the claims of 
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this Grand Body, the propriety of an interchange of representatives 
is one of questionable propriety on the part of the Grand Encamp- 
ment. From this the Grand body claims to exercise control over all 
the Degrees and Orders, blue, red and black, which for many years 
in England and America have been separated into three divisions — 
Lodges, Chapters and Commanderies. From their position the 
Masonic pyramid is inverted, and their system seems to include in 
the higher bodies the work of the Lodges and Chapters. 

Under date of May 4, 1892, I have received the following com- 
munication : 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF THE TEMPLE AND MALTA FOR 

SCOTLAND, 

OFFICE OF GRAND MASTER, AIRDRIE, SCOTLAND, 

AiRDRiE, May 4, i8g2. 

To the Most Eminent the Grand Master of the 

Order of the Temple in the United States of America : 

Most Eminent Sir and Very Dear Frater.— Conceiving 
that, like myself, you have very much at heart the advancement and 
welfare of the illustrious Order to which we belong and over which we 
have the honor to preside, in our separate jurisdictions, wishing the 
establishment of closer fraternal relations between our bodies, would 
it not be advisable to mutally appoint representatives near each 
other ? Believing, as I do, by this and other exchanges of Knightly 
courtesy, we will bridge the distance which geographically divides 
us and feel that we are, as we should be, Knights of the same Order, 
Fraters bound by the same solemn O. B. Trusting, Most Eminent 
Frater to your Knightly courtesy, for the favorable reception of our 
fraternal overture, I have the honor to remain, 
Yours in Arms, 

PETER SPENCE, Major ^th V, B, S, R,, 
Grand Master of the Temple and Malta in Scotland^ 
Kfii^ht Grand Cross of the Order, 

To this I responded as follows : 
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GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNIGHTS TEMPLAR UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA, 

GRAl«jrD master's OFFICE, 

Lebanon, Pa., June 75, i8g2. 

Most Eminent Sir Pet-er Spence, 

Grand Master of the Temple and Malta in Scotland: 

Most Eminent Sir and Frater, — Your esteemed favor of 
May 4, 1892, reached me in due time. I fully appreciate the great 
desirability of a closer union of the various governing Templar bodies 
of the world, and will be glad to unite with you in accomplishing so 
greatly to be the desired result. I will present the matter to the 
Orand Encampment United States at Denver in August next, for 
its proper consideration. With assurances of my knightly regard. 

Courteously yours, 

JOHN P. S. GOBIN, Grand Master. 

I present this request for such action as you may deem desirable, 
feeling assured it will be with the sole object to do that which will 
best subserve the interests of the Order of the Temple. 

CERTIFICATE ISSUED. 

From a communication received from L.. C. Hayne, Eminent 
Commander of Georgia Commandery, No. i, stationed at Augusta, 
Georgia, the following facts were presented : On May i, 1823, the 
Most Eminent Grand Master of the Grand Encampment, during a 
recess, upon the petition of certain Knights Templar, issued to 
Georgia Commandery, No. i, Knights Templar, a Dispensation con- 
stituting and empowering it to work. At this period there was no 
Grand Commandery in Georgia ; in fact, no legal body, Georgia, 
No. I, being the first organized in the State. This Dispensation was 
duly sanctioned at the first Conclave of the Grand Commandery of 
the State of Georgia, in i860. It continued in the possession of the 
said body until February 12, 1888, when, by the destruction of the 
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Masonic Temple (in which was the Asylum of Georgia, No. i,) by 
fire, the entire contents, including the said Dispensation, was des- 
troyed. On April 27, 1888, the Grand Commandery of Georgia 
adopted a resolution, unanimously requesting a certified copy of said 
Dispensation for Georgia, No. i, which was duly forwarded to the 
Grand Recorder. Efforts were made to find, a copy of the original 
of this Dispensation without avail. Recognizing the desire of 
Georgia, No. i, to have a record of this ancient document, ante- 
dating, as it did, every other Commandery in that jurisdiction, a 
request was made to the Grand Master to issue to Georgia Com- 
mandery, No. I, an equivalent Dispensation or Edict, continuing in 
force said Dispensation granted May i, 1823. In accordance with 
this request a statement was prepared, containing the various facts 
as presented in the application of Georgia Commandery, No. i, 
reciting the issuing of the Dispensation referred to, and the subse- 
quent destruction by fire, and giving effect, as far as possible, by an 
Edict and authority to such duplicate Dispensation. This was fur- 
nished the Commandery, and met with their approbation. 

LOST RITUALS. 

The necessity for additional care in the custody of our Rituals 
will be made evident by the perusal of the following letter, which is 
presented in full : 

LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE RAILROAD CO., 
PASSENGER DEPARTMENT, 
41 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUILDING, 

Cincinnati, Ohio, January 11, 18^2. 
Jno. p. S. Gobin, Esq., Grand Master 

Grand Encampment K, T, , Lebanon, Pa, : 

Dear Sir, — Herewith please find a book which I found among 
the effects of the late Mr. S. S. Parker, deceased. A label on the 
inside cover requests that it be sent to the Grand Master of the Grand 
Encampment. Will you please acknowledge the receipt, addressing 
me at 114 N. Fourth street, St. Louis, Missouri. Mr. Parker died 
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in April last, and this matter should have been attended to long ere 
this, but I neglected looking over the papers in detail until the past 
week, when I found this work. I was appointed administrator of Mr. 
Parker's estate, and among other things he left a small trunk filled 
with old personal letters, reports of meetings of different Masonic 
bodies, and other papers of no commercial value, which, for want of 
time, I had neglected examining until now. This will account for 
the delay in sending the book. 



I acknowledged the receipt of the letter and Ritual, and presented 
to Mr. Horner my thanks for his action. This communication being 
apparently from St. Louis, I requested Sir John R. Parson, of that 
jurisdiction, to investigate the Ynatter, who informed me that S. S. 
Parker had not been a Missouri Knight, and it was ascertained that 
he had been a member of Louisville, No. i, and had been Grand 
Commander of Kentucky in 1876, and that he had died in Cincinnati, 
an official of the L. & N. Railroad. Mr. Horner was the administra- 
tor of his estate ; is not a Mason ; and his action in this matter was 
of the most courteous and manly character. 



The absolute necessity for the enforcement of every prerequisite 
to admission into our Asylums cannot be presented more strongly 
than by the statement of an actual occurrence brought to my notice 
by the Grand Commander of the jurisdiction in which it occurred. 

An individual holding a responsible position in the Republic of 
Mexico was a resident of a city where there was a Commandery of 
Kilights Templar. He applied to visit the Commandery, claiming 
to be a member of a Commandery of Knights Templar in the city 
of Mexico. A committee was appointed to examine him, which 
reported him very bright in the work, and he was accordingly 
admitted as a visitor. Some time thereafter he petitioned the Com- 
mandery for membership, his petition being recommended by the 
Eminent Commander and another member of the Commandery, 
and was accompanied by what he stated was a dimit from his Com- 



Yours truly, 



GEORGE B. HORNER. 
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mandery in Mexico. It was in the Spanish language, and none of 
the members could read it. The applicant read it to them, and as 
he read it, it purported to be a dimit from a Commandery in Mexico. 
His petition was referred to a committee, who, after taking more 
time than usual, reported favorably, and he was elected a member of 
the Commandery. 

During all this time, it never occurred to the officers and members 
to enquire into the legitimacy of, or the condition of, the Order of 
the Temple in the Republic of Mexico, and it was not until some 
months after the admission of this man that suspicion arose. In the 
meantime the man had removed to another city, and occupied a 
responsible position there under the Mexican government. 

Upon the matter being brought to the notice of the Grand Com- 
mander, he caused the so-called dimit to be translated, which dis- 
closed the fact that it was a letter of commendation from some 
organization never recognized by the Grand Encampment nor under 
any relations of comity with any Templar bodies. A copy is here- 
with appended. 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF THE 



The Supreme Council, aware of your departure to the Encampment 
of Knight Templars of the Valley of Kansas City, U. S. A., where you are 
about to discharge the duties of Mexican Counsel, has deemed it prudent 
to advise you that in your representations you visit those Encampments, 
participating to their worthy members the assurance of our esteem, and 
establishing amicable and reciprocal relations between these orders and 
this Grand Lodge, advising opportunately of your work in this respect to 
the Grand General Secretary. 

We fraternally salute thee, and send thee an os.: of peace with the S. S.: 
& bb.: gen nos son Con.: 

The General of the Order, 

J. CEBALLOS, Gr, 7°. 
The Grand Secretary General, R. Y. Suyman, gr. 7°, Sovereign Grand 
Inspector General of Knight Templars, Mexican U. S. 

[seal.] 

Supreme Council of the Order of the Temple, Secretary General. • 



REPUBLIC OF MEXICO. 



To THE Knight Kad : gr: 5° Templar, 
Dear Brother R. G. A. 



Present. 



[seal.] 
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The above seals are simply printed. 

A peculiar feature of this transaction is its similarity to an occur- 
rence of many years ago in some respects. A man made applica- 
tion for admission, as a visitor, into an Asylum of Templars in 
Missouri, claiming that he had received the Orders in a Consistory. 
(A. A. S. R.) The Eminent Commander refused to admit him. 
The applicant appealed to the Grand Commander, who was that 
eminent Templar scholar, George Frank Gouley. The Grand Com- 
mander not only sustained the Eminent Commander, but issued an 
edict prohibiting the admission of all persons claiming to be Tem- 
plars who had not received the Orders in a regularly-constituted 
Commandery. This act led to a bitter personal controversy between 
R. E. Sir Gouley and Albert Pike, which lasted for some time, and 
which will be readily recalled by many Templars for its bitter acrimony. 

It is very evident that this man was not a Knight Templar. No 
Commandery is warranted in the Republic of Mexico as such. 
There is an organization known as the Orient of Mexico, which has 
reduced the 33° to 9°, from which apparently this letter issued. This 
body is subordinate to the Grand Orient of France, with which no 
American Masonic organization has any intercourse whatever. 
There is also a Scottish Rite that prevails there, and a Templarism 
not recognized by Grand Encampment. Whether this gentleman 
therein gained sufficient information of the Order of the Temple to 
enable him to gain admission into the Asylum of American Templars 
can only be conjectured. That he did gain such entrance is a noto- 
rious fact. That he imposed upon the Commandery is equally cer- 
tain. The necessary action has been taken to remedy the evil, and 
the peculiar situation induces me to present it thus fully, in order 
that no such imposition can be practiced in the future. Every 
Asylum should be thoroughly protected against all claims to admis- 
sion, except upon the compliance with every regulation and in the 
case of strangers particularly, after the most careful inquiry. 

RITUAL COMMITTEE. 

The Committee on Ritual will submit the result of their delibera- 
tions. . They have given the subject the careful consideration it 
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deserved, and it is to be hoped this much discussed matter will be 
presented to the Grand Encampment in such satisfactory manner as 
will enable us to exclaim, well done. With unity of purpose and a 
due regard for the best interest of the entire Order, we cannot fail to 
remove all dissension upon this question from our midst, and at the 
same time preserve intact the traditions, the impressions and affec- 
tions of our ceremonials. 

The following changes have been made in the composition of the 
committee, in accordance with the authority vested in the Grand 
Master : 

Connecticut — Past Grand Commander Henry Woodword, vice 
P. G. C. Nathan Dikeman, deceased. 

Illinois — Past Grand Commander John C. Smith, vice P. G. C. 
Norman T. Gassette, deceased. 

Nebraska — Past Grand Commander Walter H. Sanborn, vice 
Sir A. T. C. Pierson, deceased. 

Maryland — Past Grand Commander William A. Hanway, vice 
P. G. C. Jacob E. Krebs, deceased. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING TO GRAND ENCAMPMENT. 

The Grand Standard Bearer. R. E. Sir George M. Moulton, 
in the following communication, presents his compliments to the 
Grand Encampment, which, with my reply, tells the entire story. 
Were anything additional needed, the display in the Grand Encamp- 
ment of his magnificent gift would fitly emphasize it: 

GRAND COMMANDERY KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF ILLINOIS, 
OFFICE OF PAST GRAND COMMANDER, 

1545 S. Clark St., Chicago, December 8, i8go. 
Gen. J. P. S. GoBiN, M. E. Grand Master 

Grand Encampment K, T., U. S, A., Lebanon, Pa.: 
M. E. Sir and Dear Prater, — Inasmuch as it is the duty of 
the Grand Standard Bearer " to support, display and protect the 
banner of our Order," and ascertaining shortly after my induction 
into the office, with which, through your partiality, I was invested, 
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that the Grand Encampment did not number among its properties a 
Grand Standard, I have caused one to be made in conformity with 
the regulations of the Grand Encampment, save that, for convenience, 
it has been reduced proportionately to three-fifths of the regulation 
size (three feet by five feet). 

This standard I desire to present through you to the Grand 
Encampment as a Christmas offering. 

At present the banner is displayed in my Templar home, the 
Asylum of St. Bernard Commandery, No. 25, K. T., Chicago, to 
whose care I have entrusted it during my term of office as Grand 
Standard Bearer. I need not add that my Commandery feel a pride 
in the performance of this trust, and in some degree feel that they 
are, for the time being, the " Color Commandery of the vast Tem- 
plar army in the United States. 

I trust that the Standard, of which I enclose herewith photo- 
engravings of the front and- reverse sides, may be acceptable to you 
and to the Grand Encampment, and that my successors in office may 
feel the same pride and pleasure in its support, display and protec- 
tion as does the present Grand Standard Bearer. 

With assurances of my Knighdy regard, and extending to you the 

compliments of the season," I remain. 



GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNIGHTS TEMPLAR UNITED STATES 



R. E, Sir George M. Moulton, Grand Standard Bearer: 

My Dear Sir Knight, — Your esteemed favor of the 8th inst. 
duly received. I need not assure you how gratifying were its con- 
tents. The Grand Encampment cannot but show its appreciation of 
you Knightly act in thus presenting it with a Standard in keeping 



Sincerely yours, 



GEO. M. MOULTON, 

Grand Standard Bearer, 



OF AMERICA, 



OFFICE OF GRAND MASTER, 



Lebanon, Pa., December 26, 18^0. 
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with its distinguished reputation. On its behalf I accept your Christ- 
mas offering with great pleasure, and as to its custodian, I know you 
will display it whenever and wheresoever the occasion requires it. 
With assurances of personal esteem, 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN P. S. GOBIN. Grand Master. 

NOTABLE EVENTS. 

The centennial celebration of Maryland Commandery, No. i» 
was held in the city of Baltimore, May 5 and 6, 1890. The occa- 
sion was one of great interest, inasmuch as the historian, R. E. Sir 
E. T. Shultz, with his noted industry and research, was prepared ta 
assert and maintain the claim made for Maryland Commandery, No. 
I, and read a most interesting paper to the body upon this subject. 
He sustained this by documentary evidence, substantiating his claim 
to the institution of Maryland Commandery, No. i, at Baltimore in 
the year 1790. The occasion was one of great interest, and the 
' hospitality of the Templars of the city of Baltimore sustained 
thoroughly their w«ll known reputation. Throughout the entire 
celebration every effort was made to successfully entertain the large 
number of visiting Templars. The occasion has been rendered the 
more interesting in the history of this Commandery, and of Templars 
in the State of Maryland, in view of the fact that so recently there- 
after their Temple, with all it contained, was destroyed by fire. This 
great loss brought to the Templars of that city, however, the sym- 
pathy of their Praters throughout the entire jurisdiction. 

PRESENTATION OF TESTIMONIAL. 

The Grand Encampment, at its session of 1889, having directed that 
a testimonial be prepared and presented to Past Most Eminent Grand 
Master James H. Hopkins, in appreciation of his faithful and efficient 
services as chairman of the Committee on Jurisprudence, the occa- 
sion of the centennial celebration above refererd to was deemed a fitting 
opportunity to make this presentation. In the presence of a magni- 
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ficent audience, assembled in the Grand Opera House, a beautiful 
silver goblet was presented by the Grand Master, and received by 
Sir James H. Hopkins, in the fitting and eloquent terms of which he 
is so perfect a master. The presentation was successfully accom- 
plished, and added greatly to the interest of the occasion. 

MONUMENT TO PRESIDENT GARFIELD. 

It will be remembered that at ihe funeral of our distinguished and 
illustrious Fraler, Sir Knight James Abraham Garfield, in Cleveland, 
Ohio, a large concourse of - Knights Templar, embracing representa- 
tives from nearly all the Subordinate Commanderies of Ohio, and 
many from other jurisdictions assembled and participated in the cere- 
monies incident to the burial. His remains were duly deposited with 
civic, military and Masonic honors, in a sepulchre furnished to 
receive the same, until a more suitable resting place could be pro- 
vided. Immediately thereafter a plan to erect a National Monument 
to the memory of our illustrious Prater was inaugurated. It met 
with a cheerful and liberal response. Conspicuous among those 
interested were the Templars of Ohio, both individually and collec- 
tively, and the result was the erection of a handsome mausoleum, in 
which the remains of the distinguished Prater were to be placed. It 
being completed, arrangements were made for the dedication on the 
30th of May, 1890. At the earnest invitation and appeal from the 
Board of Trustees, the Knights Templar consented to participate in 
the dedicatory services, and the Grand Commander of Ohio, R. E. 
Sir Henry Perkins, requested the officers of the Grand Commandery 
of Ohio and the Subordinate Commanderies to assemble on the day 
named, for the purpose of participating in the proposed parade, and 
by their presence manifest the fraternal regard and attachment in 
which they cherished in undying memory, the exemplary name and 
character of our illustrious Prater. Unfortunately unable to be pre- 
sent myself, it is with great satisfaction that I am enabled to report 
the complete success of the dedication. Large numbersL of distin- 
guished citizens united with the Templars in formally dedicating the 
monument. This latter exercise was under the control of, and the 
ceremonies were performed by the Templars of Ohio, appropriately 
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and effectively. The affair was a most memorable one in the history 
of our Order; of a distinctively National character ; and justly war- 
rants being duly recorded among the proceedings authorized by this 
Grand body. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Shortly after the adjournment of the Triennial Conclave of 1889 
I appointed Eminent Sir Leighton Coleman, Bishop of Delaware, as 
Grand Prelate of the Grand Encampment. 

The vacancy occasioned by the death of R. E. Sir Nicholas Van 
Slyck, Grand Junior Warden, I filled by the appointment of Past 
Grand Commander Nicholas R. Ruckle, of Indiana. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

Numerous Dispensations have been asked for, the details of 
which would be neither interesting nor amusing. The purposes 
generally were to create Templars without waiting the prescribed 
time, and for purposes of parading. There were others desired 
where the objects sought to be obtained were not directly associated 
with Templar Masonry. These latter, were invariably refused. 
Parades were authorized where the occasions were Masonic or of a 
general public character — such as the laying of corner-stones of 
public buildings, or acting as escorts to Masonic Lodges upon the 
occasion of such events. 

In granting Dispensations to confer the Orders upon candidates 
without waiting the prescribed time, we have required the name of 
the applicant to be mentioned in the Dispensation, and exacted a 
notice to each member of the date of meeting when the ballot would 
be passed. I do not favor such Dispensations, believing that the 
honor of receiving the Orders of the Temple should not be hastily 
or lightly bestowed, but after due consideration, in response to an 
application made with deliberation, and acted upon under the law. 

DELINQUENT. 

The necessity for prompt returns of Grand bodies as well as 
those subordinate to the Grand Encampment has been so frequently 
referred to by my predecessors as to make any additional mention 
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superfluous. No one essential in a Recorder is more desirable than 
prompt and accurate performance of all his duties. Certainly none 
are more appreciated by those dependent upon them for informa- 
tion. While the great majority come up to the most exact desire, 
there are a few still remaining to whom procrastination seems a duty 
as well as a pleasure. 

For several years the Commandery at Columbia, South Carolina, 
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment, has failed to make 
any report. Personal letters addressed to the last Eminent Com- 
mander known elicited no reply. Similar action by the Grand 
Recorder brought no better result. Anxious to ascertain the condi - 
tion, I requested Sir Stanyarne Wilson, of Spartanburg,. South 
Carolina, to visit Columbia, ascertain the situation of the Com- 
mandery, and if there was no longer an organization, to secure the 
charter and such property as should be returned to the Grand 
Encampment, and to report to me his action as early as possible. 
Sir Knight Wilson, having kindly consented, visited Columbia, had 
a conference with a number of the members, and ascertained that 
they were reluctant to relinquish their charter, and obtained from 
them promises of compliance with the law in the near future. Not^ 
withstanding this assurance, up to the period of writing this report 
no communication has been received from them, and the Com- 
mandery still remains delinquent for the years 1890, 1891 and 1892. 
There is no authority vested in the Grand Master to suspend the 
charter of a Commandery, and the situation of this body is pre- 
sented for your consideration. 

Baron Commandery, No. 3, stationed at Key West, Florida, is in 
a similar condition, as shown by the following letter, to the Grand 
Recorder : 

Key West, June 2g, 1892, . 

Wm. B. Isaacs, Esq,, Grand Recorder: 

Dear Prater, — The blank for annual returns received. Sorry 
to say that our Commandery has not held a meeting since April 4, 
1890, therefore will not be able to make any returns. 
Courteously yours, 

GEORGE H. CURRY, 
Recorder Baron Commandery, No, j, K, T. 



Digitized by 



62 



Proceedings op the 



[Denver, 



ESSENTIALS. 

In. February, 1890, I was informed by our Grand Recorder that 
he had received from R. E. George C. Connor, Secretary of the 
Special Committee on Ritual, sundry copies, in cypher, of the Essen- 
tials of the Templar Ritual and Keys thereto, which he had dis- 
tributed by express, prepaid, as provided in the sixth resolution of 
the series of "Resolved'' as adopted at the last Grand Conclave 
(Proceeding 1889, page 213). Subsequently I received many appli- 
cations — as did the Grand Recorder, which he referred to me — from 
individual members of the Order and from Grand Commanderiesfor 
additional copies. These applications were so numerous, and the 
rights of the applicants in the premises being unknown to me, I 
determined it judicious and safe to throw the responsibility of pos- 
session on the respective Grand Commanderies. To that end I 
ordered the issue of a circular-letter, addressed to the Grand 
Recorders of all the Grand Commanderies and the Recorders of the 
Commanderies subordinate to the Grand Encampment, providing a 
form, as follows, to enable them to obtain from our Grand Recorder 
the number of copies required, 

[requisition.] 
GRAND COMMANDERY OF , 

GRAND commander's OFFICE, 

189 

In addition to the number of copies of the Cyphers and Keys to the 
"essentials " received in the month of February, 1890, there is required the 
following to "supply" this Grand Commandery and its subordinates. 
The Grand Recorder of the Grand Encampment K. T. of the United States 

is requested to forward to our 

Grand Recorder at the following: 

Cyphers, 

Keys, 

For which a receipt will be promptly returned. 



Grand Commander. 
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DEATHS. 



Those of us who beheld our Past Grand Master Charles Roome, 
as he bade us farewell at the last Triennial Conclave, were prepared 
in a measure for the announcement so soon thereafter made, that the 
golden bowl had been broken, the silver cord severed, and he had 
been summoned to appear before the Graiid Master above. On 
June 28, 1890, his spirit left mortality, and he was laid to rest by the 
Brethren who had loved him so well in life. 

It was difficult to realize, however, when informed by the Grand 
Treasurer, Sir Knight Lines, and Past Grand Commander Burnham, 
that our Grand Junior Warden, Very Eminent Sir Knight Nicholas 
Van Slyck had passed away. His* stalwart form, as he moved 
amongst us and received our congratulations upon his advancement 
to a position he was so eminently fitted to fill, promised many years 
of usefulness to the Order, and of happiness to himself. He was a 
light amongst men, of commanding influence, eminent in his pro- 
fession, and rightly entitled to a front rank in life's earnest workers. 
His decease, therefore, came as a surprise to all of us. We scarcely 
realized our great loss. Our hearts were with those of our Brethren 
who performed for him the last sad rites. The general circulars 
were issued on both occasions, and copies are hereto appended. 

The past three years will ever be remembered for the number of 
prominent and influential members of this Encampment' who were 
called up higher by Him who ** doeth all things well." Scarcely a 
jurisdiction in which there was not heard the sound of funeral notes 
in the Grand Commanderies, and the emblems of mourning appear- 
ing upon their standards. Many worthy Templars whom we have 
greeted upon these occasions will meet with us no more. The long 
list of dead Praters, members of this Grand Encampment, repre- 
sents some of the ablest and most zealous workers in the Order, 
whose influence was readily felt, and whose character gave tone to 
much of the progress in their jurisdiction. It presents a bead roll 
of eminent Templars, who, having " finished the course, fought the 
good fight, have thenceforth a reward laid up for them * * in the 
bright and better hereafter. 
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The following list contains the names of the deceased, with date of 
death and year in which it was reported: 

Alabama, 1892 — Walter Lawrence Bragg, August 21, 1891, D. 
G. Master G. Encampment U. S. 1877, Grand Commander, 1873-4. 

Arkansas, 1891 — George Harrison Meade, Grand Treasurer, 
October 13, 1891. 

.1892 — Isaac L. Butterfield, Past Grand Generalissimo, December 
16, 1891. 

California, 1890 — James Lawrence English, Past Grand Com- 
mander, May 29, 1889. 

Carnot Coriolanus Mason, Past Grand Commander, July 15, 1889. 

1 891 — Alexander Gurdson Abell, Past Grand Commander, Decem- 
ber 28, 1890. 

Bruce Benj. Lee, Past Grand Commander, October 30, 1890. 
Philip Walter Keyser, Past Grand Commander, January 15, 1891. 
Tristam Burgess, Past Grand Commander, August 28, 1890. 
Alvin Bacon Preston, Past D. G. Commander, September 8, 1890. 
Osgood Church Wheeler, Grand Prelate, April 16, 1891. 

1892 — Isaac Sutven Titus, Past Grand Commander, April 22, 



Colorado, 1892 — Francis Gallup, Past Grand Prelate, August 
20, 1891. 

Connecticut, 1890— David Clark, Past Grand Commander, 
October 8, 1889. 

1 89 1 — Nathan Dikeman, Past Grand Commander, November 3, 



1892 — Howard B. Ensign, Past Grand Commander, May 9, 1891. 

Dakota, 1890 — D. Frank Etter, Past Grand Generalissimo (date 
not given). 

Georgia, 1891 — Thomas Whitty Chandler, Past Grand Com- 
mander, May II,* 1890. » 
Thomas Hardeman, Past Grand Commander, M^irch 7, 1891. 
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Calvin Fay, Grand Senior Warden, 1890. 

John H. Parker, Grand Sword Bearer, February 2, 1890. 

Illinois, 1890 — Charles Winthrop Dunning, Past Grand General- 
issimo, November i, 1888. 

1891 — Hosmer Allen Johnson, Past Grand Commander, February 
26, J891. 

George Waite Deering, Past Grand Commander, May 4, 1891. 
Norman Theodore Gassette, Past Grand Commander, March 26, 
1891. 

Seymour Stoner, Past Grand Prelate, January 26, 18^1. 

1892 — Daniel Dunslin, Past Grand Commander, March 30, 1892. 

Indiana, 1890 — ^John K. Pye, Past Grand Prelate, February 19, 
1890. 

1892 — William Hacker, Past Grand Commander and. Past Grand 
Recorder, July 29, 1891. 
Salathiel T. Williams, Past Grand Commander, April 29, 1892. 
Thomas A. Lynch, Past Grand Prelate, March 3, 1892. 

Iowa, 1890 — Frank Neely, Past Grand Commander, May 8, 1889. 
John C. Parrih, Past Grand Commander and Past Grand Recorder, 
September 26, 1890. 
James T. Lane, Past Deputy Grand Commander, March 19, 1890. 
E. E. Ainsworth, Past Grand Commander, August 12, 1890. 
Joseph Lyman, Past Grand Captain- General, July — , 1890. 

Kansas, 1892 — Not received. 

Kentucky, 1891 — Hiram Bassett, Past Grand Commander, Nov- 
ember 6, 1890. 

Samuel Spencer Parker, Past Grand Commander, April 7, 1891. 
1892 — ^John Stewart Lyle, Past Grand Commander, April 13, 1892. 

Louisiana, i 891— John W. Madden, Past Deputy Grand Com- 
mander, March i, 1891. 

1892 — ^John Graham Fleming, Past Grand Captain- General, Jan- 
uary 2, 1892. 
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Maine, 1892 — Silas Alden, Past Grand Captain-General, January 
24, 1891. 

1892 — ^John Bird, Past Grand Commander, March 10, 1892. 
Joseph Frederick Leavitt, Past Deputy Grand Commander, June 
30, 1890. 

Ira Berry, Grand Recorder, September 23, 1891. 

Maryland, 1890 — Frank J. Kugler, Past Grand Recorder, Sep- 
tember 25. 1889. 

John Snowden Tyson, Past Deputy Grand Commander, July 26, 
1890. 

1892 — ^Jacob Emory Krebs, Past . Grand Commander, April 26, 
1892. 

Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 1891 — John William Dad- 
man, Grand- Prelate, August 6, 1890. 

Alfred Chapman, Grand Recorder, March 20, 1891. 

1892 — Nicholas Van Slyck, Past 'Grand Commander and Junior 
Warden Grand Encampment K. T., March 3, 1892. 

Michigan, 1892 — Edmund D. Benedict, Past Grand Commander. 
January 30, 1892. 

Minnesota, 1890 — A. T. C. Pierson, Past Grand Captain-General, 
Grand Encampment U. S., November 26. 1890. 

1892 — Thomas Lee, Past Deputy Grand Commander, March 28, 
1892. 

Mississippi, 1890 — W. Richards, Grand Senior Warden, Decem- 
ber 12, 1889. 

1891 — B. F. Hudson, Past Grand Captain -General, January 10, 
1891. 

T. W. Whitsey. Grand Prelate, September 10, 1889. 

W. Priestly, Grand Prelate, August 12, 1890. 

W. Noonan, Grand Junior Warden, May 31, 1890. 

1892— J. E. Leigly, Grand Commander, November 7, 1891. 

R. M. Young, Past Grand Senior Warden, September 3, 1891. 
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Missouri, 1892— W. Ridgeway Penick, Past Deputy Grand Com- 
mander, December 4, 1891. 

John Carr, Past Grand Generalissimo, December 25, 1891. 

Montana, 1892— W. N. Baldwin, Grand Captain- General, March 
8, 1891. 

Nebraska, 1892 — Samuel G. Owens, Past Grand Commander, 
March 8, 1892. 

Charles P. Needham, Past Deputy Grand Commander, November 
II, 1891. 

New Hampshire, 1890 — Charles Joseph Hendley, Grand Prelate, 
November 18, 1888. 

Howard Henry Rollins, Past Deputy Grand Commander, July 31, 
1889. 

1891 — Benjamin Franklin Rackley, Past Grand Commander, April 
26, 1890. 

New Jersey, 1890 — William H. Doggett, Past Grand Com- 
mander, April 25, 1890. 

David S. Battey, Past Grand Commander, April 5, 1890. 

New York, 1890 — John Levi Lewis, Past Grand Generalissimo, 
June II, 1889. 

1 89 1 — Charles Roome, Past Grand Commander and Past Grand 
Master, Grand Encampment, June 28, 1890. 

Ohio, 1890— Jonathan Nash Burr, Past Grand Generalissimo, 
September 7, 1889. 

Theodore F. Niceman, Past Grand Generalissimo, June 26, 1889. 
Joseph M. Stuart, Past Grand Generalissimo, March 19, 1890. 
Alanson Phelps, Past Grand Prelate, November 5, 1889. 
James Nesbitt, Past Grand Recorder, November 29, 1889. 

1892 — Lafayette Van Cleve, Grand Prelate, March 2, 1892. 

Oregon, 1892 — Frelon J. Babcock, Grand Recorder, November 
2, 1891. 
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Pennsylvania, 1890 — Geter C. Shidle, Past Grand Commander 
and Past Grand Warder, Grand Encampment, June 11, 1889. 

1891 — Chas. H. Kingston, Past Grand Commander, Feb. 21, 1891- 

1892 — ^John A. Wright, Past Grand Commander, 

William H. Strickland, Past Grand Commander, 

Tennessee, 1890— Benjamin Franklin Haller, Past Grand Com- 
mander, 

1891 — W. D. Robinson, Past Grand Commander, 

Joseph B. Palmer, Past Grand Commander, 

Gamaliel B. Wilson, Past Grand Commander, 

1892 — Achilles de Grasse Sears, Past Grand Commander, 

Townsend Alexander Thomas, Past Grand Commander, 

Texas, 1890— George M. Patrick, Past Grand Commander, July 
— , 1889. 

J. W. Hanning, Past Grand Commander, January 6, 1890. 
J. W. Pandexter, fast Grand Prelate, February 15, 1890. 

Vermont, 1890 — W. Brinsmaid, Past Deputy Grand Commander^ 

F. F. Fletcher, Past Grand Captain-General, 

1 89 1 — Frank H. Bascom, Grand Treasurer, 

John B. Hollenbeek, Past Grand Recorder, 

Virginia, 1892 — Isaac Stoddard Tower, Past Grand Commander, 
January 29, 1892. 

Wisconsin, 1891 — Thomas J. Brooks, Past Grand Captain- 
General, June 18, 1 891. 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNIGHTS TEMPLAR UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA, 

OFFICE OF M. E GRAND MASTER, 

Lebanon, Pa., July 15th, i8go. 

To all Knights Templar within the 

Jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment : 
It becomes my sorrowing duty to announce to you the death of our 
esteemed Past Grand Master 

CHARLES ROOME, 
of New York, my immediate predecessor. 
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It is but a few brief days since he moved amongst us, and presided over 
our Councils as Grand Master. His venerable presence and patriarchal 
benediction will ever linger fn our memories, and his example tend to influ- 
ence our actions. 

After a long and serious illness, borne with the fortitude and patience of 
a true Christian Knight, upon Saturday, June 28th, he quietly passed away, 
and upon July ist his mortal body was laid to rest in Greenwood Cemetery 
with Masonic ceremonies. 

As a ripened sheaf, our illustrious Sir Knight has been gathered to the 
Asylum of the Blest, after a life distinguished in every avenue in which he 
served. ' 

As a citizen, soldier. Mason, Templar, he was pre-eminent, and won suc- 
cess because he deserved it* 

We recognize the fact that he had servf d the full measure of his years ; 
that he bore the burthens of life manfully; and with perfect trust in the Grand 
Master above, he welcomed death 

" Like one that draws the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams." 

All Commanderies — Grand and Subordinate — under the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Encampment will make a proper record of this announcement, 
and have it read at the head of the lines. 

JOHN P. S. GOBIN, 

Grand Master. 

Attest : 

William B Isaacs, 

Grand Recorder, 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNIGHTS TEMPLAR UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA, 

OFFICE OF M. E. GRAND MASTER, 

Lebanon, Pa., March 21st, 1892. 

To all Sir Knights within the Jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment: 

" The air is full of farewells to the dying 
And Mournings for the dead." 

We bid farewell to and mourn the death of Very Eminent Sir Knight 

NICHOLAS Van SLYCK, 

our Grand Junior Warden, who departed this life in the city of Providence, 
Rhode Island, on Thursday, March 3d, 1892. in the sixty-third year of his 
age. 
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The mention of the name of Sir Knight Van Slyck only is sufficient to 
call up sweet memories of one who, as citizen, friend, Mason, father, hus- 
band, and in all the other relations of life, manifested the qualities of ster- 
ling worth and high character. 

" Honors voice could not provoke the silent dead." 

The Grand Commanderies and Commanderies subordinate to the Grand 
Encampment Knights Templar will cause this circular to be read at the 
head of their lines at the first Conclave after its receipt, and make due 
record thereof. 

JOHN P. S. GOBIN, 

Grand Master. 

Teste : 

Wm. B. Isaacs, 

Grand Recorder, 

VISITATIONS. 

Accepting the invitation of the Grand Commandery of Virginia, 
I attended its Annual Conclave at Roanoke, Thursday, January 30, 
1890. The proceedings were interesting, but the cordial greeting 
and the Knightly courtesy of the Templars of that Gi:and Jurisdic- 
tion was indicative of the loyalty and devotion which has so dis- 
tinguished them in the past, and which will ever hold them near to 
the heart. 

I had accepted an invitation to attend the Annual Conclave of the 
Grand Commandery of Ohio, at Toledo, in September, 1890, but 
while en route, was taken ill, and compelled to forego that great 
anticipated pleasure. 

An extensive trip through the jurisdiction of Georgia, Tennessee, 
Alabama and Mississipi, in April, 1891, in the company of our 
esteemed Frater, R. E. Sir George C. Connor, has been so well and 
eloquently described by him in his proceedings of the Grand Com- 
mandery of Tennessee for 1891, that it is difficult to give any more 
details. The itinerary was arranged by Sir Connor with his usual 
care for the comfort and well-being of the Grand Master, and the 
occasion became a scene of ovations. From Chattanooga in Ten- 
nessee, to Atlanta in Georgia, to Birmingham in Alabama, to Vicks- 
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burg in Mississipi, to Memphis to Nashville, again in Tennessee, we 
met the Templars of the various jurisdictions, and those of the 
adjoining ones. The Grand Officers of Arkansas were with us at 
Memphis, and want of time alone prevented an extension of our 
trip to the territory west of the Mississippi. 

It is difficult to commit to cold type the impressions and recollec- 
tions of those days. The cordial grasp of the hand, the continuous 
and earnest greetings, the magnificent hospitality, cannot be described. 
It will ever live in the memory, associated with the unsurpassable 
array of Templars that lined our entire pathway, and welcomed us 
to their hearts and homes. We found everywhere the banner of the 
Templar borne by worthy and devoted Praters, and this Grand 
Encampment has no Altars erected where greater efforts are made 
to teach the lessons of Templar Masonry in their purity and correct 
spirit. To Sir Connor and the great army whom I would like to 
name individually if I could, but whose greetings I will ever cherish 
with throbbing heart, I am under obligations I can never repay. 
God's choicest blessings on them all. 



These, Sir Knights, constitute the various subjects which, in 
my judgment, are for your consideration. They embrace topics 
already considered, but which present new phases, requiring your 
attention. 

With gratitude to the God of our fathers for His numerous mer- 
cies, with my earnest thanks to one and all for the courtesy and 
kindness manifested on every occasion, I conclude my work as 
Grand Master. Imperfect as it may be, it has been conscientious 
and devoted, with but a single purpose — that of advancing the ban- 
ner of the Cross — of promoting the best interests of our beloved 
Order. 

Wishing you and yours every blessing vouchsafed to man, I 
await your further pleasure. 



FAREWELL. 



JOHN P. S. GOBIN, 



Grand Master, 
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The reports of the Grand Recorder and Grand Treasurer were 
read in part, and referred to the Committee on Finance, also the 
supplemental report of the Grand Recorder was read and referred 
to the same committee. 

GRAND RECORDER'S GENERAL REPORT. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

In November, 1889, a majority of the members of the Committee on 
Printing (section 66, paragraph 6, Constitution) met in the city of Washing- 
ton, D. C. The record of the proceedings of the Triennial Conclave were 
carefully examined, and the contract for printing was awarded Sir Knight 
W. Ellis Jones, of the city of Richmond. Copy was placed in his hands 
immediately thereafter, and the work — a very creditable and satisfactory 
job — was completed and ready for delivery in the month of February fol- 
lowing. As, on former distributions, the books were sent by express, pre- 
paid, accompanied by a shipping memorandum, and advices were sent by 
mail embracing the resolutions of distribution (Proceedings 1883, page 296). 



Alabama 27 

Arkansas 25 

California 58 

Colorado 31 

Connecticut 40 

Dakota 23 ' 

Georgia 26 

Illinois 85 

Indiana 55 

Iowa 73 

Kansas 61 

Kentucky 49 

Louisiana 27 

Maine 36 

Maryland 48 

Massachusetts & Rhode Island, 58 

Michigan 70 

Minnesota 45 

Mississippi 32 

Missouri 76 

Montana 13 



Nebraska 44 

New Hampshire 35 

New Jersey. 45 

New York 69 

North Carolina 17 

Ohio 65 

Oregon 12 

Pennsylvania 96 

Tennessee 36 

Texas 50 

Virginia 35 

Vermont 24 

Washington 14 

West Virginia 27 

Wisconsin 37 

Wyoming 12 

Grand Officers 38 

Subordinate Commanderies.. . . 40 

Periodicals 15 

Libraries 83 

Sold 35 

1,787 
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CONSTITUTION AND DIGEST- 

The adoption of the resolution offered in the report of the Committee on 
Finance authorized the printing of i,ooo copies of the Constitution and 
Digest. I found upon examination that that edition would barely go around, 
leaving no copies to supply such demands as would probably be made for 
them. Therefore, as the cost of publication was but a few dollars more, I 
had 1,500 copies printed. My estimate as to demand was found to be correct. 
All proper applications have been promptly supplied, and if the possessors 
of the Code have read it with any care, a plea of ignorance of Templar 
Law would hardly be regarded as legitimate. 

REPRINT. 

The reprint of Proceedings from 1816 to 1868 was accomplished and made 
ready for sale in February last. We are greatly indebted to M. E. James 
H. Hopkins, chairman of Special Committee, for a careful and admirable 
preparation of the copy for the hands of the printers (Sir Knights Gibson 
Brothers, of Washington). The Most Eminent Grand Master instructed 
the issue of the following circular : 

Grand Encampment United States,' 
Grand Recorder's Office, 
Masonic Temple, Richmond, Va. 

The reprint of the Proceedings of the Grand Encampment from 1816 to 
1868, both inclusive, as ordered on page 188 of Proceedings of 1889, is now 
ready for sale and delivery. It is published in two volumes, octavo, and 
bound in cloth. The price fixed for the two volumes by the Most Eminent 
Grand Master is fo.50. The work will be sent oii receipt of the price. 

Remit by postal order or check on eastern banks. Please give address 
in full. 

WILLIAM B. ISAACS, Grand Recorder. 

RITUALS. 

The MS. attested copies in full of the "Essentials" and cypher copies 
of the Rituals were received by me in sealed packages from the Secretary 
of the Special Committee on the 27th day of January, and on the 5th day of 
February following the parcels as received were sent by express, prepaid, 
containing a MS. copy, and cyphers and keys to fit, to— 
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Kansas 34 

Kentucky 25 

Louisiana 5 
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Maryland 15 
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Michigan 46 
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Minnesota 53 

Missouri 67 

Mississippi 12 

Montana 7 

Nebraska 43 

New Hampshire 12 

New Jersey 58 

New York 63 

North Carolina 11 

Ohio 80 



Subordinate Commanderies 



Oregon 14 

Pennsylvania 90 

South Dakota . . . ^ 14 

Texas 37 

Vermont 22 

Virginia 21 

Washington 11 

West Virginia . 12 

Wisconsin 32 

Wyoming 4 

: 35 



1,211 

Rituals for Tennessee were, I presume, delivered by the Secretary of the 
committee, and for North Dakota by the Recorder of South Dakota. 

JEWELS. 

At the last Triennial Conclave a resolution was passed authorizing the 
Grand Recorder to secure suitable jewels for the Grand Officers, and appro- 
priating the sum of f 1,000 for that purpose. I gave the subject careful and 
earnest thought. A full set — to wit, 13 — mi^ht have been obtained, but the 
most serious question to my mind was. Can a full set be had, costing only 
f 1,000, that will be suitable to the dignity of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States ? I consulted such Grand Officers, Past Grand Officers, 
and Officers of the line as were within my reach, and as there is some discre- 
tion, implied if not direct, in the premises, and remembering the general 
expression of opinion and views on the subject during the session of the 
Grand body and of those wjiom I consulted, I deemed it best and appropriate 
to jewel only the officers of the Grand Council. In this connection I think 
it proper to say that I received from V. E. Sir Kt. Reuben H. Lloyd, our 
Grand Captain-General, the munificent contribution of $265 to be added to 
that portion of the 1 1,000 which I proposed to expend for the jewel to be 
worn by the Grand Master. The Grand Encampment, so far as I am in- 
formed, has never adopted standard jewels for its Grand Officers, therefore 
I had to rely mainly on the artistic skill and taste of others for designs. 
Among those which were submitted I more fully approved of the beauty, 
appropriateness, and price of the designs of Sir Knight A. H. Petting, a 
manufacturer of Baltimore, who came to me highly recommended by well 
known Praters and Brethren, and I am glad to say that, in my opinion, he 
did not betray the confidence reposed in him. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Grand Master's Jewel : Pontifical cross 4>^ inches long, 14-karat gold ; 
weight, 80 pwts. ; ground of cross, a rich purple enamel, gold edge ; 
"abacus" surmounted on cross; circle and handle of abacus set with forty 
diamonds, one large 2-karat diamond in centre ; further embelished with 
two cross swords, hilts of gold, scabbards of platina. 
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Deputy Grand Master's Jewel : Patriarchal cross 4>i inches long, 14-karat 
gold, 70 pwts. ; "abacus" surmounted on cross ; circle of abacus set with 
forty-three diamonds. 

Grand Generalissimo's Jewel : Square and paschel lamb surmounted on 
cross ; upper edge of square set with forty-five diamonds. 

Grand Captain- General's Jewel : Level and cock surmounted on cross ; 
lower edge of level set with twenty-seven diamonds. 

The handiwork of Sir Knight Fetting is before you, as worn by you 
Council Officers, and I cherish the hope that they meet your approval and 
admiration as thoroughly as they do mine. 

SUMMONS. 

Title 56, section i, Digest, requires the Grand Recorder to issue sum- 
mons to attend the Triennial Conclaves two months before the time fixed 
for such Conclave. This section of the Digest cannot be literally complied 
with, unless Grand Recorders and Recorders of Subordinate Commanderies 
promptly perform their part. A notification of the annual election of officers 
does not furnish the Grand Recorder with the Aecessary information. All 
affiliated Past Grand Commanders are members of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, and it is as much the duty of the Grand Recorder to issue summons to 
them as it is to issue to Council Officers. The notification referred to does not 
embrace the names and post-office addresses of the Past Grand Commanders, 
hence the summons for this Triennial have issued to all the members only 
on the day of the receipt of the returns, and to some of them as late as 
July 13th. The returns from the Grand Commandery of Missouri not having 
been received as late as the nth day of July, I that day forwarded to the 
Grand Recorder the summons, and requested him to serve them on all the 
members in his Grand Jurisdiction. The Recorders of Baron, No. 3, and 
Olivet, No. 4, Florida; and Columbia, No. 2, South Carolina, having failed 
to make returns — the latter for three years— I have been unable to issue 
summons to their respective Council Officers. 

ANNUAL RETURNS OF GRAND COMMANDERIES. 

I presume there is always a good reason existing in the minds of Grand 
Recorders and Recorders of Commanderies subordinate to the Grand En- 
campment, for failing to make their annual returns. 

The following tables will show — 

No. I. The date of receipt of returns, number of C6mmanderies under 
their respective jurisdictions, and membership. Such of the returns as have 
been received subsequently to the day required by law can be ascertained 
by the tables Nos. i and 2 in this report. 

No. 2. The date of receipt of returns from the Subordinate Comman- 
deries and membership. 

No. 3. Showing the number Knighted, Admitted, Restored, Deceased, 
Suspended and Expelled. 

No. 4. Recapitulation and comparison. 
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TABLE No. Ill — 'Consolidated for years 1891-92, showing, to -wit : 



, I. 



Alabama — 
Arkansas. . . 
California . . 
Colorado . . . 
Connecticut • 

Georgia. 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas r , 

Kentucky . . 
Louisiana.... 

Maine 

Maryland 

Mass. and R 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri* 

Montana 

Nebraska 

•New Hampshire. . 

New Jersey 

New York 

North Carolina . . . 

North Dakota 

Ohio 

Oregon — 

Pennsylvania 

South Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

Arizona 

Delaware 

District Columbia. 

Floridat 

Idaho 

Indian Territory. . 

Nevada 

New Mexico 

Oklahoma 

Sandwich Islands. 
South CarolinaJ. . 
Utah 



a; 
'5 



143 
145 
417 
484 
392 
185 
1,466 

613 
666 
776 
412 

30 
566 

172 
2,011 
992 
515 
122 
172 
117 
333 
365 
326 
2,060 

73 
141 

1,349 
69 

2,345 
123 
241 
600 
271 

333 
138 
230 
518 

53 
261 

71 
414 
30 
49 
15 
12 
40 
4 



35 
55 



20.954 



e 



25 
24 

221 
100 
22 

23 
263 
178 
171 
98 
48 

6 

34 
16 

113 
146 
191 
10 
16 
14 
64 
58 

63 
186 

II 

14 
332 

20 
278 

14 
76 
102 
23 
55 
73 
23 
77 
24 
I 

5 
40 

4 
I 



2 

15 



2,300 



17 
7 

12 
10 

3 
8 

74 
36 
5 
21 

41 
II 
6 

9 
18 

33 
7 
39 
64 
I 
20 
10 



135 



I 

175 



21 
5 
5 

22 
2 

5 
I 
2 

10 
6 
2 
2 

31 



878 



(A 

(U 

o 
Q 



20 
23 
147 
34 
82 

35 
244 
106 

113 
70 

91 
14 
84 
49 

335 

157 
79 
25 

133 
7 
34 
67 
59 

388 
13 
7 

244 
6 

390 
9 
61 

67 
63 
48 
7 

19 
90 
10 
5 
7 
64 

3 
I 



II 
7 



2,645 



a; 



a 
S 



22 

49 
III 

74 

23 
35 
473 
27s 
512 
285 

88 
4 
89 

50 
166 

317 
202 
28 
I2g 

17 
106 

72 
114 
343 

17 

24 
448 
I 

398 
43 
50 

172 

47 
114 

27 
19 
211 

13 



4 

12 

3 



6 
25 



6 
14 



5.263 



C 

C/5 



27 
19 
100 

43 
25 



80 



149 

137 
86 
8 
33 
47 
179 
III 

87 
2 

9 
19 
78 
9 
37 
1,313 
• 5 
13 
358 



356 
10 
47 
53 
6 

37 
3 
15 
68 

24 



6 
48 
2 



3»665 



* Returns filed Aag^ist 9, 1892. f No retarns from Nos. 3 or 4 for 1892. % retams from No. 2 for 1890, '91 aad '92. 
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TABLE No. IV. 
Recapitulation and Comparison, 



Number of Subordinates under Jurisdiction of Grand Commanderies : 

1887—768 1888—789 1889—813 

1890—839 1891—862 1892—880 

Number Subordinates under Jurisdiction of Grand Encampment: 

1887—31 1888—22 1889—22 

1890 — 23 1891 — 24 1892—30 

Number Knighted— Grand Commanderies. 

i887-'88 and '89 16,877 

i890-'9i and '92 19,964 

Subordinate Commanderies, 
i887-'88 and '89 564 i89o-'9i and '92 990 



i887-'88 and '89— Admitted, 


2,828 


i890-'9i and '92, 2,300 


Restored, 


656 


878 


Deceased, 


2,901 


2,645 


Dimitted, 


4.809 


5,263 


Suspended, 


3,236 


4,053 


Expelled, 


88 


100 



Members of Grand and Subordinate Commanderies : 

1887— 72,849 1889—78.918 1891—87,724 

1888— 75,322 1890—83,833 1892—92,791 

No returns from Grand Commandery of Missouri,* nor from Nos. 3 and 4* 
Florida and No. 2 South Carolina. 

In closing my second Triennial " General Report" it is proper I should 
say : The Sir Knight who occupies the responsible position of Grand 
Recorder, if he honestly discharges the multifarious duties which devolve 
upon him — and that I have earnestly endeavored to do — does not, at all 

* Returns filed August 9, 1892. 
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times "lie on a bed of roses," yet there has nothing occurred during my 
term of service, calculated to embarass or disturb the fraternal relations 
which have for so many years characterized my intercourse with the Sir 
Knights. Therefore I feel it no less my pleasure than duty to extend to all my 
Fraters, throughout the Grand Jurisdiction, my grateful thanks for the 
kindness and courtesies which I have received at their hands, and the forbear- 
ance they have exercised towards my short comings, and especially are my 
acknowledgments due to our Most Eminent Grand Master and all the Grand 
Officers for the confidence they have reposed in me, for the cordiality with 
which they have met me, and the Knightly affection which, in our personal 
and official relations, has existed between us. 



Courteously submitted, 



WM. B. ISAACS, 

Grand Recorder. 
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GRAND RECORDER'S FINANCIAL REPORT. 
STATEMENT OF CONTINGENT FUND. 



Balance on hand $ 53 71 

1889. 

Oct. 23. Warrant No. 43 200 00 

1891. 

Mar. 31 Warrant No. 62 10000 

1892. 

June 29 Warrant No. 75 15000 



l503 71 

Disbursements consolidated, to-wit : 

Telegrams and postage stamps $ 66 1$ 

Printing and stationery 140 33 

Contingent expenses 206 34 

412 82 

Balance due Grand Treasurer $90 89 



The following tables will show : 

No. I, Date of receipt of returns and amounts received from Grand 
Commanderies. • 

No. 2, Same as to Subordinate Commanderies. 

No. 3, Comparative statement. 

No. 4, General account of receipts and remittances. 
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TABLE No. Ill— COMPARATIVE STATEMENT. 



Received from Grand Cotnmanderies — 1887 $3,538 40 

*' —1888 .3.68245 

' " —1889 3,849 80 

** —1890 4,089 10 

" ^ ** " — 1891 4.279 10 

** " —1892 4,332 65 

Received from Subordinate Commanderies —1887 396 00 

" ** *' —1888 310 00 

—1889 386 00 

** " " — 1890 430 00 

** " — 1891 364 00 

'< '* " —1892 758 GO 
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TABLE No. IV— GENERAL ACCOUNT. 

RECEIPTS AND REMITTANCES. 

Balance from Charles Roome: $ i8 oi 

Special from Reuben H. Lloyd 265 00 

1890. 

Feb. 13. Cash dispensation Ivanhoe Commandery, 

No. 2, Arizona $90 00 

July 12. Cash dispensation Guthrie Commandery, No. 

I, Oklahoma 90 00 

1891. 

Ap'l 27. Cash dispensation Phoenix Commandery, 

No 3, Arizona 90 00 

Aug. 20. Cash dispensation Lewiston Commandery, 

No 2, Idaho 90 00 

26. Cash dispensation Moscow Commandery, 

No. 3, Idaho 90 00 

Oct. I. Cash dispensation Spartanburg Command- 
ery, No. 3, South Carolina 90 00 

Cash dispensation Muskogee Commandery, 

No. I, Indian Territory 90 00 

Mar. 5. Cash dispensation Oklahoma Commandery, 

No. 2, Oklahoma 90 00 

187 1. 

Cash sales of Pro. 1871, 4 copies ; 1874, 4 
copies ; 1877, 2 copies ; 1880, 3 copies ; 
1883, 4 copies ; 1886, 1*2 copies ; 1889, 35 

copies — 64 copies at $1.50 96 00 

Cash, sales reprint from 1816 to '56 — 2 at $$y 10 00 
Cash, sales reprint from 1816 to '68 — 60 at 
$350 210 00 



Received from Grand Commanderies, 
Received from Subordinate Commanderies, 
Received from Grand Commanderies, 
Received from Subordinate Commanderies, 
Received from Grand Commanderies, 
Received from Subordinate Commanderies, 



$283 01 



720 00 





316 00 


1890.. 


$4,089 10 


1890.. 


430 00 


I89I. . 


4.279 10 


I89I.. 


364 00 


1892. . 


• 4.332 65 


1892.. 


758 00 




$15,561 86 
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1889. 
Oct. 31. 
Nov. 5. 

1890. 
June 21. 
30. 



DISBURSEMENTS. 
Cash remitted H. Wales Lines, G. T 



July 



5. 
15. 
21. 
26. 



Sept. 5. 
II. 
25. 

1891. 

March 31. 
June I. 

24. 

30. 



July 



II. 
16. 



Aug. 14. 
Sept. I. 
14. 

Oct. 3. 

1892. 
March 4. 
24. 

1892. 
May 9. 
25. 



$ 18 01 
265 00 

639 00 
526 15 



353 70 
374 10 
1,072 70 

579 55 



237 65 
418 30 
288 45 



504 45 
302 45 
934 55 

717 90 
767 80 



664 00 
129 15 



90 00 
119 15 



739 60 
694 40 



1,448 16 

2.380 05 

944 40 
136 00 

1,741 45 



1485 70 
835 30 



793 15 
180 00 



209 15 



1,434 00 



Carried forward, 



11,587 36 
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Brought forward, 11587 36 

1892. 

June 8. Cash remitted H. Wales Lines,. G. T $ 1,113 25 

13. " " " .... 901 30 



28. " " .... 65625 



July 4. " " " •••• 34185 

12. " " .... 52880 

13. " " " •••• 43305 



E. <2f O. E. 
Richmond, Va., 13th July, 1892. 



2,670 80 



1,303 70 



I15561 86 



WM. B. ISAACS, Grand Recorder. 
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GRAND TREASURER'S REPORT. 

H. WALES LINES, Grand Treasurer, in account 



Sept. I— To balance from last settlement, see 1889 Proceedings, 

page 135 $2,407 25 

1890. 

Sept. I — To Wm. B. Isaacs, Grand Recorder, from Sept. i, 1889. . 3,828 21 
1891. 

Sept. I — To Wm. B. Isaacs, Grand Recorder, from Sept. i, 1890. . 5,142 85 
1892. 

July 13— To Wm. B. Isaacs, Grand Recorder, from Sept. i, 1891 . . 6,590 80 



Carried forward 17,96911 
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1889. Disbursements. 



Oct. II— 


-By W. LaRue Thomas 


Order 


2Q. 


47"^ 00 




By R. H. Lloyd, Gr. S. W 




o^> 


265 GO 




By H. B. Stoddard. Gr. J. W. . 


« 


^I. 


125 GO 








38, 


100 00 




By John P. S. Gobin, D. G. M 




V7 


50 00 




By 9ugh McCurdy, Gr. Gen 




28. 


100 00 




By H. Wales Lines, Gr. Treas. . . 


(i 


32. 


50 00 






(( 


33, 


70 00 


15- 




(I 


26, 


50 00 


21- 


-By H. Wales Lines, Gr. Treas — 


It 


37, 


34 20 




By N. Van Slyck, Gr. S. B 


(( 


35, 


50 00 


23- 




(I 


41, 


^ 8«) 






(( 


AO 


202 62 


24- 


-By John P. S. Gobin, Gr. M 


{( 




150 00 


25- 


-By J. R. Parsons Gr. S. B 


.< 




50 00 


26- 




« { 


42, 


150 00 






(( 


43. 


200 00 


Nov. 4- 


-By Nicholas R. Buckle, Gr. W. . 


(( 


o^> 


50 00 


Dec. 18- 


-By Hugh McCurdy 


< 1 


AA 


250 00 


20- 


-By Wm. B. Isaacs, Gr. Rec 


(t 


45f 


150 00 




By Wm. B. Isaacs, Gr. Rec 


<( 


46. 


150 00 


30— By John P. S. Gobin, Gr. M 




47, 


500 00 


1890. 










Jan. II- 


-By W. Ellis Jones 


(( 


48, 


300 00 


25- 


-By John P. S. Gobin. Gr. M. . . . . . 


(( 


49, 


24 00 


Feb. 18- 


-By W. Ellis Jones 


(( 


50, 


832 95 


26- 




(( 


51, 


430 33 


Mch. 19- 




t( 


52, 


150 00 


May 20- 


- By Ro. E. Withers, P. Gr. M 


(( 


53, 


36 00 


June 9- 


-By Wm. B. Isaacs, Gr. Rec 


(( 


54, 


150 00 


July 24- 


-By Howard Swineford, Agt. Royal Ins., *' 


55. 


30 00 






(( 


56, 


302 37 


Sept. 6- 




(( 


57, 


150 00 




By Wm. B. Isaacs, Gr. Rec, 


(( 


58, 


100 00 


29- 


-By A. H.. Petting 


(( 


59, 


1,265 00 


Dec. 22- 




(( 


60, 


125 00 


1891. 










Mch. 9- 




(( 


61, 


125 CO 


April 4- 




(( 


62, 


100 00 



Carried forward 



6,946 32 



94. Proceedings of the ^Denver, 

H. WALES LINES, Grand Treasurer, in account 
Brought forward 17,969 11 



$17,969 II 
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with Grand Encampment, Knights Templar, U. S. A. 



Brought forward 6,946 32 

1891. 

June 8— By Wm. B. Isaacs, Gr. Rec ** 63, 125 00 

Sept. 4— By Wm. B. Isaacs, Gr. Rec '* 64, 125 00 

17— By John P. S. Gobin, Gr M . ** 65, 150 00 

Dec. 14— By Wm. B. Isaacs, Gr. Rec 66, 200 00 

By Wm. B. Isaacs, Gr. Rec " 67, 150 00 

1892. 

Feb. 20 — By John C. Smith Order 71, 94 00 

By Chas. H. Fisk •* 70, 15000 

24 — By Geo. McGown 69, 11600 

By Gibson Brothers " 68, 1,253 15 

By Jos. A. Locke, Chairman, &c " 73, 185 83 

By Geo. C. Connor " 72, 74 65 

June 8— By Wm. B. Isaacs, Gr. Rec ** 74, 450 00 

July I — By Wm. B. Isaacs, Gr. Rec " 75, 150 00 

10,169 95 

By invested since September 2, 1889 : 

Meriden Savings Bank, Meriden, Conn ." 200 00 

City Savings Bank, Meriden, Conn 1,500 00 

Southington Savings Bank, Southington, Conn 500 00 

Bridgeport Savings Bank, Bridgeport, Conn 250 00 

Peoples Savings Bank, Bridgeport, Conn 250 00 

Nangatuck Savings Bank, Nangatuck, Conn 500 00 

Dime Savings Bank, Waterbury, Conn 500 00 

Waterbury Savings Bank, Waterbury, Conn 500 00 

Connecticut Savings Bank, New Haven, Conn 500 00 

Society for Savings, Hartford, Conn 500 00 

New Haven Savings Bank, New Haven, Conn 500 00 

5,700 00 

By balance in Home National Bank, not invested 2,099 16 

$17,969 II 

SUMMARY. 

1889. 

Sept. 2 — Net Cash Resources 1^17,829 21 

1892. 

July I — Cash received from Grand Recorder since 

September 2, 1889 15.561 86 

Investment Earnings since Sept. 2, 1889. . : . . 2,104 85 

35.495 92 

Less orders paid 10,169 95 

Net Cash Resources . . 125,325 97 
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GRAND ENCAMPMENT FUNDS. 
Deposits, Investments and Earnings from September 2, i88g. 



Meriden Savings Bank, Meriden, 
Conn 



City Savings Bank, Meriden, Conn. 

Southington Savings Bank, South- 
ington, Conn 



Bridgeport Savings Bank, Bridge- 
port, Conn 



Peoples Savings Bank, Bridgeport, 
Conn 



Nangatuck Savings Bank, Nanga- 
tuck. Conn 



Dime Savings Bank, Waterbury, 
Conn 



Waterbury Savings Bank, Water- 

^ C 



bury, Conn . 



Connecticut Savings Bank, New 
Haven, Conn 



Society for Savings, Hartford, 
Conn 



New Haven Savings Bank, New 
Haven, Conn , 



$3,500 26 
2,189 65 

1,075 31 
1,074 39 
1,103 97 
1,096 21 
1,036 18 
1,087 83 
1,055 49 
1,089 64 



$15,421 96 



$ 200 00 
1,500 00 

500 00 

250 00 

250 00 

500 CO 
500 00 
500 00 
500 CO 
500 00 
500 CO 



$5,700 00 



$ 294 74 

385 13 

161 04 
154 59 
147 19 
159 54 
161 03 
141 13 
169 47 
140 42 
144 40 



$2,058 68 



17 57 
23 79 



4 81 



$46 17 



Deposited in Home National Bank, Meriden, Conn., subject to sight draft. 

Net cash resources 



$3,995 00 
4,074 78 

1,774 07 

1,479 90 

1,471 58 

1,763 51 

1,774 81 

1,701 10 

1,757 30 

1,700 72 

1,734 04 



23,226 81 
2,099 16 



$25,325 97 



Courteously submitted, 

H. WALES LINES, Grand Treasurer. 

Meriden, CoNN.,y«/v /, i8g2. 
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GRAND RECORDER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT. 

Parag^raph 5 of section 17 of the Constitution requires your 
Grand Recorder to report *' on the first day of each Triennial Con- 
clave the names of the Grand Commanderies and of those Com- 
manderies working under the jurisdiction of the Grand Encamp- 
ment which have not complied with the requisition to furnish him 
with its full annual historical and financial returns for the use of the 
Grand Encampment.** 

On page 75 of my General Report I report the Grand Com- 
mandery of Missouri, and Subordinates Nos. 3 and 4 of Florida, and 
No. 2 of South Carolina as delinquent. 

It is a pleasure to me to announce that since the printing of that 
Report the Grand Commandery of Missouri and Subordinate Com- 
mandery, No. 4, of Florida, have complied with the requirements of 
the foregoing paragraph of section 17. 



R. E. Sir Knight Locke, of Maine, chairman of Special Committee 
on Rituals, presented the report of the Committee on Rituals, and on 
his motion it was made the order of the day for to-morrow at 10.30 
o'clock A. M. 



On motion of V. E. R. H. Lloyd, of California, it was — 

Resolved^ That the sessions of this body be held from 9.30 to 12 M., and 
from 2 to 6 P. M. 



The Grand Recorder read the following letters, which were 
ordered to be spread upon the record : 



Respectfully submitted. 



WILLIAM B. ISAACS, 

Grand Recorder, 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RITUALS. 



SESSIONS OF GRAND ENCAMPMENT. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



7 
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Galveston, Texas, Au^^ust 1892. 
R. E. Sir William B. Isaacs, Grand Recorder 

M. E, Grand Encampment 0/ K T. of the U. S A.: 

Dear Frater, — I have been anticipating with much pleasure a personal 
attendance at the Triennial Conclave to assemble at Denver, Colorado, on 
the 9th inst., but unavoidable circumstances forbid it. 

Having been a member of our noble and revered Order for nearly fifty 
years, and of the M. E. Grand Encampment for thirty-six years (1856), I 
have noted with increasing pride its steady growth in numbers and useful- 
ness, and have hhd great satisfaction in attending the Triennial Conclaves, 
and renewing from time to time the fraternal greetings of *' auld lang syne.** 
In place of a personal greeting on this occasion. I beg through you to con- 
vey to all the officers and members of the M. E. Grand Encampment my 
best wishes for your personal and collective well-being, with the earnest 
prayer that each of us may so *' bear the Cross," that we may ultimately, 
through the merits of the Immaculate Jesus, be permitted to "wear the 
Crown.*' 

With affectionate regard to all, 

Yours fraternally, 

JAMES SORLEY, P. G. C. G. 

Pass Christian, Miss., August /, i8g2, 

John P. S. Gobin, Esq.y Grand Master 

of Knights Templar in the United States : 

Most Eminent and Dear Sir, — I greatly regret that present and great 
bodily illness and infirmity will prevent my being present at the Twenty- 
fifth Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment of the Knights Templar 
of the United States, to be held at Denver, Colorado, on the 9th proximo, 
and therefore beg that I may be excused therefrom. While regretting my 
inability to be present, I am thankful that I have been permitted to attend 
so many of these happy re-unions, having missed none since 1865, and hope 
they will be long continued. 

While embracing again this opportunity to thank you for many kind 
recognitions of your friendship and appreciation, I must beg to be allowed 
to tender vou my resignation as a member of the Committee on Jurispru- 
dence. So important a post should not be filled by an absentee. 

With my best wishes for your prosperity and success, and that of the 
Grand Encampment, 

I remain, most sincerely and courteously yours, 

JOSEPH P. HORNOR, 
Past Grand Commander of Louisiana, 
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M. E. John Q. A. Fellows, of Louisiana, was appointed on the 

Committee on Jurisprudence, vice R. E. Sir Knig^ht Hornor, 
resigned. 

UNIFORM DISPENSED WITH. 

On motion of Sir Knight Thos. O. Morris, of Tennessee, it was — 

Resolved^ That after this session the members of the Grand Encamp- 
ment be allowed to appear in citizen's dress with the insignia of office 
added thereto. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 
The M. E. Grand Master announced the following standing com- 
mittees, to- wit : 

COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 

Sir Knight W. W. Allen, of Pennsylvania. 
Sir Knight B. G. Witt, of Kentucky. 
Sir Knight Wm. M. Petrie, of California, 

committee ON DOINGS OF GRAND OFFICERS. 

Sir Knight W. P. Innes, of Michigan. 

Sir Knight Duncan T. Bacon, of Indiana. 

Sir Knight James H. Codding, of Pennsylvania. 

Sir Knight George W. Burnside, of South Dakota. 

Sir Knight D. C. Proctor, of Texas. 

Sir Knight Yancey C. Blaylock, of Washington. 

Sir Knight Lafayette Lyttle, of Ohio. 

Sir Knight Edgar C. Salisbury, of Nebraska. 

Sir Knight Christian Swartz, of Connecticut. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 

Sir Knight Geo. H. Burnham, Rhode Island. 

Sir Knight E. C. Birdsey, Connecticut. 

Sir Knight E. E. Downham, Virginia. 

Sir Knight Thos. O. Morris, Tennessee. 

Sir Knight C. C. Isaacs, Maryland. 

Sir Knight Samuel P. Hamilton, Georgia. 

Sir Knight David W. Wallace, Missouri. 

At 4 o'clock, P. M. the Grand Encampment adjourned until to- 
morrow at 9 30 o'clock A. M. 

Teste: WM. B. ISAACS, Grand Recorder. 
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SECOND DAY. 

Wednesday, August io, i8p2. 

Grand Master John P. S. Gobin called the Grand Encampment to 
order at 9.30 o'clock A. M. 

PRESENT. 

The same officers as yesterday and a large number of members. 

DEVOTIONS. 

The Sir Knights were led in their devotions by V. E. Leighton 
Coleman, Grand Prelate. 

MINUTES READ. 

The Grand Recorder read the minutes of proceedings of yesterday, 
which were approved. 

ADMISSION OF VISITORS. 

On motion of Sir Knight H. M. Aiken, of Tennessee, it was — 

Resoled^ That all Sir Knights in good standing be admitted to the gallery 
of this hall during the sessions of the Grand Encampment, except during 
the election of officers. 

COMMITTEES. 

The M. E. Grand Master appointed the following committees: 

ON UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

Sir Knight Wm. B. Melish, of Ohio. 

Sir Knight R. W. Darby, of District of Columbia. 

Sir Knight E. C. Culp, of Kansas. 

Sir Knight I. W. Stanton, of Colorado. 

Sir Knight J. J. Hayes, of Mississippi. 

Sir Knight Geo. B. Van Saun, of Iowa. 

Sir Knight Charles E. Rosenbaum, of Arkansas. 
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COMMITTEE ON GRIEVANCES. 



Sir Knight H. W. Rugg, of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Sir Knight Wm. F. Muchmore, of New Jersey. 

Sir Knight P. A. Wilson, Jr., of North Carolina. 

Sir Knight D. M. Holmes, of North Dakota. 

Sir Knight John Martin, of Texas. 

Sir Knight Edwin B. Hay, of District of Columbia. 

Sir Knight Charles B. Finch, of Nebraska. 

Sir Knight Thos. Mcp. Patton, of Oregon. 

Sir Knight Thos. Montgomery, of Minnesota. 



Sir Knight Myron M. Parker, of District of Columbia. 

Sir Knight Joseph A. Manning, of Indiana. 

Sir Knight F. J. S. Gorgas, of Maryland. 

Sir Knight Wilbur P. Webster, of Florida. 

Sir Knight James H. Peabody, of Colorado. 

Sir Knight W. W. Van Winkle, of West Virginia. 

Sir Knight Jno. H. Brown, of Kansas. 

DISPENSATION TO NEW COMMANDERIES. 

Sir Knight Jefferson S. Conover, of Michigan. 

Sir Knight R. H. Chamberlain, of Massachusetts and R. I. 

Sir Knight Turman B. Hicks, of Wyoming. 

Sir Knight Sylvester O. Spring, of Illinois. 

Sir Knight John A. Sloan, of Missouri. 

Sir Knight Bryon L Carr, of Colorado. 

Sir Knight Kittridge Hastings, of Vermont. 

grand constable of great priority of CANADA RECEIVED. 

R. E. Wm. G. Bell, Grand Constable of Great Priory of Canada, 
was ihtroduced and received in suitable manner by the M. E. Grand 
Master, and seated with the Council officers. 



NEXT PLACE OF MEETING. 
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COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 



The Committee on Credentials made their report, which, on 
motion, was adopted. 



M. E John P. S. Gobin, Grand Master. 

R. E. Hugh McCurdy, Deputy Grand Master. 

V. E. Warren La Rue Thomas, Grand Generalissimo. 

V. E. Reuben Hedly Lloyd, Grand Captain-General. 

V. E. Henry B. Stoddard, Grand Senior Warden. 

V. E. Nicholas R. Ruckle, Grand Junior Warden. 

V. E. H. Wales Lines, Grand Treasurer. 

V. E. William Bryan Isaacs, Grand Recorder. 

V. E. Leighton Coleman, Grand Prelate. 

V. E. George M. Moulton, Grand Standard Bearer. 

V. E. Myron M. Parker, Grand Sword Bearer. 

V. E. Henry M. Aiken, Grand Warder. 

V. E. Francis E. White, Grand Captain of Guard. 



GRAND OFFICERS, 1892. 



PAST GRAND MASTERS. 



M. E. John Q. A. Fellows, 



M. E. James H. Hopkins. 



PAST GRAND CAPTAIN-GENERAL. 



V. E. La Fayette Lyttle. 



GRAND COMMANDERIES. 



ALABAMA. — Organized 2gth November ^ i860. 



Proxy. 



G. C. John A. McKinnon. 
D. G. C. Charles Wheelock. 

G. G. Robert L. Douglass. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



John G. Smith, 
Daniel Smith, 
James T. Holtzclaw, 



John D. Wilkins. 
Henry C. Davidson, 
Wm. A. Alexander. 
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ARKANSAS,— Orj^am'zed 23d May, 1872. 



Proxy. 



G. C. Charles E. Rosenbaum. 
G. G. C. 
G. G. 

G. C. G. Geo. P. Taylor. 



Thos. H. Jones. 
Jesse M. Dill. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



James H. Van Hoose, 



Benj. F. Atkinson, 



Logan H. Roots. 



CKLIYOKNIA.—Organized loth August, 1858, 

G. C. Jacob Hart Neff. 
D. G. C. Wm. Vanderhurst. 
G. G. Frank W. Sumner. 
G. C. G. Edward S Lippitt. 



COLORADO.— 6>r^a«/><?flf 14th March, 1876, 

G. C. Byron L. Carr. 

D. G. C. Alphonse A. Burnaud. 

G. G. Albert B. McGaffey. 

G. C G. Mortimer J. Lawrence. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



Wm. A. Davies, 
Hiram T. Graves, 
Edward R. Hedges, 
Charles F. Lott, 



Wm. M. Petrie, 
Reuben H. Lloyd, 
Sam 'I H. Wagener, 
Wm. O. Gould. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



Henry M. Teller, 
Webster D. Anthony, 
Irving W. Stanton, 
Horace M. Orahood, 



James P. Maxwell, 
Horace N. Banks, 
Aaron Gove, 



Michael H. Fitch, 
Roger W. Woodbury, 



James M. Stickler, 
Michael Spangler, 



James H. Peabody, 



George Wyman. 
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CONNECTICUT. —Or£^antzed jsth September, 1827, 

G. C. Christian Swartz. 

D. G. C. James B. Wildman. 

G. G. Herrick Wilson. 

G. C. G. Hugh Stirling. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Dan'l Calkins, Fred. W Waldron, 

Henry Woodward, Charles E. Billings, 

H. Wales Lines, Charles B. Ware, 
Eli C. Birdsey, Fred. A. Spencer, 

Ira L. Gardiner. 

GEORGIA —Organized 2sth April, i860. 

Proxy. 

G. C. Geo. W. Mcllhaney. 

G. G. Geo. W. Mcllhaney. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDER. 

Sam'l P. Hamilton. 
YLIANOIS— Organized 27th October, 1857. 

Proxy. 

G. C. Sylvester O. Spring. 
D. G. C. Charles G. Mac. 
G. G. Harvey M. Hall. 

G. C. G. Gilbert W. Barnard. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

P. W. Barclay, John C. Smith, 

J. F. Nash, L. L. Mann, 

Geo. M. Moulton. 

INDIANA —Organized i6th May, 1854. 

Proxy. 

G. C. Joseph A. Manning. 

D. G. C. Wm. H. Smythe. 

G. G. Simeon S. Johnson. 
G. C. G. Charles W. Slick. 
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PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Nicholas R. Ruckle, Duncan T. Bacon, 

Henry G. Thayer, Henry H. Lancaster, 

Walter Vail. Irvin B. Webber. 

K.—Organized 6th June, 1864. 

G. C. W. F. Cleveland. 
D. G. C. E. O. Soule. 
G. G. W. I. Babb. 
G. C. G. D. W. Clements. 



?AST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



Thos. S. Parvin, H. S. Winslow, 

Geo. B. Van Saun, A. W. Dougherty, 

Wm. A. McGrew. 

Y.K^^hS.—Organized 2ist October, 1868, 

G. C. Edward C. Culp. 

D. G. C. Clark Gray. 

G. G. Alexander G. Robb. 

G. C. G. Robert E. Torrington. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



John H. Brown, Jacob De Witt, 

Thomas J. Anderson, Henry C. Cook, 

Silas E. Sheldon, Theophilus P. Rodgers, 

Dwight Byington, Charles W. Hunt. 

Winfield S. Corbett. 

'KENTUCKY.— Organized sth October y 1857. 

Proxy. 

G. C. Charles Henry Fisk. 
D. G. C. Thomas J. Flournoy. 

G. G. E. A. Robinson. 

G. C. G. Sam'l H. Stone. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS 

Wm. H. Meffert, Bernard G. Witt, 

Warren La Rue Thomas. 
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'LO\3lSlA^h— Organized i2th February, 1864, 

Proxy. 

G. C. W. H. Dwyer. 

D. G. C. W. L. Scovett. 

G. G. Erich Brand. 

G. C. G. Robert Strong. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDER. 

J. Q. A. Fellows. 

MhmE.^Organized 5th May, 1852. 

G. C. Thomas P. Shaw. 
D. G. C. Horace H. Burbank, 
G. G. Wm. J. Landers, 
G. C. G. Fred. S. Walls. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDER. 

Joseph A. Locke. 

MARYLAND. — Organized 23d January, 1871, 

G. C. Stephen Russell Mason. 
D. G. C. Wm. Henry Ruby. 
G. G. Wm. Henry Martin. 
G. C. G. Wm. Henry Clark. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Ferdinand J. S. Gorgas, Columbus C. Isaacs, 

Charles W. Hatter. 



MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE Organized 6th May, 1805, 

Proxy. 

G. C. Robert H. Chamberlain. 
D. G. C. Wm. H. H. Soule. 

G. G. Geo. H. Kenyon. 

G. C. G. Charles C. Fry. 
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PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Henry W. Rugg, Geo. H. Allen, 

Caleb Saunders, Edward L. Freeman, 

Geo. H. Burnham, James Swords, 

John P. Sanborn. 

MICHIGAN —Organized 12th February, 1857. 

Proxy. 

G. C. Jefferson S. Conover. 

D. G. C. Albert A. Dorrance. 

G. G. Charles H. Pomeroy. 
G. C. G. Wm. E. Jewett. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

W. P. Innes, R. Allen Hall, 

Samuel C. Randall, Wm. S. Lawrence, 

Hugh McCurdy, John A. Gerow, 
Wm. G. Doty. 

yim^'SSOIK,— Organized 23d October, 1865- 

Proxy. 

G. C. T. W. Hugo. 

D. G. C. Dwight M. Baldwin. 

G. G. W. H. S. Wright. 
G. C. G. H. E. Whitney. 

PAST GRAND COWMANDERS. 

A. M. Shuey, A. Z. Levering. 

Thomas Montgomery, Milton E. Powell. 

MISSISSIPPI.— 6^r^a«/-2r^tf 21st January, 1857, 

Proxy. 

G. C. N. G. Augustin. 

D. G. C. J. L. Power. 

G. G. Geo. T. Rehn. 

G. C. G. Wm. Cross. 
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PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

J. J. Hayes, J. L. Power, 

W. P. Towler. 

MISSOV RL—0r£^am2ed 22d May, i860. 

G. C. David W. Wallace. 
D. G. C. Charles S. Glassell. 
G. G. Thos. R. Morrow. 
G. C. G. Leslie Orear. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

James F. Aglar. John A. Sloan, 

John R. Parson, Eli H. Mix, 

Francis J. Tygard, Allan McDowell. 

yiO^'YPC^K,— Organized 14th May, 1888, 



G. C. 

D. G. C. E. D. Aiken. 
G. G. A. L. Babcock. 
G. C. G. Edward D. Neill, Jr. 



Proxy. 
E. D. Aiken. 

E. D. Neill, Jr. (third day). 
E. D. Neill. Jr. (third day). 



PAST GRAND COMMANDER. 

Anthony H. Barrett. 

^l£.hRASKA.^Organized 27th December, 1871. 

Proxy. 

G. C. Edgar C. Salisbury. 
D. G. C. James A. Tulleys. 

G. G. Charles B. Finch. C. J. Phelps (third day). 

G. C. G Richard P. R. Miller. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Eben K. Ling, Thomas Sewell, 

Francis E. White, Henry Gibbons. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE.— Organized 27//1 May, 1826. 

Proxy. 

G. C. Geo. W. Currier. 

D. G. C. Joseph Shattuck. 

G. G. Charles C. Hayes, 

G. C. G. J. H. Twombly. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Joseph W. Fellows, Charles C. Danforth. 

NEW ]^RS'^\ .^Organized 14th February, i860. 

Proxy. 

G. C. Wm. F. Muchmore. 
D. G. C. Warren Dobbs. 

G. G. W. G. McCullough. 

G. C. G. Edward Mills. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Charles Bechtel, Isaac C Githens, 

John H. Ackennan, Albert D. Winfield, 

Leonard L. Grear. 

NEW XORY.— Organized i8th June, 1814. 

Proxy. 

G. C. George F. Loder. 

D. G. C. Nathan McArthur. 

G G. Cornelius L. Twing. 

G. C. G. . • Geo. McGown. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Geo. W. Walgrove, Geo. McGown. 

NORTH CAROIA^A.—Organized 15th May, 1881. 

Proxy. 

G. C. M. D. Bailey. 

D. G. C. P. A. Wilson, Jr. 

G. G. P. A. Wilson, Jr. 

G. C. G.P. A. Wilson, Jr. 
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PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Eugene Grissom, Carle A. Woodruff. 

NORTH DAKOTA.— Organized i6th June, 1890. 

Proxy. 

G. C. W. T. Perkins. 

D. G. C. Leonard A. Rose. 

G. G. Jos Horn. W. T. Perkins. 

G. C. G. C. A. Hale. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Leonard A. Rose, David M. Holmes. 

OHIO— Organized 24th October, 1843. 

Proxy. 

G. C. Huntington B.*-own. 
D. G. C. Martin J. Houck. 

G. G. Henry P. Mcintosh. John N. Bell (second day). 

G. C. G. John A. Warner. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Lafayette Lyttle, Wm. B. Melish. 

OREGON —Organized ijth April, 1887. 

Proxy. 

G. C. David P. Mason. 

D. G. C. Thos. McF. Patton. 

G. G. Thos. McF. Patton. 

G. C. G. 

YYJNNSYIM Am A.— Organized 12th January, 1837, 

Proxy. 

G. C. James H. Codding. 
D. G. C. Charles C. Baer. 

G. G. James H. Codding. 

G. C. G. Edward B. Spencer. 
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PAST GRAND COMMANDERS 



Christian F. Knapp, 
John Vallerchamp, 
James H. Hopkins, 
John P. S. Gobin, 



Geo. W. Kendrick, Jr. 
Joseph Alexander, Jr., 
Lee S Smith, 
William W. Allen, 



Joseph S. Wright. 
SOUTH T>AKOT A.— Organized J4th May, 1884. 



G. C. G. Frank F. Grant. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Daniel S. Glidden, Joseph A. Colcor 

John F. Schrader. 

TENNESSEE —Organized 12th October, 1839, 

G. C. Thomas O. Morris. 
D. G. C. Wm. M. Brooks. 
G. G. Charles H. Eastman. 
G. C. G. Orion L. Hurlbut. 



Proxy. 



G. C. Geo. W. Burnside. 
D. G. C. Geo. H. Rathman. 
G.G. 



J. M. Brelsford. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



John Frizzell, 
Henry M. Aiken, 



Geo. C. Connor, 
Wm. P. Robertson. 



TEXAS — Organized i8th January, 1855. 



Proxy. 



G. C. D. C. Proctor. 
G. C. G. 



D. W. Doon. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



R. M. Elgin, 
H. B. Stoddard, 



John Martin, 
L. M. Knepfly. 
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VERMONT —Or^^amzed ist June, 1824. 

Proxy. 

G. C. Kittridge Hastings. 

D. G. C. , Alfred A. Hall. 

G. G. Geo. W. Squier. 

G. C. G. Robert J. Wright. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDER. 

Alfred A. Hall. 
VIRGINIA. — Organized 2jth November , 1823, 

Proxy. 

G. C. J. Thompson Brown. 

D. G. C. Fred. Greenwood. 
-G. G. E. E. Downham. 

G. C. G. Jno. T. Parham. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDER. 

Wm. Bryan Isaacs. 

WASHINGTON.— Or^fl«/^<?ar^^ June, 1887. 

Proxy. 

G C. Yancey C. Blalock. 

D. G. C. Yancey C. Blalock. 

G. G. Carmi Dibble. 

G. C. G. S. H. Rush. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Yancey C. Blalock. S. Harry Rush. 

WEST VYROmiK.— Organized 25th February, 1874, 

Proxy. 

G. C. E. L. Butterick. 

D. G. C. Jno. Birch. 

G. G. W. W. Van Winkle. 

G. C. G. Wm. H. H. Holswade. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Odell S. Long, Geo. Davis. 
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WISCONSIN.— 20th October, 1859. 

Proxy. 

G. C. D. Lloyd Jones. 

D. G. C. Jno. W. Laflin. 

G. G. Thos. E. Balding. 

G. C. G. George H. Hopper. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Geo. H. Benzenberg, Adolph H. Wagner, 

E. Gilbert Jackson. 

WYOMING.— 6>r^fl«t>(?ar 14th May, 1888. 



G. C. 

D. G. C. John K. Jeffrey. 

G. G. Wm. Daley. 

G. C. G. LeRoy S. Barnes. 



Proxy. 
Edward T. Duffy. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Truman B. Hicks, Otto Gramm, 

Wm. H. Smith, James G. Rankin. 

SUBORDINATE COMMANDERIES. 
Tucson, No. i, Arizona. 

Proxy. 

E. C. John McQ. Ormsby. 
G Howard W. Drew. 



C. G. Geo. J. Ruskruge. 

St. John*s No. i, Delaware. 

Proxy. 

E. C. S. M. Knox. 

G. Wm. Marshall. 

C. G. • J. Paul Lukens. 



Washington, No. t, District of Columbia. 

E. C. Harrison Dingman. 

G. David G. Dixon. 

C. G. Henry K. Simpson. 

8 
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Columbia, No. 2, District of Columbia. 



E. C. Edwin B. Hay. 
G. Simeon H. Merrill. 
C. G. Andrew J. Terry. 

Potomac, No. 3, District of Columbia. 

E. C. Regni W. Darby. 
G. Adolphus B. Bennett. 
C. G. Francis H. Barbarin. 



De Molay, No. 4, District of Columbia. 
No Representative. 



Barron, No. 3, Florida. 
No Representative. 

Olivet, No. 4, Florida. 
No Representative. 

Idaho, No. i, Idaho. 
No Representative. 

De Witt Clinton, No. i, Nevada. 
No Representative. 

Eureka, No. 2, Nevada. 
No Representative. 

Santa Fe, No. i, New Mexico. 

Proxy. 



Cceur De Leon, No. i, Florida. 
No Representative. 



Damascus, No. 2, Florida. 



E. C. Wilber P. Webster. 



E. C. 



Charles H. Gildersleeve. 




Grand Encampment. 



115 



Los Vegas, No. 2, New Mexico. 



Proxy. 



E. C. Benj. F. Forsythe. 
G. 

C. G. James S. Elston. 



J. S. Pishon. 



Pilgrim, No. 3, New Mexico. 



Proxy. 



E. C. 
G. 

C. G. 



Edward Needlar. 
Edward U. Bliss. 
C. A Robinson. 



McGrorty, No. 4, New Mexico. 



Proxy. * 



E. C. 
G. 



Joseph P. McGrorty. 
Joseph P. McGrorty. 



Honolulu, No. i, Sandwich Islands. 
G. Henry H. Williams. 

South Carolina, No. i, South Carolina. 

Proxy. 

E. C. Charles F. Pankrin. 

G. S. S. Binst. 

C. G. Alexander S. Thomas. 



El Monte, No. 2, Utah. 
E. Joel E. Coolidge. 



Columbia, No. 2, South Carolina. 
No Representatives. 



Utah, No. i, Utah. 



Proxy. 



E. C. Charles B. Jack. 
G. Sam'l McDowall. 
C. G. 



Jos. Lowe. 
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COMMANDERIES UNDER DISPENSATION. 

IvANHOE, No. 2, Arizona. 
E. C. Alexander G. Oliver. 



Moscow, No. 3, Idaho. 
E. C. Clarence S. Scott. 

Guthrie, No. i, Oklahoma Territory. 
No Representative. 

Oklahoma, No. 2, Oklahoma Territory. 
No Representative. 

Spartanburg, No. 3, Spartanburg, S. C. 
No Representative. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DOINGS OF GRAND OFFICERS. 

The Committee on Doings of Grand Officers made the following 
report, and their recommendations were approved and the report 
adopted : 

To the M. E. Grand Master, Officers and Members 



of the Grand Encampment United States of America : 



Your Committee on the Doings of Grand Officers, to whom was referred 
the address of the Most Eminent Grand Master, would respectfully report 
as follows : 

First. That so much as relates to decisions and Templar Law be referred 
to the Committee on Templar Jurisprudence. 

Second. That so much as relates to the application for a new Commandery 
in the Republic of Mexico be also referred to the Committee on Templar 
Jurisprudence. 



Phoenix, No. 3, Arizona. 
No Representative. 



Lewiston, No. 2, Idaho. 



E C. Benj. Booth. 



Muskogee, No.^i, Indian Territory. 
No Representative. 
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Third, That so much as relates to the organization of the new Grand 
Commandery of North Dakota be approved. 

Fourth. That all matters relating to new Commanderies under Dispensa- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Charters and Dispensations; and in 
this connection your Committee desire to commend the action of the 
Grand Master in requiring petitioners to furnish satisfactory evidence of 
their ability to properly support a Commandery of Knights Templar before 
granting a Dispensation. 

Fifth. That the action of the Grand Master, in issuing a special Dispen- 
sation to Damascus Commandery, No. 2, K. T., stationed at Jacksonville, 
Florida, to continue their work (their Charter having been destroyed by 
fire), be approved ; but inasmuch as the Grand Master, in his Dispensation, 
enjoins upon the officers of said Commandery to have present at this Con- 
clave said Dispensation and a record of all the proceedings had there- 
under, your Committee recommend that this matter be referred to the 
Committee on Charters and Dispensations. 

Sixth. That so much as relates to the death of Past Grand Master M. E. 
Sir Charles Roome, Grand Junior Warden Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, and 
other distinguished Sir Knights, mentioned in the address of the Grand 
Master, be referred to a Special Committee of five. 

Seventh. That so much as relates to the Grand Encampment of Scotland 
be referred to the Committee on Templar Jurisprudence. 

Eighth. Your Committee would respectfully approve the action of the 
Grand Master in issuing certificate to the Georgia Commandery, No. i, 
Knights Templar. 

Ninth. That the action of the Grand Master, in enjoining the absolute 
necessity of enforcing every prerequisite to admission into our Asylums, 
cannot be too highly commended, and they trust that the case reported 
will be a sufficient warning to prevent imposition in the future. 

Tenth. Your Committee recommend that a Special Committee of three 
be appointed to draft suitable resolutions expressing the thanks of this Grand 
Body to R. E. Sir George M. Moulton for his generous gift of the elegant 
standard presented to the Grand Encampment. 



Courteously submitted, 

W. P. INNES, 
DUNCAN T. BACON, 
JAMES H. CODDING, 
D. C. PROCTOR, 
YANCEY C BLALOCK, 
La FAYETTE LYTTLE, 
CHRISTIAN SCHWARTZ. 
EDGAR C. SALISBURY. 
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COMMITTEES APPOINTED. 



The M. E. Grand Master appointed the following committee on 
the deaths of M. E. Charles Roome, Past Grand Master; Nicholas 
Van Slyck, Grand Junior Warden, and other distinguished Sir 
Knights, to-wit: 

Committee — Sir Knights Geo. McGown, N. Y. ; Ed. Freeman, 
R. I.; Thos. P. Shaw, Maine; Truman B. Hicks, Wyoming; Daniel 
S. Glidden, South Dakota. 

The M. E. Grand Master appointed the following committee on 
the banner from Sir Knight Moulton, to-wit: 

Committee — Sir Knights Thomas S. Parvin, Iowa; Odell S. Long, 
W. Va. ; Charles F. Lott, California. 



The Committee on Doings of Grand Officers made the following 
supplementary report, and their recommendations were approved 
and report adopted : 

To the M. E. Grand Master^ Officers and Members 

of the Grand Encampment United States of America : 

Your Committee on the Doings of Grand Officers, to whom was referred 
the report of the V. E. Grand Recorder, would respectfully recommend 
that his action in printing an additional number of copies of the Consti- 
tution and Digest of Templar Law be approved. 

That his action in regard to the purchase of jewels for the first four 
officers of the Grand Encampment be also approved ; and in this connec- 
tion your Committee desire to recognize the liberality of V. E. Sir Lloyd, 
in his generous donation to the jewel for the M. E. Grand Master. 

We would further recommend that all matters relating to returns, delin- 
quent Commanderies and finances be referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Courteously submitted. 



SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT. 



WM. P. INNES, 
DUNCAN T. BACON, 
JAMES H. CODDING, 
D. C. PROCTOR, 
YANCEY C. BLALOCK, 
La FAYETTE LYTTLE, 
CHRISTIAN SCHWARTZ. 
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PERMISSION GRANTED. 



The Committee on Finance asked permission to sit during the 
sessions of the Grand Encampment, which was granted. 



The hour for the consideration of the special order of the day 
having arrived, R. E. Sir Knight Locke, of Maine, chairman of the 
Special Committee on Rituals, proceeded to read the report of the 
Committee, and R. E. Sir Knight Connor, of Tennessee, to read the 
Ritual of the Order of Red Cross. Having completed the same. 
Sir Knight Lloyd, of California, offered the following resolution, 
which, on motion, was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved^ That the Ritual of the Illustrious Order of the Red Cros§, as 
reported by the Committee on Rituals, be and the same is hereby adopted 
as the Ritual of said Order. 



At 2 o'clock, P. M. the M. E. Grand Master called the Grand 
Encampment to order. 

By consent of the body the special order for the day was tempo- 
rarily suspended. 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT PRESENTED WITH A FLORAL TRIBUTE. 

A committee from the Grand Commandery of Nebraska was 
admitted, and presented the Grand Encampment with a floral 
tribute, which the M. E. Grand Master acknowledged in suitable 
terms. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RITUALS. 



ADJOURNED. 



The Grand Encampment adjourned at 12 M. to 2 P. M. 



Two o'clock p. M. 
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LETTER FROM VINCENT L. HURLBUT, P. G. M. 

The following letter from M. E. Vincent L. Hurlbut, Past Grand 
Master, was read, and ordered to be spread upon the record: 

F. B. Wm. B. Isaacs, Grand Recorder, 

Grand Encampment K. 71, U. S, A.: 

My Dear Frater, — Owing to personal physiological and pathological 
conditions and other considerations, I feel compelled, most reluctantly, to 
respectfully and fraternally ask to be excused from attending the coming 
"Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment Knights Templar," to be 
held at Denver, August 9th, 1892, which I had long counted upon so much. 

Assuredly hopeful that the Conclave will be fruitful of genuine good fel- 
lowship, harmony and unanimity, and much good work wrought, with 
Knightly salutations to the M. E. Grand Master, best wishes and fraternal 
regards to the officers and members of the Grand Encampment, 
I am, fraternally, 

VINCENT L. HURLBUT, 
August i, 1892. Past Grand Master, 

REPORT OF GRAND REPRESENTATIVE OF GREAT PRIORY OF 

CANADA. 

R. E. Sir Theo. S. Parvin, Grand Representative of the Great 
Priory of Canada, near this Grand Body, presented the following 
paper : 

Most Eminent Grand Master Gobin, of the Grand 

Encampment Knights Templar of the United States : 

I address you upon this occasion as the Grand Representative of the 
Sovereign Great Priory of Canada near this Grand Encampment. 

In the discharge of duty pain oftentimes becomes the accompaniment of 
pleasure. So upon this occasion. Assembled in Grand Conclave for the 
twenty-fifth time, I find that Past Grand Master Fellows and myself are 
the sole representatives of the Thirteenth Triennial Session, with but three 
other survivors of that memorable occasion, when this Grand Encampment 
became re-organized and entered upon the career of glory, culminated in 
the present Conclave. 
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Of the distinguished Templars of that period (1856), but very few remain, 
while those who have passed away have left a valuable record worthy of 
emulation by the Templars of to-day. Many in the humbler walks and 
ranks of the Order as well as 

" AH of high degree, 
Who knighthood loved and deeds of chivalry " 

having done their utmost in the presence of the Supreme Governor of the 
Universe for the advancement of the Order, have crossed the dark river, 
and we find, in the words of a most distinguished Templar, recently 
deceased, that — 

" Every year 
Earth's hold on us grows slighter, 
And the heavy burden lighter, 
And the dawn immortal brighter. 
Every year." 

As the official representative of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, I 
am directed by the Most Eminent Supreme Grand Master, Sir E. T. Malone, 
to present to you his personal and official congratulations, and to assure you 
that the Sir Knights of the Dominion with him greatly rejoice at the auspi- 
cious circumstances under which you have met, and the grand success which 
has attended your efforts, as those of your Illustrious predecessors, in placing 
the Grand Encampment of the United States upon the high plain of success 
and renown which it now holds, not only in the estimation of the Praters 
in the world, but of the honored citizens of this and other continents. 

Our Canadian Praters are brought each and every year into closer rela- 
tionship with those of the United States, between whom there exists no 
other contention than that noble emulation of who can best agree and best 
excel in the promotion of the sublime principles of Templar Masonry. 

But with these words of congratulation, I have another duty to perform 
which will, in your bosom as well as in my own, call up reflections saddened 
in their character. Sad that those we once so loved have passed away, and 
are with us no more. Since the last Triennial Conclave Colonel William 
James Bury MacLeod Moore, G. G. T., Supreme Grand Master of the Sov- 
ereign Great Priory of Knights Templar of Canada, has been transferred 
to the Asylum on high. While known to all present by reputation, and 
personally to a few, I, who knew him long and well, may be permitted to 
speak a few words. As General Pike (who also deceased during this 
period), by reason of his great services, erudition, and study of Pree 
Masonry, of both the York and Scottish Rites, had become recognized as 
the foremost Mason of the age, so in the Templar branch of Masonry has 
the late Sovereign Grand Master, Colonel Moore, by universal consent. 
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been recognized as entitled to rank as the foremost Templar Mason of this 
or any other age or land. 

Born in Ireland, educated in Scotland, admitted to service as an ensign 
in the Sixty-ninth regiment, in the English service, he embodied in his own 
character the best elements of the three constituent divisions embraced 
within the Kingdom of Great Britain. 

Later in life, called in discharge of his military duties, in command of 
his regiment, he was stationed and spent the remainder of his days in 
Canada. The salient events of his long and extended career as a soldier^ 
citizen, Mason and Templar covers too great a period of time and service 
to be presented upon this occasion. I will, therefore, briefly allude only to 
his career as a Templar Mason. 

In the year 1827, in his native Ireland, he received the three degrees of 
Ancient-Craft Masonry. Four years later he was installed a Knight Tem- 
plar and Knight of Malta in the Encampment attached to Lodge No. 242, 
upon the register ot the Grand Lodge of Ireland, in the old town of Boyle, 
county of Roscommon. In those early years in Ireland, as in the pre- 
ceding years in the United States, the Order of the Temple was worked in 
Chapters and Commanderies, working under Lodge warrants. 

In the year 1834, he, with his regiment, was transferred to the historical 
Island of Malta, where it may be truly said he founded his reputation as a 
Templar-Mason — a reputation which became peculiarly his own. 

While stationed upon this Island he affiliated with the oldest Lodge, 
bearing the historical names of St. John and St. Paul. 

Upon his arrival in Canada, whither he went as commander of his regi- 
ment half a century ago, he found an old charter for a Commandery, dated 
1824, which he succeeded in having revived under a warrant, and named 
'*Hugh de Payens " Encampment, of which he became its first Com- 
mander. From this Encampment later sprung the Sovereign Great Priory 
of Canada, organized in 1855, of which he became the Supreme Grand 
Master, and continued to preside over its destinies until his death, which 
occurred September 4, 1890, at Prescott, Ontario. 

Colonel Moore, with Past Grand Master J. Q. A. Fellows, of this Juris- 
diction, in 1873, received from H. R. H., the Prince of Wales, Grand Master 
of English Templars, the Grand Cross of Honor, of which but twenty-one 
were issued ; six of them being to Royal personages, and the two eminent 
Fraters we have named being the sole representatives for the American 
continent. During the thirty-five years of active service of Colonel Moore 
as head of the Canadian Templars he placed the body over which he pre- 
sided in the front rank of Templar bodies. 

His allocutions to the Templars of Canada are so full of historic infor- 
mation, that they have come to be regarded as standard histories of the 
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Order, and to-day will well repay the time and labor bestowed upon their 
perusal. 

He was a Templar thoroughly imbued with its grand and sublime princi- 
ples, which he loved and exemplified in his daily walk ; for his soul was in 
his public efforts, whether presiding over the Order or writing for the instruc- 
tion of the Templars of his day and of coming days. He was a Christian 
gentleman of the old school, and firmly believed in the doctrine of the 
Trinity, and looked with some degree of contempt upon the efforts made 
in later years to give to the Order a Unitarian cast. He was also thoroughly 
a military man, as to the service of his country he has devoted the best years 
of a long and valuable life. He was a man of business and of action as well 
as words, and had but little taste for the public ceremonies of the Order 
which, in the present day, have so largely surpassed and absorbed the hours 
of business in which the Templars were principally, in his earlier years, 
devoted. 

He lived through four-score years— the most eventful in the history of 
Masonry, of Templarism and of the world. He died at his post of duty, 
honored and beloved by ail who knew him, leaving a record for length of 
service and distinguished merit equaled but by few, if any, and surpassed 
by none. 

" Crowned with fame, old time wil.l pass, 
And many a change will bring ; 

But the deeds he's done 

The circling sun 
Through every land will sing. 

The moon and stars, 

While earth endures, 
Through every land will sing." 

Colonel Moore was succeeded in office as Supreme Grand Master by the 
Hon. James Alexander Henderson, Q. C, D. C. L., who had been his Deputy 
Grand Master during the whole term of office of more than the third of a 
century. 

Judge Henderson was the Grand Representative of this Grand Encamp- 
ment near the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, having been commissioned 
by General Roome, your predecessor. He lived to enjoy his added honors 
but for a brief period, having deceased the 7th of December, 1890, at 
Kingston, Ontario. 

Sir Knight Henderson was born near old Plymouth, England, in February, 
1821. Removed to Canada in 1835— to Toronto — where, in Trinity College, 
he completed his education and prepared himself for the practice of the 
law, in which profession he became distinguished. He was made a Mason 
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in St. John's Lodge in 1847; elected Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada in 1879. Upon the organization of the Great Priory, in 1855, he 
was elected to Deputy Supreme Grand Prior, a post he filled acceptably 
during the long career of his distinguished chief 

Sir Knight Henderson was a leader not only in Templarism but in the 
Church, in his chosen profession, the law, in educational work, and all great 
enterprises having for their object the promotion of the general welfare and 
the good of his fellow men. He was genial and kind in his disposition — and 
we speak from personal knowledge, as we long counted him our friend — 
and readily won his way to the affections and esteem of all who knew him 
by his many amiable personal qualities. 

By this double bereavement our Praters over the boundary have not only 
been deprived of their great leaders, but the Order of the Temple every- 
where caused to mourn with them. 

Sir Knight Henry Robertson, present Grand Representative of the Grand 
Encampment, who also succeeded Judge Henderson as Grand Master, is 
known to you and many others, having visited us at the Conclaves of 187 1 
and 1883. In his second allocution, of July last, he said, after speaking in 
the highest terms of Templarism as recognized and practiced in this juris- 
diction, that the old regime (Canada) has passed away ; the new one is yet 
to come ; while the present may be termed the traditional period in the 
history of Templary and the Grand Priory of Canada. 

"Old ways and old manners must," he savs, *'give way to newer and 
more progressive ideas." Indeed, each and every year our Canadian Pra- 
ters are becoming more and more like unto ourselves. Our uniform and drill, 
and, to a great extent, our Ritual, is being adopted, especially among the 
younger elements and the newer Priories, whereof we are glad. 

In conclusion, sir, accept the most hearty and courteous wishes of the 
Supreme Grand Master and his associate Grand Officers of Canada that 
our Triennial Session may prove the great success we have all anticipated. 
With the fondest' hopes that it may, I feel honored as the bearer of glad 
tidings. 

Courteously and fraternally, 

THEODORE SUTTON PARVIN, 
Grand Representative Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, 

Sir Knight Connor, secretary of the Special Committee on Rituals, 
proceeded to read the remainder of the special order of the day, 
being the Ritual of the Order of the Temple, and the report of the 
Committee was adopted, to- wit : 
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To the Grand Encampment of the United States: 

The Committee on Rituals, appointed at the twenty-fourth Triennial 
Conclave, with instructions to prepare and present at this Conclave a com- 
plete Ritual, beg leave to present the following report : 

Immediately after its appointment, your Committee met and organized 
by electing R. E. Joseph A. Locke, of Maine, Chairman, and R. E. George 
C. Connor, of Tennessee, Secretary. A Sub- Committee, composed of the 
Chairman and Secretary, with R. E. Sirs William O. Gould, of California, 
William W. Goodwin, of New Jersey, Norman T. Gassette, of Illinois, 
George McGown, of New York, and Charles H. Fisk, of Kentucky, was 
appointed to prepare a Ritual for the consideration of the full Committee 
when it should meet in Denver. 

The members of said Sub-Commhtee . realized fully the responsibility 
placed upon them, and within a short time began the examinations of the 
Rituals of our several Grand Jurisdictions, and the investigation of all his- 
torical and traditional events upon which the Orders of the Red Cross and 
the Temple were founded. For a long time they were in hopes they might 
accomplish their work by correspondence, but finally it became evident to 
every member that the Committee could not come to any intelligent agree- 
ment in this way. In the meantime R. E. Norman T. Gassette, who had 
devoted much time and thought to the matter, died, and R. E John C. 
Smith, of Illinois, having been appointed to fill his place on the General 
Committee, was made a member of the Sub-Committee, under authority 
given the Chairman by the full Committee 

In September, i§9i, the Sub-Committee met in Boston, where they were 
very busily engaged for one week in the preparation of their first draft of 
the Ritual. Previous to and at this session they had examined all the 
Rituals from the various Jurisdictions in the United States, besides the fol- 
lowing Rituals, which were obtained for and loaned the Committee through 
the knightly courtesy of an honored member of this Grand Encampment — 
viz : 

The Ritual of the Priory of Ayr, supposed to be the oldest Priory in 
existence, certified to by the Prior. 

The Wigan Ritual, dated 1801, which is a copy of a still older Ritual- 
copy made by Sir Knight Thomas Londsdale Ball. 

The old English Ritual for Knights Templar, copied by Sir Knight Mat- 
thew Cooke. 

The English Ritual, as promulgated by the Joint Committee from Eng- 
land, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, session of A. D. 1851. 

Ritual of the Templar Order, as used in the Dominion of Canada, since 
its introduction from England, in A. D. 1854, with additions adopted in 
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Canada, in A. D. 1877, certified to by the Great Prior, Col. W.J. B. MacLeod 
Moore. 

"The Hubbard Observance," with notes thereto, by Robert McCoy and 
J. W. Simons. 

Copies of said Ritual were afterwards thoroughly examined by the mem- 
bers of said Committee, with view of detecting any errors or inconsisten- 
cies, and a minute of the same were forwarded the Chairman, each member 
at the same time calling attention to the various changes and alterations in 
the work, which, as it seemed to him, should be made. In the meantime 
many communications were received from prominent members of the 
Order, calling attention to different portions of the Ritual, with suggestions 
and recommendations. 

There were so many of these that it was deemed best to call a second 
meeting of the Committee, which was holden in New York, January, 1892, 
at which meeting the former draft of Ritual, with all corrections, sug- 
gestions, and recommendations, were fully considered and discussed, and a 
new draft of the Ritual, including such corrections and recommendations 
as were approved, was made and forwarded each member for further exami- 
nation in detail, and it was understood that if any further errors and incon- 
sistencies should be detected or recommendations made, such of these as 
passed the approval of a majority of the Committee should be included in 
the final draft of the work for submission to the full Committee. 

It has been the aim of the Committee to harmonize the two Orders and 
make the same consistent, having due regard to the historical facts and 
traditions upon which they rest, and at the same time to bring forward in 
an impressive manner the teachings or lesson of each ; the work in the 
Order of the Red Cross being preparatory to that in the Order of the 
Temple, just as Judaism was preparatory for Christianity. 

It is reasonable to suppose there was substantial uniformity in the cere- 
monials in the early days of the Order in this country, but in the absence 
of an authoritative Standard Ritual, in the lapse of time, many variations 
and modifications, designed doubtless by the authors to beautify and adorn 
the work, have crept in ; as a result, different forms of expression, intend- 
ing to convey the same idea, have found favor in different localities. These 
we have endeavored to harmonize and bring back to the older ceremonials 
of the Order. 

Full copies of the Ritual, as thus prepared, were taken up and critically 
examined, and reviewed by the Sub-Committee at a meeting called for 
July 26, and which continued until August 2, when they were submitted to 
the full Committee for examination at a meeting of the same called for 
that date, as per order of this Grand Encampment. 
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Twenty-five Grand Jurisdictions were represented on the Committee. 
The work of the said Sub Committee has been fully and critically examined in 
detail,- and with a few changes made, has received the unanimous approval 
of all the Committee present. 

Wherefore the Committee, in accordance with the instructions of this 
Grand Encampment, submit herewith complete Ritujals of the Illustrious 
Order of the Red Cross and the Order of the Temple, and we unanimously 
recommend their adoption. 

JOSEPH A. LOCKE, Chairman, Maine. 
G. C. CONNOR, Secretary, Tennessee. 

William O. Gould, California. 

John Corson Smith, Illinois. 

Chas. H. Fisk, Kentucky. 

Geo. McGown, New York! 

B. F. Atkinson, Arkansas. 

Harper M. Orahood, Colorado. 

Henry Woodward, Connecticut. 

Duncan T. Bacon, Indiana. 

Wm. I. Babb, Iowa. 

John H. Brown, Kansas. 

Erich Brand, Louisiana. 

John A. Gerow, Michigan. 

John R. Parson, Missouri. 

Francis E. White, Nebraska. 

Charles C. Danforth, New Hampshire. 

Lee S. Smith, Pennsylvania. 

L. M. Knepfly, Texas. 

Odel Squier Long, West Virginia. 

Geo. H. Benzenberg, Wisconsin. 

We, the subscribers, members of the General Committee, having ex- 
amined the ** wbrk " unite in the above recommendation. 

Edward L. Freeman, Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 
Edward R. Hare, by Yancey C. Blalock, Proxy, Washington. 
A. G. Howard, by S. P. Hamilton, Proxy, Georgia. 
J. J. Hayes, Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Sir Knight Lloyd, of California, offered the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted : 



Digitized by 



128 



PROCEBDING^S OF THE 



[Denver^ 



/Resolved, That the Ritual of the Order of Knights Templar, as reported . 
by the Committee on Rituals, be, and the same is hereby, adopted as the 
Ritual of said Order. 

Sir Knight W. P. Robertson, of Tennessee, offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted : 

/Resolved, That a vote of thanks be extended to the Committee on Rituals 
for their most excellent report on Ritual. 

Sir Knight McGown, of New York, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 

/Resolved, That the Rituals of the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross and 
the Valiant and Magnanimous Order of the Temple, this day adopted, be, 
and are hereby, declared to be the only Rituals of the Grand Encampment 
of the United States for those Orders. They may be used as soon as law- 
fully promulgated. After the first day of January, A. D. 1894, no other 
Rituals for these Orders shall be used within the Jurisdiction of this Grand 
Encampment. 

Sir Knight Hay, of the District of Columbia, offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted : 

/Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Encampment are tendered to 
Eminent Sir George C. Connor for the brilliant, eloquent and instructive 
manner in which he has rendered the Ritual. 

Sir Knight Moulton, of Illinois, offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

/Resolved, That the Committee on Rituals be requested to indicate, by 
supplemental report, which portions of the Ritual of the sfeveral Orders of 
Red Cross, Knights Templar and Malta may, with propriety, be exemplified 
in the presence of more than one candidate, and which portions must, 
necessarily, be restricted to the presence of one candidate only. 



Sir Knight Innes, of Michigan, on behalf of the Special Com- 
mittee on re-print, made the following report, which was accepted 
and the recommendations adopted : 



REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON RE-PRINT. 
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To the M. E, Grand Master^ Officers and 

Sir Knights of the Grand Encampment: 

The undersigned, a majority of your Special Committee appointed at the 
last Triennial Session to prepare for publication the re print of the Proceed- 
ings of the Grand Encampment, desire to submit their report as follows : 

In February last the chairman of this Special Committee, Past Grand Mas- 
ter Hopkins, called a meeting of the Committee in the city of Harrisburg, 
for the purpose of taking into consideration the matters submitted to them. 
This Committee at once proceeded in the matter of letting the contracts for 
the re-print of the work. Proposals were received from several parties, and 
received the careful consideration*of your Committee. It was decided that 
the proposition of Gibson Bros., of Washington, D. C, to perform this work 
was the most advantageous, and the Committee therefore proceeded to 
award them the contract, since which time these proceedings have been, as 
reported by the Grand Recorder, given out for sale, and which has met with 
limited success in that direction. 

In connection with the early re- print your Committee considered it wise 
to make an accurate report on the formation of the General Grand Encamp- 
ment and embody the same in this re-print, and this duty was ably performed 
by the chairman of the Committee, and his report forms a preface to these 
proceedings. 

Your Committee cannot but express the hope that all reading Templars 
desiring an accurate and* perfect history of the early formation of this Grand 
Encampment will provide themselves with a copy of this re-print. This is 
of great importance to those who have a former report, of which this is a 
correction. 

It became necessary for your Committee to designate some person to take 
charge of the re-print, read the proof and correct the manuscript, and other- 
wise give it their personal attention. The majority of the Committee re- 
quested Sir Knight Hopkins to take upon himself this duty. He devoted 
weeks, if not months, of his time to this labor, and the majority of your 
Committee feel it but just that some compensation be given this worthy Sir 
Knight for his labors in this direction ; and we therefore recommend that the 
matter of compensation due Sir Knight Hopkins, together with any other ex- 
penses of 'the Committee, be referred to the Committee on Finance, and they 
be authorized to make such allowance as to them may seem just and proper. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, anc} the Committee beg to be dis- 
charged from further consideration of this matter. 

Courteously submitted, 

WILLIAM B. ISAACS, 
W. P. INNES. 

9 
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R. E. Sir Knight Parker, of District of Columbia, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved^ That the Committee on the Next Place of Meeting will be author- 
ized to report immediately after the election of the Grand Officers. 

INVITATIONS. 

The following invitations for the Twenty-Sixth Triennial Con- 
clave were received: By Sir Knights W. B. Melish, from Cincinnati; 
by Chas. H. Fisk, from Louisville ; by H. W. Rugg, from Boston. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE, CONSTITUTION. 

M. E. Sir Knight Hopkins, chairman of Committee on Jurispru- 
dence, submitted the following report on proposed amendments to 
the Constitution, which was received, and the recommendations 
adopted : 

To the Grand Encampment: 

Your Committee on Jurisprudence respectfully present their report upon 
the amendments offered to the Constitution. 

[By Babb, G. G., Iowa: 

Section i. The Grand Encampment shall at each Triennial Conclave elect 
a Grand Council consisting of seven members, who shall hold their office 
until the next Grand Conclave, and until their successors are elected. 

2, A majority of said Council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business^ and they shall have power to fill any vacancy which may occur 
atnong their members, 

J. In any case where the Grand Master shall deem it necessary to admin- 
ister any discipline against any Grand Commandery or any Grand Officer 
thereof an appeal shall lie from his decision or order in such case to said 
Grand Council: Provided^ however, that such appeal can only be taken by 
the Grand Commander of such Grand Commandery on behalf of the party 
aggrieved, and the same must be taken within ten days after such aggrieved 
party shall receive official notice of such decision or order, , 

4, Said appeal shall be taken by the Grand Commander depositing in the 
proper post office a registered letter properly stamped and addressed to the 
official post office address of the Grand Master and the Grand Recorder^ 
respectively, containing a notice that such appeal is taken. 

5. Immediately upon the receipt of such notice it shall be the duty of the 
Grand Recorder to fix a time and place of hearing said appeal by said 
Grand Council as early and as convenient as practicable^ and notify by mail 
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each member of said Council and all persons interested, of such time and 
place, which notice must be given at least twenty days before the time fixed 
for such hearing, 

6. The said Grand Council shall have the right to affirm or reverse the 
decision or order of the Grand Master appealed from, or make such decision 
or order as they may deem proper in the premises, which shall be final, 
except it shall be subject to review by the next Grand Encampment, 

7. Such appeal shall suspend the effect of the decision or order appealed 
from until it can be heard by Grand Council. 

8. The Council shall make full report of their doings to each Grand 
Encampment^ 

The first proposition for amending the Constitution is so broad and radi- 
cal that its adoption would necessitate several other amendments. The 
powers and duties of the Grand Master, as now prescribed, would be so 
limited and uncertain that confusion would be inevitable. The dignity of 
the office would be so impaired that few, perhaps none, competent and 
worthy, would care to wield a barren sceptre. Discord could scarcely be 
avoided ; unpleasant feelings would be engendered ; the Order would 
suffer from an unseemly strife amongst its rulers. 

Suppose a similar provision was made to apply to the President of the 
United States — who is the executive officer of our Government, as the 
Grand Master is of our Order — would we not have a parody upon the 
administration of the laws, and be justly laughed at as a people who had 
no confidence in the ruler chosen by themselves ? 

To permit a council of seven to nultify the acts of the Grand Master, as 
is proposed, would be an anomaly in the administration of affairs unprece- 
dented in any Masonic organization of which we have "any knowledge. 
In all such bodies the principal elective officers are commonly called the 
Council, with whom the Chief Officer may confer upon matters of suffi- 
cient moment to demand such consultation. And this is generally done. 
These counsellors or advisors act upon their official responsibility and 
under their installation vows. It is proposed to supersede them, in the 
Grand Encampment, by a novel board, acting without the restraining 
influence of such obligations. 

The Grand Master should be responsible for his acts only to the Grand 
Encampment which selected him. In adhering to this time-honored rule 
lies our only assurance of efficient discipline, of dignified, independent and 
harmonious action 

We know of nothing to demand or justify the contemplated innovation, 
and we recommend that the proposed amendment be rejected. 



JAMES H. HOPKINS. 

For the Committee, 
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M. E. Sir Knight Hopkins, chairman of Committee on Jurispru- 
dence, presented the following report on the proposed amendments 
to the Code of Digest, which was received and recommendations 
adopted, except No. 7, which was laid over: 

The Committee on Jurisprudence have considered the various proposed 
amendments to the Code of statutes, and respectfully report : 

[By Grand Commandery of New York : 

Amend Section 8, Title XXIII, strike out all of section 8y Title XXIII^ 
after the word *' Chapter in second line, and add *' shall deprive a Knight 
of his membership in the Commandery until restored to same in the lodge 
and Chapter,^ ^ so that said section will read .as follows : 

Section 8. " Striking from the roll or suspension for non-payment of dues 
by the Lodge or Chapter, shall deprive a Sir Knight of his membership in 
the Commandery until restored to same in Lodge and Chapter, 

I. Title XXIII, section 8, was intended to make our system of laws 
harmonize with that of other Masonic Bodies in different States. There 
being no Grand Lodge of the United States, and no Grand Chapter 
having jurisdiction over all the States, each State has its own law as to 
delinquent members of Lodge or Chapter, and the statute of the Grand 
Encampment gives effect in the Commanderies to the discipline imposed 
upon a Sir Knight by the Lodge or Chapter to which he may belong. 

We are not able to see any reason for eliminating from the statute the 
declaration of comity and respect to the action of Lodge or Chapter, as 
interpreted by their respective Grand Bodies. 

The other declared purpose in this proposition, viz.: that restoration by 
Lodge or Chapter shall effect restoration to the Commandery under the 
conditions stated, and is fully met by section 15 of Title XXIII. 

We recommend this amendment be not agreed to. 

[Amend Section 7, Title VII, and Sections 14 and 20, Title XL V {Edition 
1889), by striking out the word ''four** and inserting the word "two** in 
place thereof so that said section shall read as follows : 

Section i. A ballot cannot be taken in less than * two * weeks after the 
presentation of the petition, even if the Commandery holds Conclaves weekly ; 
nor in case of a unanimous vote of the Commandery to shorten the time, 
without a dispensation, in writings from the Grand Commander ^ and it can 
only be taken at a stated Conclave** 
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Section 14. *' They cannot be acted upon in less than two weeks from their 
presentation^ without the special dispensation of the Grand Commander ^ in 
writing y even if the Commandery holds stated Conclaves weekly. 

Section 20. " The Grand Commander has the power to grant a dispensa- 
tion to act upon a petition in less than * two ' weeks after its presentation^ 
although the by-laws of the Commandery make no such exception^ ] 

2. The proposition to amend Section i, Title VII, and Sections 14 to 20, 
Title XLV, is intended to facilitate admission to the Order. It has 
already been rejected more than once ; and the reasons against its adop- 
tion grow stronger every year. Nothing should be done to cheapen the 
honor of membership, or make its attainment more easy.. No man can 
claim admission as a right ; and they must be very ungrateful who complain 
that the Commandery does not open its doors to them with indecent haste. 

A man lives under the shadow of an Asylum for years ; he has a general 
knowlege of the Order of the Temple, its hijjtory, its principles and pur- 
poses. A sudden'impulse, a persuasive friend, or perhaps a nobler motive, 
induces him at. last to apply for admission; is there any injustice, any 
hardship in requiring him to tarry four weeks outside the portals which he 
only approached after years of indifference ? 

On the other hand, has not the Commandery the right ? Is it not its 
imperative duty to act upon petitions with deliberation ; to take ample 
time for a thorough examination of the character of the applicant, and of 
the desirability of his companionship ? 

The ballot should not be treated lightly, nor as a mere matter of form. 
It should register the solemn judgment of each member that he believes 
the petitioner worthy, and is ready and willing to welcome him to fellow- 
ship. Four weeks is not an unreasonable time for the inquiry, which 
ought to be made in every case. 

The Grand Commander has the power to shorten the probationary 
period in exceptional cases; and we think that is as much latitude as 
should be allowed. 

We report against the adoption of the proposed amendments. 

[By Grand Commandery of Nebraska : 

Add a new section to Title XXXVIII, edition of i88g, to read: 

Section 11, Membership in a Commandery is dependent upon and co- ex- 
istent with membership in a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, Any Knight 
of the Red Cross or Knight Templar who is suspended in or expelled from 
his Chapter is ipso facto suspended in or expelled from his Commandery. 
Any Knight of the Red Cross or Knight Templar who remains for six 
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months unaffiliated with a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons is ipso facto suS' 
pended in his Cotnmandery; such suspension to be terminated by his affilia- 
tion with a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 1 

3. The next amendment proposed has also been considered and rejected at 
prior sessions of the Grand Encampment. 

Your Committee beg leave to repeat what they said upon this subject at 
the last Triennial Conclave : 

" Repeated attempts have been made to impose new requirements upon 
those seeking to enter the Asylum, and to impose upon those already in 
full fellowship duties and responsibilities other than those which relate to 
the Orders of Knighthood. These attempts have never met with favor in 
the Grand Encampment. The wisdom of the policy heretofore pursued 
has been justified by the prosperity of the Order under that policy. 

" It is now proposed to make membership in the Commandery dependent 
upon membership in a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. More than that, it 
provides that non-affiliation with^a Chapter for six months shall ipso facto 
suspend a Sir Knight from the privileges of his Commandery. 

*' This would present the anomalous fact that the Commandery would 
punish non-affiliation with a Chapter, while non-affiliation with a Com- 
mandery is no offence. 

" If there is any justice in enforcing membership in the Chapter as a basis 
for membership in the Commandery, there are equally strong reasons for 
requiring membership in the Lodge to be maintained ; but that is not pro- 
posed. [And, we may add, is not required by most of the Grand Lodges 
as essential to good Masonic standing.] 

" Each of thpse bodies is self-governing, and should be self-sustaining. 
We pay due respect to their authority as preliminary degrees to the Orders 
of Knighthood by depriving a Knight of his privileges whenever he may 
be suspended or expelled from his Lodge or Chapter. Further than this 
we cannot safely go. 

"Another objection to this amendment is that it would be in direct con- 
flict with sections i and 2 of Title XLI, and no proposition has been made 
to repeal them." 

We report against the adoption of this proposed amendment. 
[By McGown. P. G. C, New York : 

Amend Section 5, Title XL II, by adding thereto the words: Provided ^ 
he shall be a member of the Grand Commandery either in his own right or 
as proxy 
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4. It is proposed to amend Section 5, Title XLII, so tiiat only members 
of a Grand Commandery shall be eligible to hold office therein. 

Under the present law we may have the singular spectacle of one being 
chosen as Grand Commander who is not a member of the body over which 
he is called to preside. Attention has heretofore been called to this 
anomaly ; but it was decided to leave the right of choice unrestricted. 

A portion of your Committee favor the contemplated change. But to 
make it entirely consistent, eligibility to office should be based on actual 
membership. There would be no logic in the change if, under it, the holder 
of a proxy in the Grand Commandery, not a member thereof in his own 
right, should be eligible. The proxy is not a member of the Grand Body. 
He merely represents a member temporarily ; and his authority may be 
revoked at any time. 

The proposition would give a single individual — an officer of a subordi- 
nate Commandery — the power, by appointing a Sir Knight as his proxy, to 
make that Sir Knight eligible to office in the Grand Commandery, while all 
of his fellow members of equal rank are ineligible. The honor of office- 
bearing ought not to rest on so fortuitous a circumstance as the possession 
of a proxy, given as a mark of personal favor. 

In order to make the statute conform to these views, we modify the pre- 
ceding proposition, and report in favor of amending Section 5, Title XLII, 
so as to read : 

"No one shall be eligible to office in a Grand Commandery, except 
Grand Prelate or Captain of Guard, unless he is a member thereof in his 
own right, and a member in good standing of a Subordinate Commandery 
under the same jurisdiction." 

[By Sir Knight McGown, P. G. C, New York : 

Amend Section 7, Title XLIV^ so that it shall read: A Commandery 
may confer the Orders upon a candidate elected by another Commandery ^ at 
the request of such other Commandery. ','] 

5. The only effect of the proposed amendment to Section i. Title XLIV, 
would be to make a dispensation unnecessary for the conferring of the 
Orders in a diff*erent Commandery from the one in which he was elected. 

There can be no great hardship in requiring this unusual proceeding to 
have the approval of the Grand Commander. 
We report against the proposition. 

[By Sir Knight McGown, P. G. C, New York : 

Amend Section /, Title L VII, by striking out the word " Eminent^* where 
it occurs in third and fourth lines, so that said section shall read— 
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" One who has filled by election and a term of service the office of Grand 
Master^ Grand Commander or Commander^ retains the rank and title with 
the word '* Past " prefixed, as Past Commander, Past Grand Commander, 
Past Grand Master, no other past officers retain their official title. 

6. Inasmuch as the Constitution makes the title of the presiding officer of 
a Commandery " Commander," the amendment proposed is deemed proper. 
To make the change as suggested would be in harmony with the provisions 
as to the designation of Past Officers of higher rank. 

We recommend the adoption of this amendment. ^ 

7. The proposition to change the insignia of rank, as now prescribed for 
Officers and Past Officers, plainly stated, is that Past Grand Commanders 
shall wear shoulder-straps of the same color as those worn by officers of 
the Grand Encampment, and that Past Commanders shall wear the same 
coloj- that the officers of the Grand Commandery wear ; and that the dis- 
tinguishins: initial letter be omitted from the shoulder straps. 

Should this be adopted retired officers \yould wear color of a higher grade 
then that worn by the active officers under whose jurisdiction they are. 

We think the change would work confusion, and produce no beneficial 
results. 

We report adversely upon this proposition. 
^Paragraph 7 was laid over."] 

JAMES H. HOPKINS, 

For the Committee, 

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT. 

M. E. Sir Knight Hopkins, chairman of Committee on Jurispru- 
dence, presented the following supplemental report, which was 
received, and its recommendations adopted : 

MEXICO. 

To the Grand Encampment: 

With reference to the correspondence between the Grand Master and a 
Knight Templar in Mexico, relative to the formation of a Commandery in 
the Republic of Mexico, we respectfully report that no formal application 
for a dispensation or charter to form a Commandery in Mexico, has been 
presented to this Grand Encampment. When such application shall be 
received, it will be time to consider the propriety of granting it. 

We ask to be discharged from consideration of the matter. 

SCOTLAND. 

We have so little knowledge of ihe Grand Encampment of the Temple 
of Malta of Scotland that we deem it prudent to acquire further informa- 
tion before establishing Knightly relations with said Bpdy. 
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We therefore recommend that the Grand Master obtain a copy of the 
Constitution of the Grand Encampment of Scotland, and to obtain all 
possible information in reference to said Body, its standing, jurisdiction, 
&c., and to lay the same before the Grand Encampment at its next Triennial 
Conclave. 

JAMES H. HOPKINS, 

For the Committee, 

RESOLUTIONS TO REVISE CONSTITUTION, &C. 

M. K Sir Knight Hopkins, of Pennsylvania, on behalf of the Com- 
mittee on Jurisprudence, offered the following resolutions, which were 
adopted : 

Resolved^ That a committee of five be appointed to revise the Constitu- 
tion, Code of Statutes, Edicts and Law, and to report the same to the next 
Triennial Conclave, together with Forms of Templar Trials; that said 
revision and forms shall be printed under direction of the committee, and 
the Grand Recorder be instructed to send, with the summons, a copy of 
said revision and forms. 

Resolved^ That the Grand Master be authorized to draw his warrant for 
cost of printing, &c. 

COMMITTEE. 

The M. E. Grand Master appointed the following committee : 

Sir Knight J. H. Hopkins, of Pennsylvanisl ; Sir Knight J. Q. A. 
Fellows, of Louisiana ; Sir Knight William B. Isaacs, of Virginia ; 
Sir Knight Henry M.Teller, of Colorado; Sir Knight W. P. Innes, 
of Michigan. 

ADJOURNED. 

The Grand Encampment adjourned at 6 P. M. until to-morrow at 
^ 9.30 A. M. 

Teste I 

WILLIAM B. ISAACS, 

Grand Recorder, 
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THIRD DAY. 

Thursday, ii^/i August y i8g2. 

The Grand Encampment was called to order at 9.30 A. M. by 
M. E. John P. S. Gobin, Grand Master. 

DEVOTIONS. 

The Grand Encampment was led in devotions by V. E. Sir 
knight Leighton Coleman, Grand Prelate. 

MINUTES READ. 

The minutes of proceedings of yesterday were read and approved. 

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON RITUALS. 

Sir Knight John C. Smith offered the following report and reso- 
lution on behalf of the Sub-Committee of the Special Committee on 
Rituals, which was received, and its recommendations were adopted : 

Resolved^ That a sufficient number of copies of the Rituals of the Illus- 
trious Order of the Red Cross, and the valiant and magnanimous Order of 
the Temple, adopted at this Triennial Conclave, be prepared in abbrevia- 
ted or cypher form to supply each Subordinate Commandery of the Grand 
Encampment and of the Grand Commanderies of the United States with 
one copy; and four copies for the use of the officers of each Gfand Com- 
mandery, and that a sufficient surplus be also provided, to be held by the 
Grand Recorder to supply new Commanderies that may be crated, and ta 
replace destroyed or worn out copies. Said Rituals to be distributed under 
such regulations as may be prescribed by the Grand Master. 

2. Each Grand Commandery shall be furnished with one full copy of said 
Rituals to be held in the Archives of such Body, subject to the order of the 
Grand Encampment. 

3. AH Rituals to be the property of the Grand Encampment, to be held 
by those to whom issued only so long as they remain in office, and to be 
by them delivered to their successors at the time of their installation. 

4. Receipts shall be taken from each person to whom a copy of the Ritual 
is issued, conditioned, that it shall be delivered to his successor or returned 
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to the Grand Encampment. The Recorder of the Grand Encampment, and 
the Recorders of the several Grand Commanderies, shall each keep a record 
of the names of persons to whom copies of the Ritual may be issued, 
together with the date of issue. 

5. That the preparation of said Rituals be entrusted to the Chairman of 
the Ritual Committee, and the members of the Sub-Committee *on Rituals 
present at this Conclave, viz ; R. E. Sir Joseph A. Locke, George C. Connor, 
William O. Gould, John C. Smith, Charles H. Fisk and George McGown, 
and that the Committee shall, through its Chairman, certify all bills incurred 
in the preparation of said Rituals, to the Grand Master, who is authorized 
to order their payment. 

6. When said Rituals have been completed all of the copies shall be 
delivered to the Grand Recorder of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States of America, to be disposed of or held by him for future issue, as 
herein provided. 



Sir Knight Connor, Secretary of Committee on Rituals, submitted 
the following resolutions, which were adopted, to-wit : 

Resolved^ There shall be deposited in the Archives of this Grand Encamp- 
ment a standard copy of the Rituals, adopted as aforesaid, which shall be 
safely kept by the keeper of the Archives, and not subject to examination 
save by written permission of the Grand Master. 

Resolved, There shall also be prepared for the use of the M. E. Grand 
Master of this Grand Encampment, and his successors in office, a full copy 
of the Rituals, adopted as aforesaid, which shall be an exact duplicate of 
the standard deposited in the Archives. The Grand Master shall transmit 
said copy to his successor. 



Sir Knight John C. Smith, of Illinois, submitted the following 
report on behalf of the Committee on Jurisprudence, which was 
received, and its recommendations \vere adopted : 



Most Eminent Sir, — The Grand Commandery of Ohio have had a regu- 
lation upon their statute books for quite a number of years, reading as fol- 
lows : 



RESOLUTIONS ON RITUALS. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE. 



Denver, Col., August p, i8g2. 



Sir J. P. S. GoBiN, Grand Master 



Grand Encampment U. S., K, T, 
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" The By-Laws of a Commandery and any amendments thereto, to be 
of any validity, must be approved by the Grand Commandery at an annual 
Conclave; except amendments that effect only the amount and time of pay- 
ment of annual dues and the dates and hours of meetings, which are valid 
when regularly adopted, and do not require approval." Does the regula- 
tion quoted conflict with the Statutes of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States ? or, in other words, has a Grand Commandery the right to 
relegate such purely local matters to a Subordinate Commandery ? 
Fraternally yours, 

L. F. LYTTLE, 
P. G. C. Grand Commandery of Ohio, 

Your Committee on Templar Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the 
above query, fraternally answer. Yes. 

Courteously submitted on behalf of Committee, 

JOHN C. SMITH. 

INVITATION. 

R. 'E. Sir Knight Carr, Grand Commander of Colorado, extended 
an invitation to the Grand Encampment to visit, and hold a session 
of this body on Pike's Peak, which invitation was accepted. 

On motion of Sir Knight Power, of Mississippi, the following 
resolution was adopted : 

Resolved^ That a Special Committee of three be appointed to make and 
report arrangements to carry out the foregoing invitation. , 

Committee — Sir Knights J. L. Power, of Mississippi ; C. H. Fisk, 
of Kentucky; M. M. Parker, of District of Columbia. 

ELECTION OF GRAND OFFICERS. 

This being the time designated by the Constitution for the election 
of officers, the Most Eminent Grand Master appointed the following 
tellers, to-wit : Sir Knights J. Thompson Brown, of Virginia ; W. 
M. Brooks, of Tennessee, and John Vallerchamp, of Pennsylvania. 

Sir Knight Hugh McCurdy, of Michigan, was elected M. E. 
Grand Master. 
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Warren La Rue Thomas, of Kentucky, R. E. Deputy Grand 
Master. 

Reuben H. Lloyd, of California, V. E. Grand Generalissimo, 
H. B. Stoddard, of Texas, V. E. Grand Captain -General. 

RECESS. 

The hour of 12 M. having arrived, the Grand Encampment 
adjourned till 2 P. M. 



Two o'clock p. M. 

ELECTION RESUMED. 

At 2 o'clock p. M. the Most Eminent Grand Encampment was 
called to order by the Grand Master, and proceeded to the election 
of the remaining officers. 

George M. Moulton, of Illinois, V. E. Grand Senior Warden. 
H. W. RuGG, of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, V. E. Grand 
Junior Warden. 

H. Wales Lines, of Connecticut, V. E. Grand Treasurer. 
William B. Isaacs, of Virginia, V. E. Grand Recorder. 

SIR KNIGHT McCURDY'S ACCEPTANCE. 

On accepting the position of Grand Master, Sir Knight McCurdy 
delivered the following response : 

Most Eminent Grand Master: 

In accepting this proud position to which my Praters have called me, my 
first thought is, that while I must yield to many of my Praters in power to 
discharge its important duties, yet, to none do I yield in the measure of my 
appreciation of the high honor so generously conferred. Not to my fitness 
or worthiness, but to the high regard in which I have ever held this honor- 
able station do I confidently trust in some deg:ree to prove a worthy suc- 
cessor to the brilliant coterie of noble names who'have with unsullied honor 
and increasing devotion fulfilled the hopes of their Praters, who have raised 
them to this lofty station. I need not here call the roll of distinguished 
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names. They need no eulogy from the lips of man. Their eloquent words 
and faithful service are written in the hearts of a grateful Brotherhood. 
That you have in the past called such men to leadership is of itself an elo- 
quent declaration to the world of your lofty ideal of Templarism. The men 
we choose as leaders should be illustrations of ourselves as men, and should 
at the same time urge us to be manlier men. Men should find in each suc- 
ceeding leader an opportunity for a larger life ; he should be a reflection of 
their character and an inspiration to be a better character. A house is a 
home only when its location, form and furniture are in perfect harmony with 
those who live in it. A leader of men is a leader only when he has grown 
Out of their own wants and careful thinking, as the fruit grows out of the 
very heart of the tree. Such a man will lift and place upon a higher level 
the men who choose him. Mutual reflection and inspiration of character, 
this is the secret of growth in our common Brotherhood. This is the only 
solution of the problem how to grow larger in spirit as we grow older in 
years. We preserve the youth of Templarism only by each year adding 
something to its inner life. While we must rigidly adhere to the path of 
our fathers, yet we rpust not forget that the future has some better thing in 
store for us, and that they without us cannot be made perfect. 

Our mission as Freemasons is not to destroy, but to fulfill; out of their 
faith we must develop a larger, better faith. The one potent question 
is not what have they done for us; but what are we doing for them— 
not what has been their past, but what will be our past. What are we going 
to give the future ? Those of the past who left a magnificent heritage for 
the future were men whose ambition it was to contribute something of their 
own to the age in which they lived. The Parthenon, the Apollo Belvedere, 
the Cologne Cathedral, the Sistine Madonna and Raphael's Transfiguration 
were the works of men who did not merely live for themselves, nor live to 
please others — not the works of men who were satisfied with mere posses- 
sion and accumulation; but of men who strove to give the best in themselves 
to their fellow-men. It was this spirit that gave us all that is of real value 
in art, science, architecture and literature. It has recently been said of the 
American people, that while they spend millions every year for works of 
art, they are contributing almost nothing to the art treasures of the future. 
We love the word antique. We have antique architecture. Queen Anne fur- 
niture, medieval styles ; but no modern architecture, and but little, if any, 
nineteenth century art. Are we satisfied to be mere copyists, imitators ? 
No copyist ir. a true artist. Unless there be something original in a work, 
it is only a copy. Are we as men, as Knights Templar anything more than 
copyists of the valient Sir Knights of the middle ages. Their mission was 
to rescue the sepulchre of the Son of Man from the Saracens. Our grander 
mission is in His name to give cups of cold water to His little ones. Not, 
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Sir Knights, simply to give the cup of cold water, but to, give it in His 
spirit— the spirit of kindness, tenderness and sympathy. This spirit the 
world needs far more than it needs any material thing which it may be in 
our power to give. It is by thus giving to the needy brother the cup of cold 
water in the spirit of our common Brotherhood, that we manifest our loyalty 
to Him, in whose life, resurrection and ascension we find an abiding inspira- 
tion with Him, continually to ascend in all things that minister to growth in 
more perfect manhood. In our reverence for the past, let us not close our 
eyes to the demands of the present hour. 

In whatever cause Knight Templarism had its origin, its only reason for 
existence to-day is its power to help men. Men are not asking to-day how 
far back into the past does your history extend ; but how far reaching is 
your present every day life. What of your own are you adding to the age 
in which you live? We cannot afford to live for our own gratification, nor 
for display of crpss, plume, sword, star. By a larger growth in ourselves 
and a wider influence upon our fellow-men we must emphasize the meaning 
of our name and the signification of our symbols. Find out this meaning, 
this signification, be these. 

We have our Masonic homes, our altar, our mystic tie. In our devotion 
to these shall we forget the world's home where our fellows dwell ? Shall 
not our love for that which we call our own inspire in us a larger love for 
the common Brotherhood of man, the . altar around which kneel all men 
in that mystic tie, that one touch of nature that makes all men kin. While 
we grow in spirit ourselves to a larger faith around our common altar — to a 
larger life in our own homes, shall we not evidence this growth by doing 
what we can that other homes of mankind may likewise from larger oppor- 
tunities and more light grow in spirit and character. 

Sir Knights, the world needs us at our best. Every bond, said Savonarola , 
is a debt. In paying this debt, and nowhere else, all right lies. Our bonds 
of fellowship, not only as Freemasons with one another, but as men with 
our fellow men are debts. In paying these all our right lies. Man was not 
made for Freemasonry, but Freemasonry for man. This age especially 
demands the enunciation of the principles of our Order. Men need that 
deeper sense of the sacredness of human life which comes only from a 
belief in the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. By this 
sense alone may be dissipated all this spirit of discontent, these differences 
separating man and threatening our peace. 

These thoughts, my fraters, your choice of leaders in the past has sug- 
gested. However unworthy I may be to wear the mantle falling from such 
whole-souled and broad-shouldered men, I trust that I shall in no sense 
come behind any in my loyalty to the principles and practice of our Order, 
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from the first tp the last degree. I shall endeavor to keep in line with the 
spirit of this progressive age. It shall be my duty to say let there be more 
light — yours it shall be to aid me in this great work of taking away from 
Masonic eyes everything that hides their light. The courage to enter upon 
the duties of this high office comes, indeed, from the memory of the noble 
brethren who have preceded me, but even more from these loyal hearts 
around me here of whose Knightly aid I am assured. 

To his boatman overcome by fear in a violent storm the great Caesar 
once said, " Why do you fear? You carry Caesar." Thus my own fears as 
your Grand Master in the future will be dispelled by the self-asked and 
self answered question, "Why do you fear.? Those noble Caesars carry 
you." 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISPENSATIONS AND NEW COM- 

MANDERIES. 

Sir Knight Conover, of Michigan, chairman of Committee on Dis- 
pensations and New Commanderies, made the following report, which 
was received, and its recommendations adopted : 

To the M. E. Grand Encampment of Knights 

Templar of the United States of America : 

Your Committee on Dispensations and new Commanderies respectfully 
submit the following report: 

We have examined that portion of the M. E. Grand Master's report 
which relates to the new Grand Commandery of North Dakota, to new . 
Commanderies constituted, to new Commanderies under Dispensation, and 
to the Special Dispensation to Damascus Commandery, No. 2, of Jackson- 
ville, Florida, and recommend the approval of the action of the M. E. 
Grand Master in relation thereto. 

The M. E. Grand Master reported the grariting of a Special Dispensation 
to Damascus Commandery, No. 2, stationed at Jacksonville, Florida, ta 
continue work until the present Conclave, their charter having been 
destroyed by fire, also enjoining them to have here at this time that Dis- 
pensation and a record of their proceedings had thereunder. By some 
oversight on the part of the officers, the Dispensation was not forwarded in 
time to reach here before the present Conclave, but from the report sub- 
mittted of the condition of the Commandery, your Committee confidently 
believe that the Commandery should have authority to continue work, and 
we recommend that another charter be issued in lieu of the one destroyed, 
and that the Dispensation be continued until the charter is received. 
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We have also carefully examined and considered the petitions, records, 
by-laws and transcript of the official doings of the several Commanderies 
under Dispensation which have been submitted for our ' inspection, and 
find, that with the exception of a few minor details hereafter noted, they 
are correct and in conformity with the Constitution and Code of Statutes of 
the Grand Encampment. 

On February 17, A. D., 1890, the M. E. Grand Master issued a Dispensation 
to fourteen Knights, authorizing them to form and open a Commandery at 
Prescott, in the Territory of Arizona, to be known as Ivanhoe Com- 
mandery, No. 2. The records of this Commandery are neatly kept, and 
show that the Orders have been conferred upon twenty-two candidates, 
and the work of the Commandery to be in accordance with Templar law. 
The by-laws of this Commandery have been corrected by your Committee 
in some points where they were not in harmony with Templar law, and 
believing that the honor of Templar Masonry will be safely intrusted to 
their keeping, we recommend that a charter be issued to Ivanhoe Com- 
mandery, No. 2, Prescott, Arizona, with thirty-four members, as shown by 
the returns of this Commandery for the year 1892. 

On July 12, A. D., 1890, the M. E. Grand Master issued a Dispensation to 
twenty Knights to form and open a Commandery at Guthrie-, in the Terri- 
tory of Oklahoma. The records and transcript of official doings are all in 
first-class shape, save that the Dispensation is not spread upon the records. 
The returns of this Commandery, for the present year, show a membership 
of twenty-four, and we recommend that a Charter be issued under the 
name of Guthrie, No. i, at Guthrie, Oklahoma. 

On May i, A. D., 1891, the M. E. Grand Master issued a Dispensation to 
nineteen Knights at Phoenix, Arizona. We find the proceedings of this 
Commandery, as recorded, to be correct in detail and in accordance with 
the statutes and regulations of the Order. The present membership, as 
shown by the returns for the year 1892 is twenty- seven, and believing that 
the honor and welfare of Templar Masonry are safe in their hands, we 
recommend that a Charter be issued to this Commandery under the name 
of Phoenix, No. 3, at Phoenix, Arizona. 

On August 20, A. D., 1891, the M. E. Grand Master issued a Dispensation 
to nine Knights to form and open a Commandery at Lewiston, Idaho. The 
returns for the present year show a membership of sixteen ; and the records 
are in excellent shape ; and although the number of members is small, the 
zeal and earnestness displayed by them is evidence that the interests of 
Templar Masonry will be advanced thereby, and we recommend that a 
Charter be issued to this Commandery, under the title of Lewiston Com- 
mandery, No. 2, Lewiston, Idaho. 
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On August 26, A. D., 1891, the M. E. Grand Master issued a Dispensation 
to fourteen Knights to form and open a Commandery at Moscow, Idaho. 
The present membership of this Commandery, as shown by its returns for 
the year 1892, is twenty-nine. The zeal and interest manifested by the 
Knights of this Commandery are evidence that the interests of our Knightly 
Order will be safe in their hands, and we recommend that a Charter be 
issued, under the name and number of Moscow, No. 3. 

On October i, 1891, the M. E. Grand Master issued a Dispensation to 
seventeen Knights to form and open a Commandery at Muskogee, in Indian 
Territory, and the returns show that number to be exactly doubled during 
the ten months that have since elapsed — the present membership being 
thirty-four. We recommend that a Charter be issued to this Commandery, 
under the name of Muskogee Commandery, No. i, at Muskogee, Indian 
Territory. 

On March 5, A. D., 1892, the M. E. Grand Master issued a Dispensation 
to sixteen Knights to form and open a Commandery at Oklahoma, in the 
Territory of Oklahoma. The returns of this young Commandery show the 
membership, at the close of the last Templar year, to be thirteen. While 
there is no increase in membership in this Commandery in the very 
few months of its existence, the record of work done since shows that 
seventeen have been Knighted since that report, and we are satisfied the 
interests of Templar Masonry will be advanced thereby, and we recom- 
mend that a Charter be issued to this Commandery, under the present title 
and number. 

On October i, 1891, the M. E. Grand Master issued a Dispensation to 
twelve Knights to form and open a Commandery at Spartanburg, South 
Carolina. The returns of this Commandery for the year show a present 
membership of twenty-eight, and is evidence that the Knights of that Com- 
mandery are actively and earnestly at work ; but no records or papers are 
submitted to your Committee for their consideration, and we, therefore, 
recommend that the Dispensation of Spartanburg Commandery, No. 3, 
South Carolina, be continued until the next Triennial Conclave of the 
Grand Encampment. 

With the slight exceptions already noted, we find the records of the several 
Commanderies, which have been submitteed for our inspection, to be most 
carefully kept, and the proceedings to be in accordance with Templar law, 
and we commend the Recorders of these several Commanderies for the 
excellent work which they have brought up for our inspection. It is good 
work, square work, such work as we are authorized to receive. 

A new code of by-laws of Washington Commandery, No. i, Washington, 
D. C, has been submitted to your Committee, and after a careful considera- 
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tion of the same, we find them, with a simple exception which we note 
therein, to be in accordance with the Constitution and Code of Statutes of 
the Grand Encampment, and we recommend their approval with the excep- 
tion noted. 



Courteously submitted, 

JEFFERSON S. CONOVER, 
ROBERT H. CHAMBERLAIN, 
T. B. HICKS, 
S. O. SPRING, 
JOHN A. SLOAN, 
BYRON L. CARR, 
KITTRIDGE HASKINS. 

Committee, 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INVITATION. 



Sir Knight Power, chairman of Special Committee on the invita- 
tion to visit Pike's Peak, made the following report, which was 
received, and the recommendations were adopted : 

To the Grand Encampment : 

Your Committee to which was referred the invitation of the Triennial 
Reception Committee of the Grand Commandery of Colorado, to hold an 
adjourned or special Conclave of the Grand Encampment on the summit of 
Pikers Peak on Saturday next, at high noon, beg leave to report for adop- 
tion the following : 

That the Grand Encampment appreciate the generous and courteous 
invitation of the Triennial Reception Committee to hold an adjourned or 
special Conclave on the summit of Pike's Peak on Saturday next, and 
hereby expresses its hearty thanks for same; but in view of the limited 
time, and the fact that many members of the Grand Encampment have 
already made other arrangements to visit Pike's Peak, with members of 
their families and the Commanderies of their several jurisdictions, the pro- 
posed visit is impracticable at this time. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TESTIMONIAL TO P. G. M. ROOME. 

Sir Knight McCurdy, chairman of the Special Committee on 
Testimonial to Past Grand Master Charles Roome, made the fol- 
lowing report, which was received and adopted : 



J. L. POWER, 
MYRON M. PARKER, 
CHAS. H. FISK. 
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To the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States: 

Your Special Committee entrusted with the pleasant duty of procuring 
and presenting to Past Grand Master- Charles Roome a suitable testimonial, 
in recognition of his services as Gr^ind Master, respectfully report. 

Before purchasing said testimonial your Committee deemed it proper to 
consult him as to what he desired said testimonial should be. In due season 
our Past Grand Master informed your Committee that he had selected as 
such testimonial two figures in bronze, one representing a standard-bearer, 
the other a cross- bowman, which he would regard as suitable memorials to 
be handed down in his family as an heir-loom, and commemorative of 
the high honor which had been conferred upon him by this Grand Body. 

Having been advised of his selection of a testimonial, your Committee 
purchased the same, paying therefor the sum appropriated for that purpose , 
and on the base of each figure had engraved thereon these words : 

" Presented to M. E. Sir Charles Roome, P. G. M., by the Grand Encamp- 
ment of Knights Templar of the United States of America, January, 1890." 

In the selection of these testimonials by General Roome your Committee 
could not resist recalling the pleasant lessons taught by the Isthmian games, 
which were part of a religious ceremony, hallowed by sacrifices aJL the be- 
ginning, and at the end the prize was a simple laurel wreath of no intrinsic 
value ; but to gain this simple prize was an object of eager effort and anxious 
hope. Even to have any share in these games was a great honor, but to win 
the prize brought the highest honor, not only to the winner himself, but to his 
family, to all connected with him, and to the place in which he lived. There 
was no intrinsic value in the perishable leaves ; they were only the sign of 
a victory won by the most earnest effort — self denial, self-control and tem- 
perance — a sign of the value put by the people upon these fundamentals of 
manhood. 

And thus, in presenting this testimonial to our Knightly athlete, our 
prize winner in this race in which we are all honored contestants, neither 
to those who give, nor to those who receive is there any thought of intrinsic 
worth. Our thought only this, he is worthy for whom we do this — hence 
your prize. 

What better symbols could have been chosen to express this mutual 
thought and aim than those suggested by our beloved Past Grand Master 
than a standard-bearer and cross-bowman ? 

A standard is that before which one stands, that by which he measures 
himself. It is one's judge — a mirror in which he sees himself not only as 
he is, but as he ought to be. May we not believe that in suggesting this 
form of testimonial our Prater designed to remind all Sir Knights of the 
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lofty standard before which they stand — the principles of true knighthood, 
that mirror in which we may see ourselves as we are and as we ought to be. 

What more fitting symbol could he also select than the cross-bowman to 
remind us of the position and duty of every true Knight in the unceasing 
conflict Knight Templarism wages against the enemies of the nation's 
peace and the virtues of our homes. In this onward march against our 
common foes he has been our most valiant cross-bowman. 

The sublime principles of Knighthood are our standard, by these we are 
measured, before these we stand. This is the common meeting-ground of 
all Sir Knights, the one purpose to attain to the broadest and deepest human 
fellowship. The ambition of every Templar is to stand a valiant cross- 
bowman in the van of the battle array, and thus are done 



The glorious actions of our standard bearer and cross-bowman we have 
thus written in bronze that this testimonial may be to him a memorial of 
our gratitude for the inspiration of his leadership, the memory of which in 
our hearts will be more enduring than forms of marble or bronze. May 
these figures of bronze be figures having a living voice proclaiming to his 
children and his children's children that, 



Sir Knight Roots, of Arkansas, on behalf of the Committee on 
Jurisprudence, submitted the following report, which was received, 
and the recommendations adopted: 

The following question has been referred to the Committee on Templar 
Jurisprudence : 

"When the Commander of a Commandery is elected Grand Comman- 
der of his State, can the Generalissimo be installed as Commander ? Or 
does he continue to hold the rank of Generalissimo, acting Commander 
until a Commander is elected and installed ? " 

In reply %o which the Committee courteously report that Title XLII of 
the Code of Statutes and Digest of Templar Law distinctly states that, 
under the circumstances suggested, no election can be held for Eminent 



"A thousand glorious actions, that might claim 
Triumphant laurels and immortal fame." 



" He appeared a hero in our eyes 
Because he excelled in what we prize." 



HUGH McCURDY, 
WILLIAM B. ISAACS. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE. 
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Commander. And as no Knight can be installed Eminent Commander 
without an election, the Generalissimo, under the recited circumstances, 
succeeds to the duties of the office of Eminent Commander without 
becoming endowed with that rank. 

LOGAN H. ROOTS, 

jFor the Committee. 

INVITATION. 

An invitation to attend a reception tendered to Sir Knight Hay, 
of the District of Columbia, by Denver Lodge, No. 17, Benevolent 
Order of Elks, was received, and ordered to be filed. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE. 

Sir Knight Frizzell, of Tennessee, on behalf of the Committee on 
Jurisprudence, presented the following report, which was received 
and adopted : 

The Committee on Templar Jurisprudence has had referred to it and has 
duly considered the following resolution : 

" Resolved^ That this Grand Encampment request Washington Comman- 
dery. No. i, Knights Templar of Washington, D. C, to heal Companion 
* * * * * who was declared by the Grand Encampment, in 1889, to 
have been never legally elected to the Orders of Knighthood (page 203), 
and that he be thereafter entitled to the rights and privileges thereof." 

We know of no reason why the course suggested by this resolution should 
be pursued, nor is any assigned ; and we, therefore, report against its adop- 
tion. 

Courteously submitted, 

JOHN FRIZZELL, 

For the Committee. 

Sir Knight Fellows, of New Hampshire, on behalf of the Com- 
mittee on Jurisprudence, made the following report, which was 
adopted : 

Upon the resolution of the Grand Commander of Michigan* requesting 
the ruling of the Grand Encampment upon Title XXXVIII of the Code, the 
Committee submit the following report : 
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This case arises out of the controversy between Detroit Commandery, 
No I, and Damascus Commandery. No. 42, concerning the membership of 
a Knight who had received the Order of the Temple in Detroit; was one of 
the petitioners for the Dispensation; had become a charter member of 
Damascus, and had, subsequently, received the Order of Malta in Detroit, 
without the permission of Damascus having been requested. Detroit 
Commanderv then claimed him as a member. The opinion of Grand 
Commander, Sir Edward C. Smith, was obtained, who ruled that the Knight 
was *'a member of Damascus, and entitled to all the rights and privileges 
of membership.'* 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence of the Grand Commandery of 
Michigan, to which this case was referred, reported that the decision of 
Grand Commander Smith was correct. 

The Grand Commandery in its final action refused to approve of the 
report of the Committee, laid the subject over, and requested the Grand 
Council to obtain from the Committee on Jurisprudence, at this Triennial 
Conclave of the Grand Encampment, a ruling upon Title XXXVIII. 

The case involves the construction of this title in two respects. Section i 
provides that " those to whom a charter is issued and those who receive 
the Order of the Temple in a Commandery are ipso facto members thereof, 
whether such Commandery be chartered or under Dispensation." 

Section 5 provides that a Templar cannot be an active member of two 
Commanderies at the same time, &c. 

It appeared at the hearing before your Committee that the Knight in 
question had, to all intents and purposes, been an active member of Da- 
mascus Commandery from the date of its dispensation, and one of its offi- 
cers after it was constituted. Also, that the usual formal certificate that he, 
with the other signers of the petition for the Dispensation, was a member 
of Detroit Commandery, No. i, and that after the constitution of Damascus 
he received the Order of Malta in Detroit, without any permission having 
been obtained from Damascus. 

It was claimed by the representatives of Detroit Commandery, at the 
hearing, that the act of signing the petition for Dispensation, and all the 
subsequent acts of this Knight in connection with Damascus Commandery, 
were null and void, because, not having received the Order of Malta prior 
to signing, &c., he was not a member of Detroit Commandery, and did not 
become a member of Damascus ; but that, subsequently, having received 
the Malta in Detroit, he then, and not till then, became a member of any 
Commandery. 

We hold that this view is erroneous. 

It might be said with propriety that Detroit Commandery, by its officers 
having certified, in connection with the steps relating to the Dispensation, 
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that this Knight was a member in good and regular standing, is now 
estopped from claiming otherwise, and cannot now be heard in support of 
a proposition which would render void the important transactions relating 
to and, to a certain extent, dependent upon its own action ; but a better 
reason exists in answer to the proposition of Detroit Commandery. 

The provision that " those who receive the Order of the Temple in a Com- 
mandery are ipso facto members thereof," is as plain and explicit as can be 
made. There is no ambiguity or uncertainty about it, and the claim that it 
means that the Malta must be included to constitute membership is entirely 
unfounded. 

It is not necessary to discuss the relation of the Order of Malta or its 
history here. The growing importance and value of the Order, the 
method of receiving: it formerly, and the action of the Grand Encampment 
in relation to its Ritual, which were suggested at the hearing, do not have 
any bearing upon the question before us The hinge upon which the whole 
subject swings is what the provision cited means. Did the Grand Encamp- 
ment intend when it legislated upon the subject, and is it a reasonable 
interpretation to be given this provision within any rule by which statutes 
are construed to mean that a Knight is not a member until he has received 
the Order of Malta ? We hold that such a construction would be wholly 
unwarranted. If this be correct, then the decision of the Committee of 
Jurisprudence in the Grand Commandery of Michigan follows as a matter 
of course, and should have been approved. Detroit Commandery in con- 
ferring the Order of Malta upon the Knight after he had become a member 
of Damascus without consent of that Commandery acted without authority, 
and did not thereby acquire any new right or control in the prertiises. 



Sir Knight Morris, of Tennessee, offered the following preamble 
and resolution, which was adopted : 

Whereas, the Committee on Jurisprudence was appointed at Washington 
for this Conclave, and of said Committee three members, viz: Hopkins, of 
Pennsylvania; Fellows, of Louisiana, by virtue of being Past Grand Masters 
have their expenses paid, also Smith, of Illinois, by being on Ritual Commit- 
tee, leaving Jas. W. Fellows, of New Hampshire ; Logan H. Roots, of Arkan- 
sas, and John Frizzell, of Tennessee, who have attended said Committee and 
have their expenses unpaid ; be it — 



J. W. FELLO\yS, 



For the Committee. 
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Resolved t That the Grand Master be requested to draw his Warrant for 
sufficient amount to pay their expenses. 

FORMS OF TRIAL. 

Sir Knight McGown, of New York, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 

Resolved^ That the forms of trial of Knights Templar as reported by the 
Committee appointed by the Grand Encampment in 1877, be and they are 
hereby adopted. 

PLACE OF MEETING. 

Sir Knight Parker, chairman of Committee on the Place of Meet- 
ing, made the following report : 

To the Grand Encampment of the United States : 

The Committee to whom was referred the duty of selecting the next place 
of meeting for the Grand Encampment, beg leave to report that after having 
-carefully considered the claims of the various cities, all bf whom tendered 
generous hospitalities, are of the opinion that in view of the fact that the 
■Grand Encampment has not met in the East for over forty years, that 
that section of our country is entitled to consideration ; and we, therefore, 
recommend that the city of Boston be selected as the place of meeting of 
the twenty-sixth Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment Knights 
Templar of the United States. 

Courteously submitted, 

MYRON M. PARKER. 
F. J. S. GORGAS, 
W. P. WEBSTER, 
J. H. PEABODY. 
W. W. VAN WINKLE, 
JOHN H. BROWN, 
J. A. MANNING. 

Sir Knight Melish, of Ohio, moved to amend by striking out the 
word Boston,'' and insert the word ** Cincinnati." 

Sir Knight Meffert, of Kentucky, moved, as an amendment to 
the amendment, to insert the word '* Louisville *' instead of '* Cin- 
cinnati.** 
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Both amendments were rejected, and the report of the Committee 
was unanimously adopted. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE. 

Sir Knight Fellows, of New Hampshire, on behalf of the Com- 
mittee on Jurisprudence, made the following report on the Decisions 
of the M. E. Grand Master — from No. i to No. i6, inclusive — which 
was adopted : 

The Committee on Jurisprudence have considered the several decisions 
of the Grand Master, and report : 

No, /. The membership of a Knight in his Commandery, who has been 
suspended from membership in Lodge and Chapter for non-payment of 
dues, but who subsequently removes the cause of suspension and becomes 
^n unaffiliated Mason in good standing, is not affected thereby. He is not 
required to be a member of either Lodge or Chapter. It is sufficient if he 
is in good standing as a Master Mason and Royal Arch Mason. The 
refusal of Lodge or Chapter to admit him to membership does not interfere 
with his Commandery relations. This decision should be approved. 

No. 2. A by-law providing that ** a Sir Knight having been a member for 
twenty-one consecutive years, and having paid all dues charged against 
him shall be exempt from payment of any dues except Grand Commandery 
dues is inconsistent with Title XIX, section 9 of the Code, which provides 
the manner in which a member may be exempt from payment of annual 
dues, and Title XXXVIII, section 9, which is substantially to the same 
effect. 

This by-law should be disapproved. The decision of the Grand Master 
should be affirmed. 

No. 3. The decision of the Grand Master on this subject is correct, and 
should be approved. 

A petition for membership founded upon a dimit may be renewed at any 
subsequent regular Conclave of a Commandery, unless there be some 
by-law relating to the subject that would govern the subject. 

No, 4. A Knight suspended for a fixed period is restored by operation of 
law to his right and privilege at the expiration of his sentence without any 
action on the part of his Commandery. 

The decision of the Grand Master in this case is correct, and should be 
approved. 
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No, 5. The jurisdiction of a Commandery over a rejected candidate 
remains unless waived by subsequent action. 

Title XXXIV, section 5 of the Code, provides, that ** A rejected candidate 
cannot apply to another Commandery without the consent by a unanimous 
vote of the one by which he was rejected." 

The rule regulating the manner of voting upon this subject is that it must 
be by ballot and is secret. 

The decision of the Grand Master should be approved. 

No, 6. A Generalissimo who performs the duty of an Eminent Commander 
to fill a vacancy is not entitled to the honors of Past Commander. 

The provisions relating to this subject are to prevent the failure of the 
office in case of vacancy and not to create any new honors for the benefit of 
the incumbent for the time being. 

The decision of the Grand Master is correct, and shopld be approved. 

No. 7. There is no law or rule of Templar Masonry authorizing or war- * 
ranting the holding of meetings of a Commandery upon Sunday, except in 
connection with funeral ceremonies. 

It would be not only in direct violation of the principles upon which the 
Order is founded, but would be grossly inconsistent with the civil law. It 
should not be permitted. 

The decision of the Grand Master was correct, and should be approved. 

No. S. A Templar from England having received the Order in a lawfully 
constituted Commandery, holding a dimit, with other satisfactory evidence 
that he is a member in good and regular standing, and having received the 
Order of the Red Cross, as provided by Title XXV of the Code, may be 
admitted into a Commandery in this jurisdiction. 

The same principle applies to visitors and to applicants for affiliation . 

The decision of the Grand Master was correct, and should be approved. 

No g. There is no rule or law providing for the appointment or election 
of more than one Prelate in a Subordinate Commandery. 

The Prelate is recognized as one of the officers to be elected — or appointed 
by the Commander — and special duties attach to his office ; and the office 
is provided for by the Constitution of the Grand Bodies, and there is no 
authority for more than one. 

The decision of the Grand Master was correct, and should be approved. 

No. 10. There is no appeal from the decision of a Grand Commander 
relating to points of order and the conduct of the business of a Grand 
Commandery. 

Article II, section 35 of the Constitution of the Grand Encampment pro- 
vides as follows : " No appeal shall lie to the Grand Commandery from the 
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decision of the Grand Commander except upon questions arising as to the 
construction of the rules and edicts of the Grand Commandery." Ques- 
tions of parliamentary law. and practice in conduct of the business of 
the Grand Commandery are clearly outside of the exception as provided. 
The decision of the Grand Master was correct, and should be approved. 

No. II. The rule that candidates must be able to give all the signs and 
go through all the ceremonies requisite in receiving the orders of Knight- 
hood is inflexible and the law of this jurisdiction. The Commandery 
where the petition isonade is the judge of the qualifiations of the candidate. 
Its scrutiny should be as faithful, and the rule as firmly applied as in rela- 
tion to other qualifications and fitness to receive the Orders. 

The decision of the Grand Master in this matter was correct and should 
be approved. 

No. 12. This decision is correct, and should be approved. 

No. IS. The decision of the Grand Master is correct, and should be 
approved. 

Section 36 of the Constitution of the Grand Encampment provides that 
the several Grand Officers of Grand Commanderies shall hold their respec- 
tive offices until their successors shall be duly elected and installed. If a 
vacancy occurs in any elective office other than that of Eminent Commander 
the Grand Commander may authorize a new. election upon request, &c. In 
this case no vacancy exists. 

A vacancy may occur by expiration of term — by death or expulsion. The 
removal from the jurisdiction does not create a vacancy. 

The fair construction of the several provisions upon this subject would 
indicate that the intendment of the law is that in the absence of an officer 
the next in line should perform the duties. 

No 14 The authority to enact by-laws does not 'exist in a Commandery 
under dispensation. They can only by a Commandery duly constituted. It 
logically follows that by-laws enacted before a Commandery is constituted 
must be invalid. 

The second point of this decision relates to the power of approval of 
by-laws. This authority exists only in Grand Bodies. 

All by-laws and amendments should be approved by the Grand Comman- 
dery. 

The decision of the Grand Master was correct, and should be approved. 

No. 75. Non-affiliation in Lodge or Chapter does not disqualify a Tem- 
lar from membership in his Commandery. 
The Code is explicit upon this subject, Title XLI. 
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This doctrine has been iadhered to steadfastly by the Grand Encampment, 
and it must be regarded as the well settled rule upon the subject. 
The decision of the Grand Master was correct, and should be approved. 

No. 16* The Grand Encampment has prescribed what shall be the uniform 
of a Templar. 

Each Grand Commandery shall have full power and authority to prescribe 
the uniform to be worn in its own Jurisdiction, except that the insignia of 
rank shall always be under the Exclusive control and regulation of the 
Grand Encampment, and no other authority shall alter, modify, or in any 
way interfere therewith. 

A cloak is no part of the uniform of a Templar any more than any other 
article of wearing apparel, and it is not a subject of which the Grand 
Encampment should take any cognizance. 

The decision of the Grand Master was correct, and should be approved. 

Sir Knight Hopkins, of Pennsylvania, Chairman of Committee on 
Jurisprudence, submitted a report on the remaining decisions of the 
M. E. Grand Master. 

That part of the report referring to Decision No. 17 was adopted, 
and the residue of the report was laid over until to-morrow. 

ADJOURNED. 

The hour of 6 P. M. having arrived, the Grand Encampment 
adjourned till to-morrow at 9.30 A. M. 

Teste : 

WILLIAM B. ISAACS, 

Grand Recorder. 
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FOURTH DAY. 

V 

Friday, August 12, i8g2. 

At 9.30 o'clock, A. M., M. E. John P. S. Gobin, Grand Master, 
called the Grand Encampment to order. 

PRESENT. 

Officers and members as heretofore. 

DEVOTIONS. 

The Grand Encampment was led in devotions by V. E. Leighton 
Coleman, Grand Prelate. 

MINUTES READ. 

The minutes of proceedings of yesterday were read and approved. 

THE TIME OF NEXT MEETING. 

Sir Knight Rugg, of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved^ That the next Triennial session be called to meet in Boston, 
Massachusetts, on the last Tuesday of August (August 27th), 1895. 

RITUALS TO BE CALLED IN AND BURNED. 

Sir Knight Connor, of Tennessee, offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were adopted : 

Resolved, That the Grand Recorder require all the Subordinate Com- 
manderies of this Grand Encampment to return to him all Rituals, copies 
of Essentials and Keys, and that the Grand Recorder destroy the same on 
receipt thereof. 

Resolved, That the Grand Commanders of the Grand Commanderies be 
required to call in from the Subordinate Commanderies all Rituals, copies 
of Essentials and Keys that have been issued to them; also from all 
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officers, Rituals, &c. in their possession. That said Grand Recorders be 
required to destroy, in 4Derson, said Rituals, and report the names and 
the numbers of the Rituals, Essentials and Keys so destroyed, and the 
dates on which they destroyed the same to the Grand Recorder of this 
Grand Encampment. 

Resolved, That these Rituals, &c., as aforesaid, will be called in imme- 
diately after the promulgation of the Rituals adopted at this session of the 
Grand Encampment. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE. 

Sir Knight Hopkins, of Pennsylvania, chairman of the Committee 
fen Jurisprudence, proceeded to read the residue of the report, which 
was laid over yesterday, on the decisions of the M. E. Grand 
Master, which was adopted. 

No 17, We cannot approve this decision of the Grand Master. 

The fact that another Masonic Body has refused to discipline one who is 
a Sir Knight cannot deprive the Commandery, of which he is a member, 
from entertaining and acting upon the same charges. 

It is possible that acts may be committed which a Lodge would not deem 
worthy of discipline ; but of which a Commandery would entertain more 
rigid views. 

The logic of the decision would prevent a Commandery from trying a Sir 
Knight upon the same charges upon which he had been acquitted in a civil 
court, and this, we think, no one will maintain. 

We cannot agree to a proposition which denies a Commandery the right 
to investigate any charges which may be properly made against any of its 
members. We recommend a disapproval of this decision. 

No. 18. The Grand Master has correctly decided the case presented. 

Title XXXIV, section 6 of the Code, provides that one has been elected, 
but fails to present himself to receive the Orders, stands in precisely the 
same position as one whose petition has been rejected. The jurisdiction 
of the Commandery follows wherever he may go. 

We recommend the approval of this decision. 

No, ig. The question in No. 19, as well as in No. 18, and perhaps others, 
need not have been presented if the Code had been examined, and we take 
this occasion to urge a careful examination of the Constitution and Code 
before making a request for the Grand Master's decision. Much unneces- 
sary trouble would thus be avoided. 
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A definite suspension — suspension for a definite period of time — has 
effect only during the prescribed period. When .that period has expired, 
the Sir Knight who may have been so suspended, resumes his member- 
ship and all Templar rights without any action of his Commandery. 

This decision is approved. 

No. 20, We recommend the approval of the decision th?it — 

The Grand Master has no authority to direct the issuing of Rituals to any 

others, or in any other way, than as provided by resolution of the Grand 

Encampment. 

No. 21. This decision of the Grand Master is correct, and we recommend 
its approval. 

We cannot too emphatically declare that there is no power lodged any* 
where save in the Grand Encampment to authorize the printing of any part 
of the Rituals. 

No. 23, We approve of this decision, and only think it necessary to refer 
to Title XXXVIII, sections i and 2, as settling the question. 

The same question was raised in the case presented from the Grand Com- 
mandery of Michigan, in which report this Committee declares the law to 
be as herein stated. 

The facts presented in the present case seem to require an expression of 
opinion as to the By-Law which authorizes the expulsion of a Sir Knight 
for the non-payment of dues. We think this punishment entirely too severe 
for the offence. Expulsion is the most severe penalty which can be inflicted, 
and certainly the mere non-payment of dues is not the most aggravated 
crime which a Sir Knight can commit. 

No. 24. Your Committee cannot agree with conclusions of the Grand 
Master in the case from North Carolina. We believe the law to be that — 

A Grand Commander has no power to heal one illegally or irregularly 
knighted. Healing can only take place in pursuance of the action of the 
proper Grand Commandery, and such action must be based upon the unani- 
mous request of the Commandery in which the Orders were illegally or 
improperly conferred. 

No. 25. The correspondence between the Grand Commander of Wiscon- 
sin and the Grand Master raises two questions. The Grand Master decided 

(i) That *'an application to the Grand Commander for a Dispensation to 
form a new Commandery must have the endorsement of the nearest Com- 
mandery in the same jurisdiction. But a Grand Commandery can grant a 
Dispensation or Charter to form a new Commandery without the approval 
of the nearest Commandery." 
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This decision is in accordance with the law, and we recommend its 
approval. 

(2) As to effect upon the status in his Grand Commandery of one who 
has moved out of the jurisdiction, the decision is in accordance with the 
law. But the language of the Grand Master is broad enough to include all 
members of a Commandery who may change their residence ; whereas the 
statutes cited refer only to officers or members of a Grand Commandery. 

While your Committee can see no justice in depriving one of his right to 
vote in the Commandery when he maintains his membership and pays his 
dues, simply because he has been a member of a Grand Commandery and 
moved out of the State, we find the law to be as stated by the Grand 
Master. 

No. 26. The question raised by the Grand Commandery of Missouri we 
do not consider to be properly before the Grand Encampment. It appears 
that an appeal upon this matter is pending before the Grand Commandery 
of Missouri. 

We therefore ask to be relieved from considering the question. 

No, 27, We approve of this decision with a modification. The Grand 
Master says '* It is, however, desirable that such election should be held 
upon a regular night." 

We hold that it is not a question of mere desirability, but of necessity, 
that elections must be held at stated meetings of a Commandery. 

With this qualification we recommend the approval of the decision. • 

No. 28. It does not appear that the Commandery in Alabama made any 
request of the Grand Commandery of Iowa to waive jurisdiction which it 
had over the person in question. We think that without such request the 
Grand Commandery of Iowa was not called on to act. 

In addition to this, the question did not come from the Grand Com- 
mandery of Alabama, but was the individual request of the person inter- 
ested, which the Grand Master could properly have declined to answer. 

We hold, therefore, that the question is not properly before the Grand 
Encampment, and we ask to be discharged from its consideration. 



Sir Knight Fellows, of Louisiana, offered the following report on 

behalf of the Committee on Jurisprudence, which was received, and 

the recommendation adopted : 
11 



JAMES H. HOPKINS, 

For the Committee, 
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The Committee on Templar Jurisprudence to whom was referred the fol- 
lowing resolution, in the form of an order, offered by Sir Knight Locke, of 
Maine: 

Resolved, That the Orders of the Knight of the Red Cross, Knight Tem- 
plar and Knight of Malta shall be conferred upon all candidates before they 
shall be permitted to sign the By-Laws or become members of the Com- 
mandery.'* 

As by the Constitution, section 65, Article IV, as adopted in 1856, and 
which has not been changed since that time, Knights Templar and Knight 
of Malta was considered as one Order and has so been considered under 
the name of Knights Templar, and as the former meagre Ritual has been 
superseded by a more elaborate one since 1883, such elaboration of that 
part of the Ritual pertaining to that part of the Order called Malta, does 
not change or effect the designation or the fact that a Knight Templar 
includes the ceremony of Knight of Malta. 

It has been represented to the Committee that in several instances the 
candidate is passed and proclaimed a Knight Templar without having 
received the ceremony of the Malta ; this your Committee deems improper, 
and therefore recommend the adoption of the resolution or order, as pro- 
posed. 



Sir Knight Frizzell, on behalf of the Committee on Jurisprudence, 
offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved^ That the Committee on Templar Jurisprudence be required to 
meet on Friday before the meeting of the Triennial Conclave, to consider 
such matters as may come before them. 



Paragraph No. 7 of the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, 
laid over on the afternoon session of second day, was called up. 
The report of the Committee was rejected, and the resolution offered 
by Sir Knight McGown,and also his proposition to amend the Edict 
of 1862, were adopted as follows: 



JAMES H. HOPKINS, 
JOHN C. SMITH, 



J. W. FELLOWS, 



LOGAN H. ROOTS. 
J. Q. A. FELLOWS, 
JOHN FRIZZELL. 



RESOLUTION. 
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Amend the Edict of 1862, in regard to insignia of rank of officers, so that 
it shall read : 

SHOULDER-STRAPS. 

"For the Officers and Past Grand Officers of a Grand Commandery, 
except Past Grand Commanders: Bright red silk velvet, two inches wide 
by four inches long, bordered with one row of embroidery of gold a quarter 
of an inch wide ; the Templar's Cross of gold, with the initials of the office, 
respectively, to be embroidered \_old English characters'] in silver on the 
lower end of the strap. 

For Past Grand Commanders : The same as above, except that the color 
of the shoulder-strap shall be royal purple, and the lettering omitted. 

For the Commander of a Subordinate Commandery : emerald green silk 
velvet, one and a half inches wide, by four inches long, bordered with one 
row of embroidery of gold, a quarter of an inch wide ; the Passion Cross, 
with a halo, embroidered of silver, in the centre. 

For Past Commanders, the same as for Commanders, except that the 
color of the strap shall be bright red. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

Sir Knight Melish, of Ohio, chairman of Committee on .Unfinished 
Business, made the following report, which was received, and the sub- 
jects taken up and considered seriatim : 

To the M. Grand Master, Officers and 

Sir /^nights of the Grand Encampment: 

Your Committee on Unfinished Business would respectfully report that 
they have examined the proceedings of the Conclave of 1889, and find that 
the unfinished business laid over to this Conclave is as follows : 

First, An amendment to section 6 of the Constitution by striking out all 
after the word " triennially,'' and insert the words " in the city of Washing- 
ton on the second Tuesday in October, and the Grand Master may call 
re-unions of Knights Templar at such times and places as he may deem best 
for the interest of the Order." (See Proceedings 1889, page 183.) 

Second, The resolution reading as follows : 
Resolved, That the V. E. Grand Recorder be directed to insert in the 
summons for the Twenty-fifth Triennial Conclave, notice of the intention to 
take action upon the forms of trial of Knights Templars as reported by the 
Committee appointed by the Grand Encampment of 1877 at said Conclave, 
and that in the meantime they be recommended for use in conducting such 
trials." (See Proceedings 1889, page 210.) 
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Third. " Your Committee on Jurisprudence respectfully report that they 
heartily endorse and recommend the adoption of the following resolution 
of Sir E. T. Carson, regarding the wearing insignia other than that pertain- 
ing to regularly recognized Masonic *or Templar Bodies, and recommend 
that the Most Eminent Grand Master be requested to promulgate a general 
order to that effect : 

*' Resolved^ That it is hereby enacted by this Grand Encampment, that 
hereafter it shall be unlawful for any Knight Templar within the jurisdiction 
of and who is subordinate to this Grand Encampment to wear any insignia, 
badge or uniform belonging to any other than a regularly recognized 
Masonic or Templar Body at the same time as wearing the Templar uni- 
form and insignia, and while attending the Conclaves or Assemblies of any 
body of Templars, or on public occasions when they appear in uniform." 

Fourth, See page 214, Proceedings 1889. 

Your Committee present these matters without comment, deeming it 
their duty only to announce them as unfinished business ready for the con- 
sideration of the Grand Encampment.' 



On the first proposition Sir Knight Hopkins offered to amend by 
inserting after the word " Washington the words "after the year 



The whole question was indefinitely postponed. 
The second proposition has been disposed of. 
The third proposition was approved, and the resolution adopted. 
The fourth proposition is under the consideration of the Com- 
mittee on Jurisprudence. 
The report as a whole was then adopted. 



In the absence of all the Committee (except Sir Knight Rugg) on 
Religious Services, appointed in 1889, the M. E. Grand Master 
appointed the following members ; 



W. B. MELISH. 
R. W. DARBY, 
E. C. GULP. 
J. W. STANTON, 
J. J. HAYES, 
GEO. B. VAN SAUN, 
CHAS. E. ROSENBAUM, 



Committee, 



1895. 



COMMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS SERVICES. 
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Sir Knights Leighton Coleman, of Delaware ; H. W. Rugg, of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island ; Charles C. Baer, of Pennsylvania ; 
George W. Walgrove, of New York; Henry M. Aiken, of Ten- 
nessee. 



Sir Knight Frizzell, of Tennessee, on behalf of a majority of the 
Committee on Jurisprudence, offerred the following report : 

The Committee on Templar Jurisprudence has had referred to it the 
appeal of Sir Alfred G. Hastings against the Grand Commandery of 
Nebraska, and has duly considered the same. 

At the annual Conclave of said Grand Commandery. 1889, the following 
preamble and resolution were adopted : 

*' Whereas the following named organizations are universally acknowl- 
edged to be regularly and duly constituted Masonic Bodies— namely : 

The Grand Lodges of the several States and Territories of the United 
States, and the Lodges under their jurisdiction; the General Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of the United States ; the Grand Royal Arch Chapters of the 
several States and Territories of the United States, and the Royal Arch 
Chapters under their jurisdiction ; the General Grand Coun.cil of Royal and 
Select Masters of the United States ; the Grand Councils of Royal and 
Select Masters of the seyeral States and Territories, and the Councils under 
their jurisdiction ; the Grand Encampment of the United States ; the Grand 
Commanderies of the several States and Territories of the United States, 
and the Commanderies under their jurisdiction; the Supreme Councils of 
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for the Northern and the Southern 
Jurisdictions of the United States, of which Henry L. Palmer and Albert 
Pike are M. P. Sovereign Grand Commanders, respectively, and the various 
bodies under their jurisdiction ; therefore, 

" Resolved^ That the above Masonic bodies are hereby recognized by this 
Grand Commandery as regular and legitimate bodies of Masons." 

Thereupon, Sir Alfred G. Hastings, Past Commander of Mt. Moriah Com- 
mandery, No. 4i and a member of said Grand Commandery, appealed to 
the Grand Encampment. 

We are of opinion that Grand Lodges have full power to determine, each 
for itself, the legitimacy of any bodies claiming to be Masonic, and to 
determine the status of those who may belong to such organizations; and 
we are further of opinion that whenever Grand Lodges shall act in this 
regard, the Commanderies in each Grand Lodge Jurisdiction are bound, 
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and must be governed by such Grand Lodge action, and abide thereby 
without any legislation on the part of Commandery or Grand Commandery. 
Any legislation by Grand Commanderies on such matters after action by 
Grand Lodges is unnecessary ; and, therefore, there existed no necessity for 
the adoption of said resolution by the Grand Commandery of Nebraska, 
and the same was superfluous, the Grand Lodge having acted in the matter. 

Under the circumstances we ask to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of this matter. 

Courteously submitted, 

j: Q. A. FELLOWS, 
JOHN FRIZZELL. 
JOHN C. SMITH, 
J. W. FELLOWS, 
LOGAN H. ROOTS. 

SUBSTITUTE FOR REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE. 

Sir Knight Hopkins, of Pennsylvania, read the following paper as 
a substitute for the report of a majority of the Committee on Juris- 
prudence : 

To the Grand Encampment of Knights 

Templar of the United States : 
Upon the numerous questions hitherto decided by the Committee on 
Jurisprudence, we have been in entire accord. It is therefore a matter of 
special regret that we cannot agree upon a question, perhaps the most 
important of all we have considered. An earnest endeavor has been made 
to find a common standing ground ; and although I am not alone in the 
conclusions I have reached, all the other members of the Committee have 
deemed it more prudent to evade the issue ; while it seems to me that duty 
and the future peace and prosperity of the Order demand prompt and 
decided action. 

What are the relations of the Grand Encampment to Other Masonic or so- 
called Masonic bodies, not under its jurisdiction ; and ho^v far, if at all, it 
may pass judgment upon the legitimacy of such other bodies, and be 
affected by the action of any of them towards any of the others, are ques- 
tions of very serious import. 

These questions are brought directly before us by an appeal from the 
action of the Grand Commandery of Nebraska ; and incidentally by an 
examination of the proceedings of that Grand Commandery, and of other 
Grand Commanderies. 



Digitized by 



1892] 



Grand Encampment. 



167 



In the Grand Commandery referred to, the following preamble and reso- 
tion were adopted at the Conclave of 1889, viz.: 

'* Whereas the following-named organizations are universally acknow- 
ledged to be regular and duly constituted Masonic bodies, namely : 

" The Grand Lodges of the several States and Territories of the United 
States and the Lodges under their jurisdiction. The Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the United States, the Grand Royal Arch Chapters of the 
several States and Territories of the United States, and the Royal Arch 
Chapters under their jurisdiction ; the General Grand Council of Royal 
and Select Masters of the several States and Territories of the United 
States, and the Councils under their jurisdiction ; the Grand Encampment 
of the United States ; the Grand Commanderies of the several States and 
Territories of the United States, and the Commanderies under their juris- 
diction ; the Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 
for the Northern and Southern Jurisdictions of the United States, of which 
Henry L. Palmer and Albert Pike are M. P. Sovereign Grand Commanders, 
respectively, and the various bodies under their jurisdiction ; therefore, 

*• Resolved, That the above Masonic bodies are hereby recognized by 
this Grand Commandery as regular and legitimate bodies of Masons." 

From this action Sir Knight Alfred G. Hastings, Past Eminent Com- 
mander of Mt. Moriah Commandery, No. 4, took an appeal to the Grand 
Encampment, upon the ground " that this Grand Commandery has no right 
to receive and act upon any resolution purporting to endorse any body of 
Masons claiming to confer any degrees in Masonry over which this Grand 
Commandery has no control, and which are not recognized by the Grand 
Encampment of the United States from which we receive our Constitutional 
authority." 

At the annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery of Nebraska, held in 
1890, the year after the action just cited, the following preamble and resolu- 
tions were adopted: (Page 1 137.) 

** Whereas, There is a conflict of jurisdiction in this State between the 
Scottish Rite Masons of the Southern Jurisdiction and certain so-called 
* Cerneau ' Scottish Rite Masons ; and 

** Whereas, The Scottish Rite Masons of the Southern Jurisdiction have 
had uninterrupted control of this State for the period of twenty-one years 
prior to August, 1888, are therefore, by right of priority, clearly entitled to 
this territory ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Grand Commandery recognizes the Scottish Rite 
Masons of the Southern Jurisdiction as lawfully in possession, and all 
other so-called Scottish Rite organizations claiming jurisdiction as clandes- 
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tine, and earnestly advise and urge our members to refuse the degrees 
offered by the so-called Cerneau bodies, and of our members now m those 
bodies, as earnestly request them to withdraw, in the interest of harmony 
and justice." 

It thus be seen that while the resolutions of 1889 declare that a certain 
Supreme Council of the A. & A. Rite is " universally acknowledged to be 
regular and duly constituted,'* the resolutions of 1890 admit that there is 
"a conflict of jurisdiction " in Nebraska between the Supreme Council 
referred to, and another *' called Cerneau." In addition to this it is a well 
known fact that the same conflict exists in several other States. In some 
of the States this conflict is quite formidable and bitter. 

In this condition of affairs shall the Grand Encampment throw itself into 
the breach, and be inevitably injured by the contending forces ? Or shall it 
stand aloof, declaring that it has no part in the controversy ? If it is our 
right and duty to consider and decide upon the legitimacy of any body of 
the Scottish Rite, we should do so fearlessly and emphatically, regard- 
less of the consequences If it is not our right or duty so to decide, we 
should not be persuaded to act, no matter what our individual opinions 
may be ; nor should we be influenced in the slightest degree by our mem- 
bership in such other body. Whatever duties we may owe to the Scottish 
Rite are aside and apart from our obligations to the Grand Encampment. 
Here, our allegiance to the Grand Encampment is paramount, and that is 
the touchstone of our consideration of the question before us. 

The entire system of Masonry, as recognized by the Constitution and 
Statutes of the Grand Encampment consists of the Blue Lodge and Chapter 
Degrees, and the Orders conferred in Commandery. Before one can be ad- 
mitted to the Asylum he must have passed through both Lodge and Chapter; 
and after he has been admitted to the Asylum, if he should come under dis- 
cipline in Lodge or Chapter, the effects of such discipline follow him into 
the Commandery. This is not true of the Royal and Select Masters, ot the 
Scottish Rite, nor of any other Masonic, nor of any so-called Masonic Body. 
It seems clear, therefore, that the Blue Lodge and Chapter Degrees are 
the only ones outside of the Orders of Knighthood of which the Grand 
Encampment takes cogizance. 

Efforts have frequently been made to enlarge the prerequisites for admis- 
sion to the Orders of Knighthood, but they have always failed. Some 
States have attempted to impose additional conditions on candidates, but 
the Grand Encampment has always interposed, and required such pro- 
visions to be repealed. The law on this subject has remained unaltered by 
revision or amendment for seventy-six years, and may, therefore, be con- 
sidered as the well-settled policy of the Grand Encampment. 
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The statutes of the Grand Encampment provide that *'No Commandery 
or Grand Commandery has the right to, add to or take from the qualifica- 
tions of candidates prescribed in the Constitution and Code of the Grand 
Encampment." While it is true that the Grand Commandery of Nebraska 
has not attempted to violate or evade this statute — having merely ** advised 
and urged " those under its jurisdiction to relrain from connection with the 

so-called Cerneau Bodies" — we think, if the action in pronouncing such 
bodies "clandestine" was authorized, it logically carried with it the duty 
to prohibit such connection. Some Grand Commanderies have gone to 
that extent ; and their action is worthy of a special report. For the present 
let us confine ourselves to an examination of the right of a Templar Body 
to sit in judgment upon the legitimacy of any authority claiming control 
over the Scottish Rite or the Cryptic Degrees. 

We have seen that this Rite has been unknown to the Constitution and 
statutes of the Grand Encampment ever since its formation. Where, then, 
do we derive authority to investigate it ? We have a right to see that the 
fountain head of our Order is pure, and that the stream is clear and 
untainted in its entire course until it reaches us. But we are not required 
to follow the surplus water which we have not absorbed, and which runs off 
into fields unknown to us. As we have said, the only Masonic bodies recog- 
nized by the Constitution (and, we may add, by the Ritual) of the Grand 
Encampment are the Blue Lodge, the Chapter and the Commandery. 
Some of us may have personal knowledge of the existence of other bodies — 
whether Masonic bodies or bodies of Masons (a wide distinction, but not 
necessary to be considered now)— but the Grand Encampment, as such, has 
no official knowledge of such bodies ; and it is nowhere made its duty to 
be informed upon the subject. 

The practical difficulty of reaching an intelligent conclusion in the Grand 
Encampment as to the legitimacy of any Scottish Rite Body, in itself, 
should prevent the question from being forced upon us. Here are many 
who do not belong to the Scottish Rite, who know nothing about it, who 
cannot have access to its secret archives, how can they form any honest 
judgment upon the question of legitimacy, or even form a conclusion as to 
whether either Body is Masonic in any true sense ? It is well known, even 
to the profane world, that a very angry controversy has been going on for 
some years in several States upon this question ; the rival claimants for 
jurisdiction over the Rite, each stoutly asseverating its legal existence and 
authority. How then can those without any knowledge upon the subject 
decide a matter upon which those having full information differ so widely ? 
And what sufficient reason can those of us who are connected with the 
Scottish Rite find for asking intervention by the Grand Encampment ? We 
certainly, as Knights Templar, would not expect or ask the Supreme 
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Council of Scottish Rite Masons to condemn as spurious and clandestine 
any Commandery which might be. started without authority. Nor would 
we permit such Supreme Council to judge of the legality of any Com- 
mandery recognized by the Grand Encampment. The two Grand bodies 
are entirely separate and distinct. There is no conflict between them, 
because the jurisdiction of the one does not interfere with that of the other. 
A man may be a member of both, and be duly loyal to both. But as a 
member of one he has no right to involve the other in a controversy foreign 
to its own interests and duties. 

The argument used to justify action by the Grand Encampment in refer- 
ence to Masonic bodies not under its jurisdiction, briefly stated, is: The 
Grand Lodge is the supreme authority in Masonry, and has the right to 
declare what Masonry is ; and when the Grand Lodge, by virtue of this 
supreme authority, pronounces any organization or association claiming to 
be Masonic, as clandestine, such decision is binding upon the entire Craft 
in all their relations, not only to the Grand Lodge, but to the different 
associations to which any of them may belong, and which may have been 
branded as spurious by the Grand Lodge. 

Conceding, for the moment, that this proposition is correct, does it not 
follow that a Grand Lodge may declare the Order of Knights Templar la 
be unmasonic, and require all members to withdraw therefrom ? Are we 
willing to concede any such authority to a Grand Lodge ? It is no answer 
to say that there is no probability of any such action ever being taken by 
any Grand Lodge. We are considering a principle ; and must decide 
whether or not we recognize the Grand Lodge of a State as the arbiter of 
the existence of our Order within that State. The possibility— we do not 
say probability— of such action may be learned by an examination of what 
has been done. 

In 1818, the Grand Lodge of Scotland resolved, " that from and after 
December 27, 1818, no person holding an official station in any Masonic 
body which sanctions higher degrees than those of St. John's Masonry shall 
be entitled to sit, act or vote in the Grand Lodge of Scotland." And this 
still remains the law of that country, although its enforcement is consid- 
erably relaxed. 

But we cannot admit the authority of the Grand Lodge in the broad mean- 
ing and to the wide extent stated in the proposition above cited as the basis 
of action in reference to other Masonic Associations. 

In the early days of Templarism in the United States, some Commande- 
ries held warrants from a Grand Lodge. Where the Grand Lodges obtained 
authority to issue such warrants is beside the present inquiry. It is inter- 
esting and curious as a matter of history. But however such authority was 
derived, or whether it existed at all, it is quite certain that when our 
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Templar organization became complete, and symmetrical, the Grand Lodges 
withdrew any claim they may have had of jurisdiction over the Orders of 
Knighthood. The assertion of such jurisdiction now based upon the grant- 
ing of those early warrants, would carry no more weight than would a 
claim of the Cerneau Scottish Rite Body to jurisdiction over the Grand 
Coramandery of New York, merely because that Grand Commandery was 
created by the "Sovereign Grand Consistory'* of which Joseph Cerneau 
was the founder. We freely and fully recognize the absolute and exclusive 
control by the Grand Lodge over Ancient Masonry, which is clearly 
defined and well understood. And we recognize the right and duty of the 
Grand Lodge to pronounce its anathema upon any and all organizations, 
of whatever name, which exercise, or claim the fight to exercise, jurisdic- 
tion over Ancient Masonry, or over any of its degrees, or any matter or 
thing pertaining thereto, without her sanction. 

This limitation upon the prerogatives of the Grand Lodge was very 
clearly and emphatically set forth in an able report by four eminent Masons 
to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in 1818 ; which report was reviewed 
and concurred in 1888, by a committee composed of such distinguished 
Masons as Richard Vaux, Robert A. Lamberton, Samuel C. Perkins, Samuel 
B. Dick, and Conrad B. Day, all of them Past Grand Masters, and three of 
them lawyers of acknowledged ability. The report referred to says : 

"Overall Lodges held under its authority in the degrees recognized by 
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania it exercises exclusive jurisdiction. With 
the Bodies exercising other degrees of Masonry, by whatever name they 
are called, it does not interfere, leaving those BcTdies to govern themselves 
and manage their concerns in their own way ; nor does it prevent any 
Mason under its jurisdiction from attaching himself to any of those Bodies, 
regularly constituted according to the rules of such Bodies, and taking as 
many of those degrees as he pleases. But the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl- 
vania denies the right of any of these Bodies to interfere with any of the 
degrees of Ancient Masonry before mentioned, or to grant Warrants or 
Constitutions for holding Lodges in any of the said degrees of Ancient 
Masonry. 

'* Whether the Body lately established at the Havanas, called the Grand 
Consistory, has been established according to the rules and regulations of 
that Order is a matter in which themselves and other Bodies practicing 
those degrees are concerned. The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, as such, 
has nothing to do with it. 

" If the said Consistory has authorized the holding of Lodges in any of the 
four degrees of Ancient Masonry first mentioned, they have done wrong, 
and such authority is void, and all persons made under it are illegal and 
spurious." 



Digitized by 



172 



Proceedings of the 



\_Denverj 



The Committee of 1888 add to the foregoing exposition of the law the 
following equally dignified and dispassioned affirmance of what had been 
said seventy years before : 

" This Grand Lodge can have nothing to do with any controversy or dif- 
ferences between any Bodies, whatever, as to the rights of jurisdiction 
within their own proper spheres, so long as no jurisdiction over the right to 
confer the degrees of Ancient Masonry, as repeatedly and clearly defined by 
this Right Worshipful Grand Lodge, is either claimed or exercised by such 
Bodies.'' 

If this be a correct statement of the law — and we think it cannot be con- 
troverted — it follows that the judgment of a Grand Lodge upon the legiti- 
macy of a Scottish Rite Association would be extra-judicial, and not binding 
upon anyone with reference to his connection with such association. This, 
of course, is upon the assumption that such association does not exercise 
or claim jurisdiction over any of the degrees of Ancient Masonry. We 
know of no Scottish Rite Body which now makes any such claim. 

Some Grand Commanderies have undertaken to decide which Scottish 
Rite Bodies are legal and which spurious. In most cases their action has 
been based upon the prior action of the Grand Lodge of such State^ and 
was in recognition of the power of the Grand Lodge to take such action.. 
We think we have showed that the Grand Lodge had no such prerogative ; 
and if it had, that the Grand Commanderies and Grand Encampment 
should not follow in the adjudication of matters outside of their iurisdiction. 

But the action of the Grand Commandery of Nebraska was not grounded 
upon any edict of the Grgfnd Lodge. But it assumed original jurisdiction 
and pronounced its own judgment. We are not informed as to the basis 
of that judgment (nor is it important that we should be, inour own view of 
the case), except that it is declared that certain " organizations are univer- 
sally acknowledged to be regular and duly constituted Masonic Bodies." 
If a thing is ** universally recoR:nized " there can be no discussion about it. 
But inasmuch as there is a very lively discussion upon the subject under 
consideration (of which fact that same Grand Commandery had full know- 
ledge, as appears from its proceedings) the very foundation of the judg- 
ment, in so far as it has been presented, is swept away. 

Recurring to the views hereinbefore expressed, that the GraCtid Encamp- 
ment is not called upon to decide upon the legitimacy of any body of 
Masons, or associations of those claiming to be Masons, over which this 
Grand Encampment has no control, or which are not recognized in our Con- 
stitution as the preparing schools for admission to our Asylums ; it follows, 
of course, that no Grand Commandery can adjudicate this question. It 
goes without argument that a Grand Commandery cannot have any greater 
power than the Grand Encampment possesses. 
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I am, therefore, constrained to believe that the appeal of Sir Knight 
Hastings from the action of the Grand Commandery of Nebraska should 
be sustained. In doing so I am not actuated by any desire to aid or 
encourage any of the claimants to jurisdiction over the Scottish Rite. Five 
of your Committee, including myself, are members of the organizations 
pronounced to be regular by the Grand Commandery of Nebraska and by 
all other Grand Commanderies which have expressed an opinion on the 
subject. I believe that such organizations are able to maintain themselves 
without invoking the intervention of the Grand Encampment. But 
whether they can or not, I hold that our duty to this Body requires us to 
abstain from such intervention. 

I recommend the adoption of the following : 

Resolved^ That the appeal of Sir Knight Hastings be sustained. 

Resolved, That neither a Grand Commandery nor the Grand Encamp- 
ment can take any cognizance of any organization other than those under 
its direct jurisdiction and those which are recognized in the Constitution of 
the Grand Encampment, unless such organization shall attempt or claim 
the right to interfere with the established authority of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, or impair its dignity. 



The substitute offered by Sir Knight Hopkins was rejected, and 
the report of the Committee was adopted. 



Sir Knight Burnham, of Rhode Island, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, presented the following report, which was 
received, and the recommendations were adopted: 

To the Grand Encampment of the United States: 

Your Committee on Finance beg leave to report that they have examined 
the books and accounts of the Grand Treasurer and Grand Recorder, and 
finding them correct have affixed thereto their certificates of audit. 

The amount of money received by the Grand Recorder and paid by him 
to the Grand Treasurer is 115,561.81, vouched by receipts. 

Abstract of Treasurer's account is as follows : 



Respectfully submitted. 



JAMES H. HOPKINS. 
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Cash resources as per last report $^7fi29 21 

Cash received from Grand Recorder since September 2, 1889. . 15,561 86 
Cash interest 2,104 85 



35»495 92 

Orders paid 10,169 95 



Balance $^$,^^5 97 



This sum, with exception of about f 2,000, is deposited in various sound 
interest-paying saving banks, and the deposit books have been verified by 
the Committee. 

ESTIMATES. 

The Committee have estimated the probable income of Grand Encamp- 
ment for the ensuing term of three years to be f 16,552, from the following 



sources: 

Per capita tax |i 2,700 00 

Interest 2,000 00 

Dues of Subordinates 1,552 00 

Sales of printed proceedings 300 00 



Ji6,552 00* 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Expenses of Grand Officers in attendance at this Conclave : 

1. J. P. S. Gobin, Grand Master I225 00 

2. Hugh McCurdy, Deputy Grand Master 175 00 

3. W. L. Thomas, Grand Generalissimo 175 00 

4. Reuben H. Lloyd, Grand Captain-General. . . 150 00 

5. Henry B. Stoddard, Grand Senior Warden.. . 125 00 
5J. Leighton Coleman, Grand Prelate 125 00 

6. H. Wales Lines, Grand Treasurer 175 00 

7. Wm. B. Isaacs, Grand Recorder 175 00 

8 Geo. M. Moulton, Grand Standard Bearer 100 00 

9. M. ^. Parker, Grand Sword Bearer 150 00 

10. H. M. Aiken, Grand Warder 125 00 

11. F. E. White, Grand Sentinel 25 00 

Ji,725 00 

12. Jas. H. Hopkins, Past Grand Master 150 00 

13. J. Q. A. Fellows, Past Grand Master v4 125 00 

275 00 
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Expenses of Ritual Committee: 

14. Geo. C. Connor, Secretary, three years* ser- 

vices and clerical assistance 400 00 

Railroad and hotel expenses 149 00 

Stationery, printing and postage 201 91 

15. J. A. Locke, Maine 325 00 

16. C. H. Fiske, Kentucky 200 00 

17. W. O. Gould, California 210 00 

18. G. W. McGown, New York 190 00 

19. J. C. Smith, Illinois 170 00 

20. B. F. Atkinson, Arkansas 13000 

21. H. M. Orahood, Colorado 30 00 

22. D. T. Bacon, Indiana 140 00 

23. J. H. Brown, Kansas 90 00 

24. W. I. Babb, Iowa 140 00 

25.. Eric Brand, Louisiana 200 00 

26. J. A. Gerow, Michigan 160 00 

27. J. R. Parson, Missouri 120 00 

28. C. C. Danforth, New Hampshire 180 00 

29. Henry Woodward, Connecticut 190 00 

30. Lee S. Smith, Pennsylvania 170 00 

31. L. N. Knepfly, Texas 200 00 

32. O. S. Long, West Virginia 170 00 

33. Geo. H. Benzenburg, Wisconsin 150 00 

34. F. E. White, Nebraska 90 06 

36. W. P. Innes, Michigan 70 00 

14,075 91 

Estimated expenses Grand Encampment : 

37. Clerical Aid Session 150 00 

38. H. Wales Lines, postage, &c 19 75 

39. Salary of Grand Recorder for the term of 

three years 2000 00 

40. Printing and distributing Proceedings 130000 

41. Contingent Fund of Grand Recorder 800 00 

42. Contingent Fund of Grand Master 500 00 

43. Sessional expenses, 1892 300 00 

44. Office rent 300 00 

45. Testimonial, Grand Master Gobin 250 00 

46. Insurance 30 00 

5,649 75 

Total appropriation $11,725 66 
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The Committee recommend that the M. E. Grand Master be authorized 
to draw his warrant for the payment of the bill for printing and distribu- 
ting the address of Grand Master Gobin, also for the payment of such 
further sum as he has been obliged to expend in excess of the amount 
appropriated for the Grand Master's Contingent Fund. 

The Committee recommend that two thousand copies. of the proceedings 
of this Conclave be printed, and that they be distributed to members in the 
usual manner, and the price to be charged for those copies to be sold, to be 
fixed by the Grand Recorder. 

The Committee recommend that jewels be procured for the Grand Treas- 
urer and Grand Recorder, and that a sum not exceeding |20o is hereby 
appropriated for that purpose. The Grand Treasurer is hereby authorized 
to carry this resolution into effect, and the Grand Recorder to draw his 
order for the payment of such portion of said sum as may be needed 
therefor. 

The Committee recommend- that the Grand Treasurer be required to give 
to Hugh McCurdy, Grand Master of the Grand Encampment K T. of the 
United States and his successors in said office a bond, in such penal sum as 
shall be determined by the first four officers of Grand Encampment. 

The Committee recommend the passage of the following resolution : 

/Resolved, That the sums named for the various expenses of Grand 
Encampment are hereby appropriated for the purposes specified in the fore- 
going estimates, and that the M. E. Grand Master is hereby requested to 
draw his order on the Grand Treasurer for the payment of the above items 
as they respectively fall due. 

The Committee also recommend the passage of the following : 

Resolved^ That hereafter, and until otherwise ordered by Grand Encamp- 
ment, mileage at the rate of two and one-half cents per mile both ways be 
paid to officers of Grand Encampment attending its Conclaves, and that on 
the second day of each session such officers shall furnish to the Standing 
Committee on Finance the distances traveled by most direct route. 



Respectfully submitted, 



GEORGE H. BURNHAM, 
ELI C. BIRDSEY, 
E. E. DOWNHAM, 
THOMAS O. MORRIS, 
SAM.* P. HAMILTON, 



Finance Committee* 



Denver, August 13, 1892. 
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RESOLUTION. 

Sir Knight Morris, of Tennessee, submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted, to- wit: 

Resolved^ That a Finance Committee, consisting of five (5) members, be 
appointed at this Conclave of the Grand Encampment, who shall meet on 
Friday prior to the meeting of the Grand Encampment in 1895, and the 
Grand Recorder and Treasurer shall furnish said Committee with their 
accounts and vouchers for audit. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 

The M. £. Grand Master appointed the following Committee on 
Finance for 1895 : 

Sir Knight Geo. N. Benzenberg, Wisconsin. 

Sir Knight John A. Gerow, Michigan. 

Sir Knight E. E. Downham, Virginia. 

Sir Knight Geo. W. Kendrick, Pennsylvania. 

Sir Knight John Martin, Texas. 

report of committee on CHRISTMAS TOAST. 

Sir Knight Benzenberg, of Wisconsin, on behalf of the Committee 
on Christmas Toasts, appointed in 1889, made the following report, 
which was adopted: 

To the Grand Encampment of 

Knights Templar of the United States : 

A number of years ago Sir Stephen Berry, of Maine, inaugurated a very 
pleasing and commendable feature in Templarism by sending a few per- 
sonal friends a "sentiment" and ''response,** to be drank on Christmas 
day. The suggestion met with general acceptation and soon became a part 
of the Templar festivities of the day, wherever Commanderies observed 
it at all. 

It is to be wondered at that the only organization in which the ancient 
social customs of Masonry have been preserved, should not have made the 
feast of the Nativity its great leading festival, characterized as it is through- 
out all Christendom by its pre-eminent social features.^ 
12 
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We do not know of an occasion when with greater depth of feeling we 
could drink a " health to them that's awa'," than on the day when every 
Christian heart is mellowed with the** good tidings of great joy," which 
come to us from the manger at Bethlehem. 

Grand Master Roome, in his address at the last Triennial, referred to the 
subject, saying: ** Everything which tends to promote a feeling of fraternal 
union is to be encouraged and I know of no custom of late years which more 
effectually brings to our thoughts the sense of that complete accord which 
should ever unite us in the bonds of mutual affection.'* 

During the closing hour of the last Conclave the undersigned were 
appointed a committee on the subject, and have given it the consideration 
which its merits demand, and as the result of their deliberations beg leave 
to respectfully recommend that the voluntary observance of Christmas day 
by all Knights Templar be encouraged by the Grand Encampment and 
given its official sanction, but they do not think that any action which it 
may think best to take upon the subject, either at this or any future lime, 
should make compulsory that which can best be left to individual inclina- 
tion and judgment. 

Your Committee recommend the adoption of the following: 

Resolved^ That the Grand Encampment approves and gives its official 
sanction to the observance of Christmas day by Knights Templar, either in 
their individual capacity or as Commanderies, and that annually there be 
a Christmas toast and response prepared and transmitted to all Grand and 
Constituent Commanderies owing allegiance to the Grand Encampment. 

While life and strength remain to him the management of the matter 
could not be in better hands than those of the beloved Prater to whom the 
credit is due of originating the beautiful idea, and we, therefore, further 
recommend that he be charged with the duty of preparing the " sentiment" 
annually during the pleasure of the Grand Encampment, and that the 
expense thereof be paid on the order of the Grand Master. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS SERVICES. 

Sir Knight Rugg, of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, on behalf 
of the Committee on Religious Services, appointed in 1889, made 
the following report, which was adopted: 



Courteously submitted, 



FREDERICK SPEED, 
G. H. BENZENBURG, 
For the Committee. 
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To the Grand Encampment: 

Your Committee on Religious Services, to whom was referred so much 
of Grand Master Roome's address (1889) as relates to the selecting of some 
day in the Christian >ear for the assembling of our Sir Knights for the pur- 
poses of public worship, would herewith signify their hearty approval of 
the recommendation thus made. Your Committee doubt, however, 
whether it is expedient to fix upon one and the same day for the desired 
object. They recommend the passage of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the Grand Encampment of the United States of America 
approves of the suggestion made in the address of Past Grand Master 
Roome, as to the selection of a day to be observed annually by Knights 
Templar for their attendance as such upon public religious worship. (See 
Proceedings of 1889, PP- 26-29.) 

Resolved, That the several Grand Commanderies and their Subordinate 
Commanderies and the Commanderies Subordinate to this Grand Body be 
and are hereby requested to select and appoint such a day for this annual 
religious service as may be deemed most convenient in their various locali- 
ties, preference being given to Ascension Day, where the conditions will 
allow. 



M. E. John P. S. Gobin, retiring Grand Master, proceeded to 
the installation of — 

M. E. Hugh McCurdy, as Grand Master. 

R. E. Warren La Rue Thomas, as Deputy Grand Master. 

V. E. Reuben H. Lloyd, as Grand Generalissimo. ^ 

V. E. H. B. Stoddard, as Grand Captain -General. 

V. E. Geo. M. Moulton, as Grand Senior Warden. 

V. E. H. W. RuGG, as Grand Junior Warden. 

The Grand Treasurer and Grand Recorder having been installed 
at the Conclave of 1886, no further installation was necessary. 



The M. E. Grand Master McCurdy announced the following 
appointments : 



HENRY W. RUGG, 
For the Committee, 



INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS. 



appointment of OFFICERS. 
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Sir Knght Rev. Joseph M. McGrath, of Illinois, Grand Prelate. 
Sir Knight W. B. Melish, of Ohio, Grand Standard Bearer. 
Sir Knight Geo. C. Connor, of Tenn., Grand Sword Bearer. 
Sir Knight Horace M. Orahood, of Colorado, Grand Warder. 
Sir Knight John A. Sloan, of Missouri, Grand Captain of Guard. 



The M. E. Grand Master McCurdy installed the foregoing officers 
into their respective offices. 



The M. E. Grand Master announced the following Committee on 
Jurisprudence : 

Sir Knight J. H. Hof>KiNS, of Pennsylvania. 

Sir Knight J. Q. A. Fellows, of Louisiana. 

Sir Knight Jos. W. Fellows, of New Hampshire. 

Sir Knight John C. Smith, of Illinois. 

Sir Knight Ferd. J. S. Gorgas, of Marylan^. 

Sir Knight John Frizzell, of Tennessee. 

Sir Knight Logan H. Roots, of Arkansas. 



Sir Knight Rugg, chairman of Committee on Grievances, made 
the following report, which was adopted : 

To the Grand Encampment Knights Templar 



Your Committee on Grievances and Appeals would report, with much 
satisfaction, that no matters requiring attention have been presented to 
them. 

They submit this statement as showing a gratifying condition of " peace 
and good will " throughout the jurisdiction of this Grand Body. 



INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS. 



COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GRIEVANCES. 



of the United States of America : 



HENRY W. RUGG. 
For the Committee. 
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RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS. 

M: E. John P. S. Gobin offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 

Resolvedy That the thanks of the Grand Encampment be tendered to the 
Grand Commandery of Colorado, the Subordinate Commanderies, the 
various Committees and individual Templars and citizens, for their recep- 
tion and efforts made to make this Triennial Conclave so perfect a success. 

Sir Knight Fisk, of Kentucky, offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Grand Encampment are due and they 
are hereby tendered to the retiring Most Eminent Grand Master, John P. S. 
Gobin, for the very able manner in which he has discharged the duties of 
his office, and for the efficient, expeditious and impartial manner in which 
he has presided over the deliberations of this Grand Body. His actions 
have reflected credit upon himself and honor upon Templarism throughout 
the entire Grand Jurisdiction. 

TESTIMONIAL TO PAST GRAND MASTER GOBIN. 

Sir Knight Hopkins offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to present to P. G. M. 
Gobin a suitable testimonial in recognition of his able and efficient services 
as Grand Master for the past three years. 

The M. E. Grand Master appointed the following Committee on 
Testimonials to M. E. John P. S. Gobin : 

Commiiiee — Sir Knights J. H. Hopkins, Pennsylvania ; Samuel 
P. Hamilton, Georgia ; Charles Bechtel, New Jersey. 

APPROPRIATION. 

Sir Knight Allen, of Pennsylvania, offered the folowing resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That an .additional appropriation of $250 each be made to Sir 
Joseph A. Locke and Geo. C. Connor for services rendered in the prepara- 
tion of the new Ritual. 
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ADJOURNED. 



The M. E. Grand Master, Sir Knight Hugh McCurdy, declared 
the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar adjourned, to assemble 
in its Twenty-sixth Triennial Conclave in the city of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, at 12 o'clock Meridian, on the last Tuesday C27th) of 
August, 1895, A. O. 777. 

HUGH McCURDY, 

Grand Master, 




Attest ; 



WILLIAM B. ISAACS, 

Grand Recorder, 



Digitized by 



Digitized by 



Google 



FOR THE KNIGHTLY DEAD 



See Grand Master's Address, pp. 63-68. 



** Death comes to all. 
His cold and sapless hand 
Waves o'er the world, and beckons us away. 
Who shall resist the summons?'' 
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PRESENT AND 
PAST GRAND OFFICERS, 

AND 

LIST OF MEMBERS, 

AUQUST Gtti. 1802. 
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GRAND MASTERS. 



CONCIJkVE. YBAR. 


NAME. 


STATE, ETC. 


REMARKS. * 


I. 


I8I6. 


DeWitt Clinton, 


New York, N. Y., 


Died in office, Feb'y 










II, 1828. 


IV. 


1829. 


Rev. Jonathan Nye, , 


Claremont, N. H., 


Died April i, 1843, 










in Iowa. 


VI. 


1835. 


James Madison Allen,' 


Cayuga. N. Y., 


Died . 


IX. 


1844. 


Archibald Bull. 


Troy, N. Y., 


*' Dec. 22, 1865. 


X. 


1847. 


Wm. Blackstone Hubbard, 


Columbus, Ohio, 


Jan. 5, 1866. 


XIV. 


1859. 


Benj. Brown French, 


Washington, D. C, 


" Aug. 12, 1870. 


XVI. 


1865. 


Henry L. Palmer, 


Milwaukee, Wis. 




XVII. 


1868. 


Wm. Seawall Gardner, 


Newton, Mass., 


Died April 14, 1888. 


XVIII. 


I87I. 


John Q. A. Fellows, 


New Orleans, La. 




XIX. 


1874. 


James Herron Hopkins, 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 




XX. 


1877. 


Vincent Lumbard Hurlbut, 


Chicago, 111. 




XXI. 


1880. 


Benjamin Dean, 


Boston, Mass. 




XXII. 


1883. 


Robert Enoch Withers, 


Wytheville, Va. 




XXIII. 


1886. 


Charles Roome, 


New York., 


Died June 28, 1890. 


XXIV. 


1889. 


John P. S. Gobin, 


Lebanon, Pa. 




XXV. 


1892. 


Hugh McCurdy, 


Corunna. Mich. 
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DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

CONCLAVE. YEAR. NAME. STATE, ETC. REMARKS. 



I. 


1816. 


Thomas Smith Webb, 


Boston, Mass., 


Died July 6 


1819, in 










Ohio. 






II. 


I8I9. 


Henry Fowle, 




Died April 




1837 


' III. 


1826. 


Rev. Jonathan Nye, 

• 


Claremont, N. H., 


« (i 
in Iowa. 


I, 


1843, 


IV. 


1829. 


Ezra S. Cozier, 


Utica, N. Y., 


Died 




1833. 


V. 


1832. 


James M. Allen, 


Skeneatles, N. Y., 








VI. 


1835. 


Joseph K. Stapleton, 


Baltimore, Md., 


If 




1853. 


XI. 


1850. 


William H. Ellis. 


New Haven. Conn., 


*' April 


8. 


1856. 


XII. 


1833. 


William Tracy Gould, 


Augusta, Ga. 


" July 


18, 


1882. 


XIII. 


1856. 


Henry Champion Deming, 


Hartford, Conn., 


Oct. 


8, 


1872. 


XIV. 


1859. 


David Short Goodloe, 


Lexington, Ky. 








XVI. 


1865. 


William Seawall Gardner, 


Newton, Mass., 


April 


14, 


1888. 


XVII. 


1868. 


John Q. A. Fellows, 


New Orleans, La. 








XVIII. 


I87I. 


James Herron Hopkins, 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 








XIX. 


1874. 


Vincent Lumbard Hurlbut, 


Chicago. 111. 








XX. 


1877. 


Walter Lawrence Bragg, 


Montgomery, Ala. 


'* Aug. 


21 > 


1891. 


XXI. 


1880. 


Robert Enoch Withers, 


Alexandria, Va. 








XXII. 


1883. 


Charles Roome, 


New York City, N. Y 


, Died June 


28, 


1890. 


XXIII. 


1886. 


John P. S. Gobin, 


Lebanon, Pa. 








XXIV. 


1889. 


Hugh McCurdy. 


Corunna, Mich. 








XXV. 


1892. 


Warren La Rue Thomas, 


Marysville, Ky. 
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GRAND GENERALISSIMOS. 



CONCLAVE. YEAR. 


NAME. 


STATE, ETC. 


REMARKS. 




I8I6. 


Henry Fowle, 


Boston, Mass., 


Died April — , 1837. 


II. 


I8I9. 


John Snow, 


Worthington, Ohio, 


" May 16, 1852. 


III. 


1826. 


John J. Loririg, 


Boston, Mass., 


Oct. 6, 1856. 


IV. 


1829. 


Josiah Whittaker, 


Providence, R. I., 


May 8, 1871. 


V. 


1832. 


James Eyland, 


Charleston, S. C, 


" Sept. 22, 1838. 


VI. 


1835. 


James Herring, 


New York, N. V., 


" Oct. 8, 1867. 


VII. 


I84I. 


William J. Reese, 


Lancaster, Ohio. 




IX. 


1844. 


William H. Ellis, 


New Haven, Conn., 


" April 8, 1856. 


XI. 


1850. 


Charles Whitlock Moore, 


Boston, Mass., 


** Dec. 12, 1873. 


XIII. 


1856. 


David S. Goodloe, 


Lexington, Ky. 




XIV. 


1859. 


Winslow Lewis, 


Boston, Mass., 


" Aug. 3, 1875. 


XV. 


1862. 


Zenas C. Priest, 


Utica N. Y. 




XVI. 


1865. 


John Q. A. Fellows, 


New Orleans, La. 




XVII. 


1868. 


Kent Jarvis, 


Masillon, Ohio, 


" Jan. 15, 1877. 


XVIII. 


I87I. 


Vincent Lumbard Hurlbut, 


Chicago, 111. 




XIX. 


1874. 


Walter Lawrence Bragg, 


Montgomery, Ala. 




XX. 


1877. 


Benjamin Dean, 


Boston, Mass. 




XXI. 


1880. 


Charles Roome, 


New York, N. Y., 


" June 28, 1890. 


XXII. 


1883. 


John P. S. Gobin, 


Lebanon, Pa. 




XXIII. 


1886. 


Hugh McCurdy, 


Corunna, Mich. 




XXIV. 


1889. 


Warren La Rue Thomas, 


Marysville, Ky. 




XXV. 


1892. 


Reuben H. Lloyd, 


San Francisco, Cal. 
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GRAND CAPTAINS GENERAL. 



CONCLAVE 






STATB, ETC. 


REMARKS. 




I. 


I8I6. 


Ezra Ames, 


Albany, N. Y. 


Died , 




III. 


1826. 


William G. Hunt, 


Nashville, Tenn., 






IV. 


1829. 


James Eyland. 


Charleston, S. C, 


'* Sept. 22, 


1835. 


V. 


1832. 


Thomas Hubbard, 


Pom fret. Conn., 


" June 18, 


1838. 


VI. 


1835. 


Joel R. Poinsett, 


Charleston, S. C, 


" Dec. 12, 


1851* 


VII. 


1388. 


William J. Reese, 


Lancaster, Ohio, 






VIII. 


1841. 


William H. Ellis, 


New Haven, Conn., 


" April 8. 


1856. 


IX. 


1844. 


William B. Hubbard, 


Columbus, Ohio, 


" Jan. 5, 


1866. 


X. 


1847. 


Charles W. Moore, 


Boston, Mass., 


" Dec. 12, 


1873. 


XI. 


1850. 


William T. Gould, 


Augusta, Ga., 


" July 18, 


1882. 


XII. 


1853. 


Ezra S. Barnum, 


Utica, N. Y., 


'* Feb. 20, 


1878. 


XIII. 


1856. 


James Sorley, 


Galveston, Texas. 






XIV. 


1859. 


James V. Z. Blaney, 


Chicago, 111., 


" Dec. II, 


1874. 


XV. 


1862. 


Azariah T. C. Pierson, 


St. Paul, Minn., 


" Nov. 30, 


1889. 


XVI. 


1865. 


Kent Jarvis, 


Masillon. Ohio, 


" Jan. 15, 


1877. 


XVII. 


1868. 


George Washington Belt, 


Weston, Mo. 






XVIII. 


187 1. 


Benjamin Dean, 


Boston, Mass. 






XIX. 


1874. 


Edward Thomas Shultz, 


Baltimore, Md. 






XX. 


1877. 


La Fayette Lyttle, 


Toledo, Ohio. 






XXI. 


1880. 


John P. S. Gobin, 


Lebanon, Pa. 






XXII. 


1883. 


Hugh McCurdy, 


Corunna, Mich. 






XXIII. 


1886. 


Warren La Rue Thomas, 


Marysville, Ky. 






XXIV. 


1888. 


Reuben Hedly Lloyd, 


San Francisco, Cal. 






XXV. 


1892. 


Harry Bates Stoddard, 


Bryan, Texas. 
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GRAND SENIOR WARDENS. 



CONCLAVE. YEAR. 


NAME. 


STATE, ETC. 


REMARKS. 




I. 


I8I6. 


Martin Hoffman, 


Albany. N. Y.. 


Died , 




III. 


1826. 


Joseph W. White, 


Portsmouth, N. H., 






IV. 


1829. 


Thomas Hubbard, 


Pomfret, Conn., 


" June :8, 


1838. 


V. 


1832. 


Isaac W. Hubbard, 


Windsor, Vt., 


*• May 16, 


1871. 


VI. 


1835. 


William J. Reese, 


Lancaster, Ohio. 






VII. 


1838. 


William H. Ellis, 


New Haven, Conn., 


April 8, 


1856. 


VIII. 


I84I. 


Robert Smith, 


Portsmouth, N. H., 


Dec. — , 


1867. 


X. 


1847. 


EzraS. Barnum, 


Utica, N. Y.. 


** Feb. 20, 


1878. 


XII. 


1853. 


Morgan Nelson, 


Wheeling, W. Va., 


" Dec. 25, 


1858. 


XIII. 


1856. 


Henry C. Lawrence, 


Lafayette, Ind., 


" Dec. 22, 


1862. 


XIV. 


1859. 


Charles Marsh, 


Nevdda, Cal., 


•* April 28, 


1876. 


XV. 


1862. 


William, E. Sanford, 


New Haven, Conn. 






XVI. 


1865. 


George W. Belt, 


W>ston, Mo. 






XVII. 


1868. 


John Frizzell, 


Nashville, Tenn. 






XVIII. 


187 1. 


Irving Marvin Smith, 


East Saginaw, Mich., 


" April 3, 


1876. 


XIX. 


1874. 


Benton Hayes Langley, 


Winona, Minn. 






XX. 


1877. 


Robert Enoch Withers, 


Alexandria, Va. 






XXI. 


1880. 


Hugh McCurdy, 


Corunna, Mich. 






XXII. 


1883. 


Warren La Rue Thomas, 


Lexington, Ky. 






XXIII. 


1886. 


Reuben Hedly Lloyd, 


San Francisco, Cal. 






XXIV. 


1889. 


Henry Bates Stoddard, 


Bryan, Texas. 






XXV. 


1892. 


George M. Moulton, 


Chicago, 111. 
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GRAND JUNIOR WARDENS. 



CONCLAVE. YEAR. 


NAMB. 


STATE, ETC. 


REMARKS. 




I. 


I8I6. 


John Carlisle, 


Providence, R. I., 


Died , 




III. 


1826. 


John H. Cotton, 


Windsor, Vt., 


" May I, 


1850. 


IV. 


1829. 


Isaac W. Hubbard, 




*' " 16, 1871. 


V. 


1832. 


George W. Haller, 


Washington, D. C, 


» 




VI. 


1835. 


W. W. Billing, 








VII. 


1838. 


Robert Smith, 


Portsmouth, N. H., 


" Dec. — , 


1867. 


VIII. 


I84I. 


Paul Dean, 


Boston, Mass., 


" Oct. I, 


i860. 


IX. 


1844. 


Ezra S. Barnum, 


Utica, N. Y., 


" Feb. 20, 


1878. 


X. 


1847. 


William S. Chipley, 


Lexington, Ky. 






XI. 


1850. 


Morgan Nelson, 


Wheeling, W. Va., 


" Dec. 25, 


1858. 


XII. 


1853. 


Davids. Goodloe, 


Lexington, Ky. 






XIII. 


1856. 


Henry Buist, 


Charleston, S. C. 






XIV. 


1859- 


A. T. C. Pierson, 


St. Paul, Minn., 


" Nov.—, 


1889. 


XV. 


1862. 


Sol. D. Bayless, 


Ft. Wayne, Ind., 


*' May 30, 


1875. 


XVI. 


1865. 


Henry Collins Ranney, 


Chicago, III. . 






XVII. 


1868. 


William Coleman Munger, 


Franklin, Ky., 


" Feb. 5, 


1874. 


XVIII. 


I87I. 


William Samuel Patton, 


Meridian, Miss. 






XIX. 


1874. 


Charles Rankin Woodruff, 


Louisville, Ky. 






XX. 


1877. 


Benjamin Ball Richardson, 


Galveston, Tex., 


" Feb. II, 


1880. 


XXI. 


1880. 


Warren La Rue Thomas, 


Danville, Ky. 






XXII. 


1883. 


George Clement Perkins, 


San Francisco, Cal. 






XXIII. 


I8S6. 


Henry Bates Stoddard, 


Bryan, Tex. 






XXIV. 


1889. 


Nicholas Van Slyck, 


Providence, R, I., 


" Mar. 3, 


1893. 


XXV. 


1892. 


Henry W. Rugg, 


Providence, R. I. 
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GRAND TREASURERS. 

CONCLAVE. YEAR. NAME. STATK^ ETC. REMARKS. 

• I. 1816. Peter Grinnell, Providence, R. I., Died Sept. 13, 1836. 

IV. 1835. Edward Asa Raymond, Boston, Mass., " Aug. 2, 1864. 

XV. 1862. John W. Simons, New York, N. Y., " Oct. 22, 1888. 
XXIII. 1886. H. Wales Lines, Meriden, Conn. 
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GRAND RECORDERS. 



CONCLAVE. YEAR. NAME. STATE, ETC. REMARKS. 



I. 


I8I6. 


John James Loring, 


Boston, Mass., 


Died Oct. 


6, 


1856. 


III. 


1826. 


Oliver M. Lowndes, 


New York, N. Y., 








IV. 


1829. 


James Herring, 




" Oct. 


8, 


1867. 


VI. 


1835. 


Charles Gilman, 


Baltimore, Md., 


" Sept. 


9. 


1 861. 


XI. 


1850. 


Benjamin Brown French, 


Washington, D. C, 


" Aug. 


12, 


1870. 


XIV. 


1859. 


Samuel Gibson Risk, 


New Orleans, La., 


" Dec. 


24. 


1861. 


XV. 


1862. 


John Day Caldwell, 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 








XVIII. 


I87I. 


Theodore Sutton Parvin, 


Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 








XXIII. 


1886. 


William Bryan Isaacs, 


Richmond, Va. 
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GRAND PRELATES. 







APPOINTED 


SINCE 1856. 




CONCLAVE. YEAR. 


NAME. 


STATE, ETC. 


REMARKS. 


I. 


I8I6. 


Rev. Paul Dean, 


Boston, Mass., 


Died Oct. i, i860. 


III. 


1826. 


Gregory T. Bedell, 


Philadelphia, Pa., 




IV. 


1829. 


" Ezekial L. Bascomb, 


* * * Mass., 


" April 2, 1 841. 


V. 


1832. 


" Walter W. Wallace, 


Baltimore, Md., 




VI. 


1835. 


*' Paul Dean, 


Boston, Mass., 


" Oct. I, i860. 


VIII. 


I84I. 


" Robert Punshon, 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 


" Aug. T, 1848. 


IX. 


1844. 


" Albert Case, 


Charleston, S. C, 


** Dec. 29, 1877. 


X. 


1847. 


" Paul Dean, 


Boston, Mass., 




XIII. 


1856. 


*' James M. Willey, 


* * « * 




XIV. 


1859. 


William D. Haley, 


Washington, D. C. 




XV. 


1862. 


" Robert McCurdy, 


Alexandria, Va. 




XVII. 


1868. 


" Joseph S. Evans, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 




XVIII. 


I87I. 


" T. R. Lambert, D. D., 


Charlestown, Mass. 




XIX. 


1874. 


" Jos. Crosby Waldo, 


New London, Conn. 




XX. 


1877. 


" Jno. V. Lewis, D. D., 


Washington, D. C. 




XXI. 


1880. 


*' C. F. Locke, D. D., 


Chicago, 111. 




XXII. 


1883. 


** George Chas. Betts, 


St. Louis, Mo., 




XXIII. 


1886. 


" John G Webster, 


Greenbush, N. Y., 


Died Sept. 27, 1887. 






*• Charles H. Hall, 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 




XXIV. 


1889. 


" Leighton Coleman, D. 


D., Wilmington, Del. 




XXV. 


1892 


** Joseph M. McGrath, 


Morgan Park, 111. 
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GRAND STANDARD BEARERS. 



CONCLAVE. YEAR. 


NAME. 


STATE, ETC. 


REMARKS. 


I. 


1816. 


John Snow, 


Providence, R. I., 


Died May 16, 1852. 


II. 


I8I9. 


Jonathan Schieffelin, 


New York, N. Y., 


(1 __ 


III. 


1826. 


James Eyland, 


Charleston, S. C.,. 


" Sept. 22, 1835. 


IV. 


1829. 


Alex. R. McConnell, 


New Orleans, La., 




V. 


1832. 


Ezra Griswold, 


* * * Ohio, 




VI. 


1835- 


Robert Smith, 


Portsmouth, N. Y., 


" Dec. — , 1867. 


VII. 


1838. 


Ezra S. Barnum, 


Utica, N. Y., 


•* Feb. 20, 1868. 


IX. 


1844. 


Joel G. Candee, 


New York, N. Y. 




X. 


1847. 


William T. Gould, 


Augusta, Ga. 




XI. 


1850. 


David S. Goodloe, 


Lexington Ky. 




XII. 


1853. 


W illiam Field, 


Pawtucket, R. I., 


" Dec. 27, 1869. 


XIII. 


1856. 


Abner Bourne Thompson, 


Brunswick, Me., 


Aug. 4, 187 1. 


XV. 


1862. 


John Q. A. Fellows, 


New Orleans, La. 




XVI. 


1865. 


William Coleman Munger, 


Louisville, Ky., 


•* Feb. 5, 1874. 


XVII. 


1868. 


Alfred Creigh, 


Washington, Pa. 




XVIII. 


1871. 


William Wallace Goodwin, 


Camden, N. J. 




XIX. 


1874. 


Joseph Potts Hornor, 


New Orleans, La. 




XX. 


1877. 


John Wesley Woodhull, 


Milwaukee, Wis. 




XXI. 


1880. 


Hiram T. Graves, 


San Francisco, Cal. 




XXII. 


1883. 


Henry Bates Stoddard, 


Bryan, Texas. 




XXIII. 


1886. 


John R. Parson, 


St. Louis, Mo. 




XXIV. 


1889. 


George M. Moulton, 


Chicago, 111. 




XXV. 


1892. 


W. B. Melish, 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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GRAND SWORD BEARERS. 



CONCLAVE. YEAR. 


NAME. 


STATE, ETC. 


REMARKS. 


I. 


I8I6. 


Jonathan Schieffelin, 


New York. N. Y., 


Died , . 


II. 


I8I9. 


, Ebenezer Wadsworth, 


Nassau, N. Y., 


(1 


III. 


1826. 


Thomas Hubbard, 


Pomfret, Conn., 




IV. 


1829. 


Ezra Griswold, 


* .* Ohio, 


II ______ 


V. 


1832. 


Jacob Amee, 


Boston, Mass., 




VI. 


1835- 


Simmon Wiggins Robinson, 




" Oct. 16, 1868. 


VII. 


1838. 


Christian G. Peters, 


Baltimore, Md. 




VIII. 


I84I. 


Joel G. Candee, 


New York, N. Y. 




IX. 


1844. 


Charles W. Moore, 


Boston, Mass., 


" Dec. 12, 1873. 


X. 


1847- 


William Field, 


Pawtucket, R. I., 


" 27, 1869. 


XII. 


1853. 


David Clark, 


Hartford, Conn., 


•* Oct. — , 1889. 


XIII. 


1856. 


Willis Pierson Coleman, 


New Orleans, La., 


(( _____ ___ 


XIV. 


1858. 


Robert M. Henderson. 


Lexington, Ky. 




XV. 


1862. 


James Stirratt, 


Baltimore, Md., 


" Nov. I, 1864. 


XVI. 


1865. 


Ezra L. Stevens, 


Washington. D. C. 




XVII. 


1868. 


William Barrett, 


Nashua, N. H. 




XVIII. 


I87I. 


Charles R. Woodruff, 


Louisville, Ky. 




XIX. 


1874. 


John Henry Brown, 


Wyandotte, Kan. 




XX. 


1877. 


Charles William Carter. 


Norwich, Conn. 




XXI. 


1880. 


Henry Bates Stoddard, 


Bryan, Texas. 




XXII. 


1883. 


John R. Parson, 


St. Louis, Mo. 




XXIII. 


2886. 


Nicholas Van Slyck, 


Providence, R I. 


*' Mar. 3, 1892. 


XXIV. 


1889. 


Myron M. Parker, 


Washington, D. C. 




XXV. 


1892. 


Geo. C. Connor, 


Chattanooga. Tenn. 
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GRAND WARDERS. 



CONCLAVE. YEAR. 


NAME. 


STATE, ETC. 


REMARKS. 


I. 


1816. 


Thomas Lowndes, 


New York, N. Y., 


pied — , . 


III. 


1826. 


Isaac W. Hubbard, 


Windsor, Vt. 




IV. 


1829. 


George W. Haller, 


Washington, D. C, 




V. 


1832. 


Alex. E. McConnell, 


New Orleana, La,, 




VI. 


1835. 


Amherst D. Scovell, 


Colchester, Conn., 


" Sept. 6, 1837. 


VII. 


1838. 


Simon W. Robinson. 


Boston, Mass., 


Oct. 16, 1868. 


XII. 


1853. 


Albert J. Mackey, 


Charleston, S. C. 




XIII. 


185^^. 


Ira Ash Wood Buck, 


Aurora, 111. 




XIV. 


1859. 


Nathaniel P. Jacobs, 


Detroit, Mich., 


" April 3, 1874. 


XV. 


1862. 


Jeremiah L. Hutchinson, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 




XVI. 


1865. 


George W. Prescott, 


St. Paul, Minn. 




xVii. 


1868. 


Thomas W. Chandler, 


Atlanta, Ga. 




XVIII. 


I87I. 


Russell Smith Taft, 


Burlington, Vt. 




XIX. 


1874. 


Joseph Warren Fellows, 


Manchester, N. H. 




XX. 


1877. 


Orrin Welch, 


Syracu.'^e, N. Y., 


" Mar. 21, 1878. 


XXI. 


1880. 


Jerome B. Borden, 


New Brunswick, N. J. 




XXII. 


1883. 


Nicholas Van Slyck, 


Providence, R. I. 


" Mar. 3, 1892. 


XXIII. 


1886. 


Nicholas R. Ruckle, 


Indianapolis, Ind. 




XXIV. 


1889. 


Henry M. Aiken, 


Knoxville, Tenn. 




XXV. 


1892. 


Horace M. Orahood, 


Denver, Col. 
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GRAND (SENTINELS) CAPTAINS OF THE GUARD. 



CONCLAVE. YEAR. 


NAME. 


STATE, ETC. 




PLACE OF 












HOLDING CONCLAVE. 




I8I6. 




* 




New York. 


II. 


I8I9. 


4c 4: 4: 4c 4t 


* 






III. 


1826. 


G Lansing, 


* * * 


* 




IV. 


1829. 










V. 


1832. 


Henry Lusby, 


« * * 


* 


Baltimore. 


VI. 


1835 


Thomas Shields, 


* * * 


* 


Washington. 


VII. 


1838. 


William C. Martin, 


* * * 


* 


Boston. 


VIII. 


I84I. 


William Boendmam, 


* m * 


* 


New York. 


IX. 


1844. 


Isaac Tuttle, 


* * * 


* 


New Haven. 


X. 


1847. 


James T. Donahoo, 


* * * 


* 


Columbus. 


XI. 


1850. 


H. H. Tuttle, 


* « * 




Boston. 


XII. 


1853- 


D. D. Richardson, 


* * * 


* 


Lexington. 


XIII. 


1856. 


Skinner, 


* * * 


* 


Hartford. 


XIV. 


1859. 


Andrew Mason, 


Chicagp, 111., 




Chicago. 


XV. 


1862. 


George Dowdmg, 


New York, N. Y., 




New York. 


XVI. 


1865. 


Joseph Benham Covert, 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 




Columbus. 


XVII. 


1868. 


R Elms, 


St. Louis, Mo., 




St. Louis. 


XVIII. 


1871. 


Stephen C. Bush, 


Baltimore, Md., 




Baltimore. 


XIX. 


1874. 


Thomas Cripps, 


New Orleans, La., 




New Orleans. 


XX. 


1877. 


Henry W. Bostwick, 


Covington, Ky., 




Cleveland. 


XXI. 


1880. 


Silas E. Sheldon, 


Topeka, Kan., 




Chicago. 


XXII. 


1883. 


Daniel Smith, 


Mobile, Ala., 




San Francisco. 


XXIII. 


1886. 


Edwin F. Warren, 


Nebraska City, Neb., 


St. Louis. 


XXIV. 


1889. 


Francis E. White, 


Plattsmouth. Neb., 




Washington. 


XXV. 


1892. 


John A.Sloan, 


St. Louis, 




Missouri. 
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OF THE 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT, 



August Qth, 1892. 



GRAND OFFICERS, i892-'95. 



M. E. Hugh McCurdy, Grand Master, Corunna, Michigan. 

R. E. Warren La Rue Thomas, Deputy Grand Master, Marysville, Ky. 

V. E. Reuben Hedly Lloyd, Grand Generalissimo, San Francisco, Cal. 

V. E. Henry B. Stoddard, Grand Captain-General, Bryan, Texas. 

V. E. Joseph M. McGrath, Grand Prelate, Morgan Park, Illinois. 

V. E. George M. Moulton, Grand Senior Warden, Chicago, Illinois. 

V. E. Henry W. Rugg, Grand Junior Warden, Providence, R. 1. 

V. E. H. Wales Lines, Grand Treasurer, Meriden, Connecticut. 

V. E. William Bryan Isaacs, Grand Recorder, Richmond, Virginia. 

V. E. W^ B. Melish, Grand Standard Bearer, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

V. E. George C. Connor, Grand Sword Bearer, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

V. E. Horace M. Orahood, Grand Warder, Denver, Colorado. 

V. E. John A. Sloan, Grand Captain of Guard, St. Louis, Missouri. 
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List of Members. 



COMMITTEE ON. JURISPRUDENCE. 

M. E. James H. Hopkins, Washington, D. C. 

M. E. J. Q. A. Fellows, New Orleans, La. 

R. E. John C. Smith, Chicago, Ills. 

R. E. F. J. S. GoRGAS, Baltimore, Md. 

R. E. John Frizzell, Nashville, Tennessee. 

R. E. Logan H. Roots, Little Rock, Arkansas. 

GRAND COMMANDERIES. 

ALABAMA. 

John A. McKinnon, Grand Commander, Selma. 

Charles Wheelock, Deputy Grand Commander, Birmingham. 

Wm. A. Long, Grand Generalissimo, Mobile. 

Charles Hann, Grand Captain General, Montgomery. 



Charles E. Rosenbaum, Grand Commander, Little Rock. 
Samuel W. Williams, Deputy Grand Commander, Little Rock. 
Wm. M. Mellette, Grand Generalissimo, Fort Smith. 
Geo. P. Taylor, Grand Captain-General, Forrest City. 



James H. Van Hoose, Fayetteville. Philip D. McCuUoch, Hot Springs. 
Wm. H. H. Clayton. Fort Smith. Geo. L. Kimball, Dardanelle. 



past grand commanders. 



Joseph H. Johnson, Talladega. 
John G. Smith, Birmingham. 
Wm. S. Foster, Mobile. 
Daniel Smith, Mobile. 



James T. Holtzclaw, Montgomery. 
John D. Wilkins, Blockton. 
Henry C. Davidson, Montgomery. 
Wm. A. Alexander, Mobile. 



ARKANSAS. 



past grand commanders. 



Alfred A. Tufts, Camden. 
Benj. F. Atkinson, Fort Smith. 
John D. Adams, Little Rock. 



Logan H. Roots, Little Rock. 
Wm. K. Ramsey, Camden. 
Charles N. Rix, Hot Spring^. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

Jacob H. Neff, Grand Commander, Colfax. 
Wm. Vanderhurst, Deputy Grand Commander, Salina. 
Frank W. Sumner, Grand Generalissimo, San Francisco. 
Edward S. Lippitt, Grand Captain General,- Petaluma. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



Wm. C. Belcher, San Francisco. 
Henry H. Rees, not known. 
Wm. M. Rundell, Hornitos. 
Wm. Franklin Knox, Sacramento. 
Fred. F. Barss, Placerville 
Thos. H. Caswell, San Francisco. 
Wm. A. Davies, San Francisco. 
Henry S. Orme, Los Angeles. 
Hiram T. Graves. San Francisco. 



Alfred A. Redington, Sacramento. 
Edward R Hedges, Stockton. 
Charles F. Loit, Oroville. 
Geo. C. Perkins, Oakland. 
Wm. M Peirie, Sacramento. 
Reuben H. Lloyd, San Francisco. 
Sam'l H. Wagener, San Jose. 
Geo. A. Johnson, San Francisco. 
Wm. O. Gould, San Francisco. 



COLORADO. 



Byron L. Carr, Grand Commander, Longmont. 
Alphonse A. Burnaud, Deputy Grand Commander, Leadville. 
Albert B McGaffey, Grand Generalissimo, Denver. 
Mortimer J. Lawrence, Grand Captain-General, Central City 



PAST Gl 

Henry M. Teller, Central City. 
Webster D. Anthony, Denver. 
Irving W. Stanton, Pueblo. 
Horace M. Orahood, Denver. 
James M. Stickler, Denver. 
Michael Spangler, Denver. 

George 



COMMANDERS. 

Michael H. Fitch, Pueblo. 
Roger W. Woodbury, Denver. 
James P. Maxwell; Boulder. 
Horace N. Banks, Pueblo. 
Aaron Gove, Denver. 
James H. Peabody. Canon City, 
an, Longmont. 



CONNECTICUT. 



Christian Schwartz, Grand Commander, South Norwalk. 
James B. Wildman, Deputy Grand Commander, Danbury. 
G. Herrick Wilson, Grand Generalissimo, Meriden. 
Hugh Stirling, Grand Captain-General, Bridgeport. 
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PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



Wtn. E. Sanford, New York, N. Y. 
Wm. R. Higbv, Bridgeport, N, Y. 
John W. Paul, New York, N. Y. 
P. St. M. Andrews, Norwich. 
W. W. Storey, Norwalk. 
Dan'l Calkins, East Lynne. 
John G. Root, Hartford. 
Henry Woodward, Middletown. 
H. Wales Lines, Meriden. 
Fred. H. Parmlee, New London. 
Charles W. Carter, Norwich. 

Costello Lippitt, 



Charies W. Skiff, Danbury. 
Nelson J. Welton, Waterbury. 
Augustus C. Golding, Norwalk. 
James H. Welsh, Danbury. 
Eli C. Birdsey, Meriden. 
Wm. E. Seeiey, Bridgeport. 
Fred. H. Waldron, New Haven. 
Charles E. Billings. Hartford. 
Charles B. Ware, New London. 
Fred. A. Spencer, Waterbury. 
Ira L. Gardiner, Middletown. 
Norwich. 



GEORGIA. 



Geo. W. Mcllhaney, Grand Commander, Columbus. 
W. P. Baldwin, Deputy Grand Commander, Macon. 
Jos. K. Orr, Grand Generalissimo, Columbus. 
Wm. H. Fleming, Grand Captain-General, Augusta. 



PAST GRA 

Allen S. Cutts, Americus. 
Sam'l P. Hamilton, Savannah. 
Wm. J. Pollard, Augusta. 
Charles R. Armstrong, Eastman. 
Wm. S. Rockwell, Savannah. 

Richard J. Nu 



D COMMANDERS. 

Wm. B. Young, Augusta. 
Thomas Ballantyne, Savannah. 
Charles T. Watson, Atlanta. 
James L. Fleming, Augusta. 
Azariah G. Howard, Atlanta. 
1, Savannah. 



ILLINOIS. 



Sylvester O. Spring, Grand Commander, Peoria. 

Charles G. Mac, Deputy Grand Commander, Mattoon. 

Harvey M. Hall, Grand Generalissimo, Olney. 

Henry H. Montgomery, Grand Captain-General, Carrollton. 
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PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



Wm. A. Turner, Chicago. 
Henry C. Ranney, Chicago. 
V. L. Hurlbut, Chicago. 
J. R. Govin, Decatur. 
J. M. Pearson, Godfrey. 
W. M. Eagan, Chicago. 
J. A. Hawley, Dixon. 
P. W. Barclay, Cairo. 
J. F. Nash, Ottawa. 
R. L. McKinley, Paris. 

J. E. 



C. M. Morse, Jacksonville. 
John C. Smith, Chicago. 
L. L. Munn, Freeport. 
Henry Turner, Chicago. 
James G. Elwood, Joliet. 
H. C. Clarke, Kankakee. 
John L. White, Bloomington. 
W. F. Bromfield, Chicago. 
Ed. S. Mulliner, Quincy. 
Geo. M. Moulton, Chicago. 
Dyas, Paris. 



INDIANA. 



Joseph A. Manning, Grand Commander, Michigan City. 
James B. Stafford, Deputy Grand Commander, La Fayette. 
Simeon S. Johnson, Grand Generalissimo, Jefferson ville. 
Charles W. Slick, Grand Captain-General, Mishawaka. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Thomas Newby, Santa Monica, Cal. Richard L. Wolsey, Chicago, 111, 
Edwin D. Palmer, Richmond. Walter Vail, Michigan City. 

Nicholas R. Ruckle, Indianapolis. Henry C. Adams, Indianapolis. 
Erville B. Bishop, Dayton, Ohio. Ephraim W. Patrick, Evansville. 
Augustus D Lynch, Washington, D.C. Geo. W. F. Kirk, Shelbyville. 
Alexander Thomas, Terre Haute. Reuben Peden, Knightstown. 
Henry G Thayer, Plymouth. Duncan T Bacon, Indianapolis. 

Samuel B. Sweet, Indianapolis. Henry H. Lancaster, La Fayette. 

Irvin B. Webber, Warsaw. 

IOWA. 

W. F. Cleveland, Grand Commander. Harlam. 
E. O. Soule, Deputy Grand Commander, Iowa Falls. 
W. I. Babb, Grand Generalis.simo, Mount Pleasant. 
D. W. Clements, Grand Captain- General, West Union. 
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PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



Theo. S Parvin, Cedar Rapids. 

R. B. Sherman, Waterloo. 

P. C Wright, Nashville, Tenn. 

E. A. Guilbert, Dubuque. 

Geo. B. Van Saun, Cedar Falls. 

H. S. Winslow, Newton. 

J. S. Jenkins, San Francisco, Cal. 

James A. 



H. W. Rothert, Cedar Bluffs. 
A. W. Daugherty, Dubuque. 
James Morton, Cedar Rapids. 
Wm. A. McGrew, Denver, Col. 
A R. Dewey, Washington. 
Clark Varnum, Chicago, Ills. 
Cyrus W. Eaton, Cedar Rapids. 
Guest, Burlington. 



KANSAS. 



Edward C. Culp, Grand Commander, Salina, 
Clark Gray, Deputy Grand Commander, Laurel. 
Alexander G. Robb, Grand Generalissimo, McPherson. 
Robert E. Torrington, Grand Captain-General, Emporia. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



John H. Brown, Kansas City. 
John M. Price, Atchison. 
Thomas J. Anderson, Top^ka. 
John L. Philbuck, Wyman, Neb. 
Silas E Sheldon, Topeka. 
Owen A. Bassett, Lawrence. 
Edwin D. Hillyer, Topeka. 
Dwight Bvington, Leavenworth. 
Andrew M. Callahan, Topeka. 

Winfield 



Sam'l R. Peters, Newton. 
Henry M. Waters, Independence. 
Jacob De Witt, Sa'ina. 
Burton E. Langdon, Louisville, Ky. 
Iic>«ry C. Cook, Vinita, Indian Ty. 
J. Jay "^i^k, Emporia. 
Theophife>^P. Rodgers, Topeka. 
Charles W. fi^t, Lawrence. 
Geo. W. Post. B^eloit. 
Corbett, Wichita. 



KENTUCKY. 



•Charles H. Fisk, Grand Commander, Covington. 
Thomas J. Flournoy, Deputy Grand Commander, Paducah. 
James D. Lewis, Grand Generalissimo, Bowling Green. 
Sam'l H. Stone, Grand Captain-General, Richmond. 
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PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Jacob Owen, Pilcher's Point, La. James E. Cantrell, Georgetown. 

Charles R. Woodruff. Louisville. Horace January, Marysville. 

Thos. H. Sherley, Louisville Martin H. Smith, Suffield, Conn. 

Benton E. Langdon, Louisville. James A. Battie, Louisville. 

Dan'l V. Johnson, Lexington. Wm. Ryan, Louisville. 

Wm. H. Warren, Lexington. Wm^. H. Meffert, Louisville. 

Jacob Swigert,^ Frankfort. Edward G. Hall, San Jose, Cal. 

John W. Pruett, Frankfort. Bernard G. Witt, Henderson. 

James M. Saffell, Frankfort. John G. Montgomery, Cynthiana. 

Henry Bostwick, Covington. Henry G. Sandifer, Danville. 
^ Warren La Rue Thomas, Marysville. 

LOUISIANA. 

Sam'l Alston, Grand Commander. New Orleans. 

Sam'l B. McCutcheon, Deputy Grand Commander, Shreveport. 

Erich Brand, Grand Generalissimo, New Orleans. 

Geo. Boning, Grand Captain-General, New Orleans. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

J. Q. A. Fellows, New Orleans. George Soule, New Orleans. 

Sam'l M. Todd, New Orleans. Wm. H. Chaffee, New Orleans. 

Joseph P. Horner, New Orleans. A. N. Cummings, New Orleans. 
John A. Stevenson, New Orleans. A. L. Abbott, New Orleans. 
Richard Lambert, New Orleans. A. H. De Pass. Shreveport. 
Joseph H. De Grange, New Orleans. John G. McWilliams, New Orleans. 
Sam'l Alston, New Orleans. A. G. Brice, New Orleans. 

Edward Baker, New Orleans. David R. Graham, New Orleans. 

Arthur Wm. Hyatt, New Orleans. D Alfred De Pass, New Orleans. 
Algernon S. Badger, New Orleans. 

MAINE. 

Thomas P. Shaw, Grand Commander Portland. 
Horace H. Burbank, Deputy Grand Commander, Saco. 
Wm. J. Landers, Grand Generalissimo, Gardiner. 
Frederick S. Walls, Grand Captain-General, Vinalhaven. 



Digitized by 



210 



List of Members. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



Charles H. McLellan, ^ath. 
John W. Ballow, Bath. 
Seth C. Gordon, Portland 
Augustus B. Farnham, Bangor. 
Josiah H. Drummond, Portland. 
Edward P. Burnham, Saco. 



Isaac S, Bangs, Waterville. 
John O Shaw, Bath. 
Wm. J. Burnham, Lewiston. 
Joseph A. Locke, Portland. 
Edwin M. Fuller, Bath. 
Arlington B. Marston, Bangor. 



MARYLAND. 

Stephen R. Mason, Grand Commander, Baltimore. 
Wm. H. Ruby, Deputy Grand Commander, Townson. 
Wm. H. Martin, Grand Generalissimo, Baltimore. 
Wm. H. Clark, Grand Captain-General, Baltimore. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



Charles H. Mann, Washington, D. C. Woodward Abrahams, Baltimore. 

Edward T. Schultz, Baltimore. Columbus C. Isaacs, Baltimore. 

Robert K. Martin, Baltimore. Charles W. Hatter, Baltimore. 

Ferdinand J. S. Gorgas, Baltimore. John A. C Kahler, Baltimore. 

George R. Coffroth, Baltimore. Charles McDonald, Jr., Baltimore. 

Christian B. Kleibacker, Baltimore. Alfred E. Booth, Baltimore. 

Wm. A. Hamway, Baltimore.. Henry S. Reese, Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 

Robert H. Chamberlain, Grand Commander, Worcester. 
Wm. H. H. Soule, Deputy Grand Commander, South Boston. 
Nathan S. Kimball, Grand Generalissimo, Haverhill. 
Charles C Fry, Grand Captain-Qeneral, Lynn. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 

Benj. Dean, South Boston. Geo. H. Burnham, Providence, R. I. 

Charlas A. Stott, Lowell. Edward P. Chapin, Springfield. 

Henry W. Rugg, Providence, R. I. Geo. H. Allen, Lynn. 

Nelson W. Aldrich. Providence, R. I. Ed. L. Freeman, Central Falls, R. I. 

Caleb Saunders, Lawrence. James Swords. Boston. 

Charles C. Hutchingson, Lowell. John P. Sanborn, Newport, R. I. 
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MICHIGAN. 

Jefferson S. Conover, Grand Commander, Cold Water. 
Henry L. Anthony, Deputy Grand Commander, Sturges. 
Charles H. Pomeroy, Grand Generalissimo, Bay City. 
Wm. E. Jewett, Grand Captain-General, Adrian. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



John Gilbert, Jr.. Ypsilanti 
Wm. P. Innes, Grand Rapids. 
L. R. Atwater, Grand Rapids. 
Benj. Porter, Jackson. 
Garra B Noble, Detroit. 
John H. Armstrong, Hillsdale. * 
Theron A. Flower, Pontiac. 
John L. Mitcfiell, Jackson. 
Oliver L. Spaulding, St. Johns. 
Ellery J. Garfield, Boston, Mass. 
Lemond H. Randall, Chicago, 111. 
Salmon S. Matthews, Pontiac. 
Sam»l C. Randall, Flint. 

^dward C. 



Hugh McCurdy, Corunna. 
HoUis F. Knapp, Jackson. 
Frank Henderson, Kalamazoo. 
Wm. B. Wilson, Detroit. 
Geo. W. Chandler, Detroit. 
Jesse E. Sapton, Grand Rapids. 
Heman N. Moore, Grand Rapids. 
R. Allen Hall, Wichita, Kan. 
Wm. S. Lawrence, Kalamazoo. 
Thomas H. Williams, Jackson. 
Charles P. Bigelow, Big Rapids. 
John A. Gerow, Detroit. 
Wm. G. Doty, Ann Arbor. 
Smith, Pontiac. 



MINNESOTA. 

T. W. Hugo, Grand Commander, Duluth. 
J. W. Nash, Deputy Grand Commander, Minneapolis. 
W. H. S. Wright. Grand Generalissimo, St. Paul. 
H. E. Whitney, Grand Captain-General, Fairibault. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



Geo. W. Prescot^ not known. 
James M. Cole, Winona. 
Henry L. Carver, St. Paul. 
B. H. Langley, Helena, Montana. 

D. A. Monfort, St. Paul. 

E. F. Dodge, Minneapolis. 
W. Lochren, Minneapolis. 
W. C. Williston, Red Wing. 

R. L. McCormick, Hay ward. Wis. 



L. Z. Rogers, Waterville. 
Wm. G. Bronson, Stillwater. 
A. M. Shuey, Minneapolis. 
W. D. Cornish, St. Paul. 
Henry Birkett, Austin. 
Thos. Montgomery, St. Paul. 
J. A. Schlener, Minneapolis. 
W. H. Sanborn, St. Paul. 
A. Z. Levering, Minneapolis. 



Milton E. Powell, Redwood Falls. 
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MISSISSIPPI. 



W. A. Bodenhamer, Grand Commander, Okolona. 
S. W. Ferguson, Deputy Grand Commander, Greenville. 
J. C. French, Grand Generalissimo, Natchez. 
Wm. Cross, Grand Captain-General, Greenville. 

PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



John K. Fulson, Water Valley. 
E. Geo. De Lap, Natchez. 
P. M. Savery, Tupelo. 
Gid. W. Cox, Columbus. 
Oliver Clifton. Jackson. 
Wm. G. Paxton, Vicksburg. 
Wm. G. Benbrook, Natchez. 



H. M. Romberger, Water Valley. 
W. P. Powler, Jackson, Tenn. 
John H. Gordon, Port Gibson, 
B A. Vaughan, Columbus. 
N. S Walker, Port Gibson. 
Frederic Speed, Vicksburg. 
J. J. Hayes, Vicksburg. . 



J. L. Power, Jackson. 



MISSOURI. 



David W. Wallace, Grand Commander, Independence. 
Charles S. Glaspell, Deputy Grand Commander, Trenton. 
Thos. R. Morrow, Grand Generalissimo, Kansas City. 
Leslie Orear, Grand Captain-General, Marshall. 



PAST GRAND COMMANDERS. 



James F. Aglar, St. Louis. John A. Sloan, St. Louis. 

John R. Parson, St. Louis. George F. Rogers, Hamilton. 

Carrol J Adkins, Condo, N. Dak. Joseph S Brown, St. Joseph. 

Sol. E. Waggoner, St. Louis. Eli H. Mix, Moberly. ' 

John D. Vincil, St. Louis. Allan McDowell, St. Louis. 

William G. Hall, St. Joseph. Robert McCulloch, S|. Louis. 

Francis J. Tygard. Butler. Walter J. Hilton, New York, N. Y. 
Noah H. Givan, Harrisonville. 

MONTANA. 

Carl T. Peterson, Grand Commander, Livingston. 
E. D. Aiken, Deputy Grand Commander, Butte. 
A. L. Babcock, Grand Generalissimo, Billings. 
E. D. Neill, Jr., Grand Captain General, Helena. 
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Report of Special Committee. 



The following report and memorials reached the Grand Recorder's 
office after the '* book of proceedings " had been placed in the hands 
of the binder : 

To the Grand Encampment of the United States : 

The Special Committee halving in charge so much of the address of • 
the Grand Master as relates to the death of Past Grand Master, M. E. Sir 
Charles Roome, Grand Junior Warden, V. E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, and 
other distinguished Sir Knights, respectfully present the following : 



Contemplating the subject of our appointment, we are somewhat like a 
company of pilgrims, who, in the course of their journey, have arrived at a 
boundless sea and have been compelled to encamp on its shores. During 
our journey, as we have passed through trials and dangers, or have mingled 
in scenes of joy and pleasure, we have learned first to endure, then to 
respect, and at last to form friendships one with another. As our stay has 
been prolonged, these friendships have grown stronger and warmer, until 
they have in many cases become almost a vital necessity of our existence, 
and their sundering seemed like tearing away our very heart-strings. But 
ever and anon, at intervals all too brief, we have seen one after another of 
our number, obeying a call that came to his ears alone, and apparently 
regardless of the wishes of companions and friends, embark in his little 
skiff, and spreading its tiny sail to the breeze, move slowly but steadily out 
upon the waters. We have watched with dimmed and tearful eyes the 
progress of the frail bark until it passed beyond the horizon, and then we 
have turned away, and the unspoken inquiry has been, *' who will be the 
next to receive the mysterious summons ? We have asked the earth, the 
sea, the stars, ** whither have our companions gone, and shall we meet 
them again ? But the stars have shone on with undiminished lustre, 
gazing placidly down upon us, giving no sign that they heard our question 
or even cared for our existence. The evening breeze as it passed through 
the tree-tops, gently ruffling the foliage till the rustle almost seemed like 



"Death loves a shining mark." 
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angel whispers, was the only answer from mother earth ; while the mur- 
murs of the rippling waves, as in rollicking glee they chased each other 
till they lashed the pebbly shore, was all that the sea deigned to reply. 
Earth and sea and stars alike have failed to solve the problem. But when 
courage had nearly failed and hope well-nigh forsaken us, we heard the 
soul-inspiring words of Him who spake as never man spake, " I am the 
resurrection and the life ; he that bfelieveth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live." 

The long roll of those who have obeyed the mysterious summons con- 
tains the name of no less than ninety-six honored and beloved Praters, one- 
half of whom were members of this Grand Encampment, and there is 
scarcely a single jurisdiction which has not one or more vacant chairs in its 
official circte. 

• All honors have been paid to the memosy of our departed Praters in the 
several jurisdictions where their pilgrimage of life was accomplished, and 
where their sterling worth and zealous ability received merited recognition. 
Having fought the good fight and exchanged the " cross " for the ** crown," 
the memory of these dear Praters should be to us a sacred heritage, inciting 
us to emulate their virtues, and persevere in the faith. 

Biographical sketches of two members of the Grand Encampment are 
herewith submitted. One had but a short time previous to his departure 
laid aside the emblem of supreme authority in the Order ; the other died 
in office, full knightly with his armor on." 

Your Committee respectfully recommend that the customary memorial 
pages, suitably inscribed, be set apart in our Proceedings, to the memory of 
all members of the Grand Encampment who have departed this life since 
the last Triennial Conclave. 



Courteously submitted, 



GEO. McGOWN, 
E. L. FREEMAN. 



THOMAS P. SHAW, 
TRUMAN B. HICKS, 
DANIEL S. GLIDDON, 



Committee* 
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M. E. SIR CHARLES ROOME, P. G. M. 



Charles Roome was born in the city of New York, on the 4th 
day of August, 18 12. After receiving a common- school education, 
he engaged in different occupations, until in the year 1837 he became 
a clerk in the office of the Manhattan Gas Company. With a view 
to advancement, he began the study of civil engineering, and in due 
time he became assistant engineer, then engineer, and finally presi- 
dent of the company in 1854, an office which he held until the com- 
pany was merged into the Consolidated Gas Company in 1884, when 
he was elected president of the "new corporation, and continued as 
such until January, 1886, when he became chairman of the board of 
managers, and held that office until removed by death. His long 
and faithful service brought with it substantial reward, and his name 
was known in connection with the manufacture of illuminating gas 
in all parts of the civilized world. 

In early life he was fired with military ambition, which resulted in 
his enlistment in Company " D,'* Seventh Regiment New York 
State Militia, and in less than five years he attained the rank of 
captain. In later years he was one of the founders of the veteran 
association of that famous regiment. 

During the Civil War he assisted in organizing and equipping the 
Thirty-seventh Regiment New York Volunteers, which he com- 
manded, as colonel, in the field, and **for faithful and meritorious 
services" was bre vetted brigadier- general of volunteers. 

He was a member of various military and other organizations, 
among them the Grand Army of the Republic, the Military Order of 
the Loyal Legion of the United States, the N^ York Historical 
Society, the St. Nicholas Society, of which he was once president; 
the American Institute, the Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen, 
and the various branches of the Masonic institution. 

It was in Masonry that General Roome was eminently distin- 
guished. Entering the Fraternity at a period beyond the meridian 
of life, he became so deeply interested in the institution, and applied 
himself to its service with such ardor and devotion, that its highest 
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honors were accorded to him, as will appear by the following 
remarkable record. 

He was initiated in Kane Lodge, No. 454, January 2, 1866. At 
the annual election in December of that year he was chosen Senior 
Warden. The following year he was elected Master, and served in 
that office during 1868, 1869, and 1870, and again in 1876. In the 
Grand Lodge of the State of New York he was appointed District 
Deputy Grand Master in 1870. The following year he was appointed 
Grand Marshal, and served as such until June, 1876. In 1878 he 
was elected Deputy Grand Master, and in 1879 he became Grand 



. He was exalted to the most sublime degree of Royal Arch Mason 
in Jerusalem Chapter, No. 8, May 4, 1866, and served as High 
Priest of the Chapter in 1882 and 1883. 

He received the degrees of Royal and Select Master in Adelphi 
Council, No. 7. 

He was created a Knight Templar in Coeur de Lion Commandery, 
No. 23, November 9, 1866 ; and from 1869 to 1871 he held the office 
of Eminent Commander. In 1869 he was elected Grand Sword- 
Bearer of the Grand Commandery of New York. The following 
year he was chosen Grand Junior Warden, and then by regular 
annual promotion he filled every intermediate station until, in 1875, 
he was elected Grand Commander. At the Triennial Conclave of 
this Grand Body, held at Chicago in 1880, he was elected Grand 
Generalissimo. In 1883, at San Francisco, he was elected Deputy 
Grand Master. January i, 1885, by reason of the absence of the 
Grand Master in the diplomatic service, Sir Knight Roome became 
acting Grand Master, and so continued until the Triennial Conclave 
at St. Louis in 1886, when he was elected Grand Master, "from which 
exalted position he retired, at Washington, D. C, 1889. His record 
as Grand Master forms a most important chapter in the history of 
the Grand Encampment, and is so recent as not to require extended 
reference thereto. 

In the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite he was an active worker as 
a member of the New York bodies. In 1872 he received the 
Honorarium of the Thirty-third and last degree in the Northern 



Master. 
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Jurisdiction. He was also an Emeritus Member of Honor of the 
Southern Jurisdiction. 

General Roome was a man of marked individuality. In person, 
erect, stalwart and commanding, he readily impressed one as a 
leader among men. Although a strict disciplinarian, his disposition 
was gentle and loving. High-minded and sincere, he scorned any- 
thing petty and mean, and in his intercourse with his fellows he was 
ever open, frank, and courteous. 

Honesty, integrity, and justice, tempered with mercy, were dis- 
tinguishing traits of his character. "Unsullied honor*' and " un- 
wearied .zeal in a brother's cause'' found in him a true exemplar. 
In the family circle he was kind and affectionate ; as a friend he was 
generous and true ; as a citizen he was patriotic and public-spirited ; 
and as a Christian he was reverent and sincere. His charities were 
many and without ostentation. In short, he was 



A true and brave and downright honest man ! 

He blew no trumpet in the market-place, 

Nor in the Church, with hypocritic face 

Supplied with cant the lack of grace. 

Loathing pretense, he did with cheerful will 

What others talked of, while their hands were still." 



His last illness, extending through months of suffering, was borne 
with true Christian fortitude, and his closing hours were cheered by 
the hopeful anticipation of that reward which the Great Captain of 
our Salvation has promised to those who conquer in His name. His 
death occurred June 28, 1890. 

The funeral services were held in St. Thomas' Episcopal church, 
of which General Roome had long been a member. The arrange- 
ments therefor, made in accordance with the known wishes of the 
deceased, were noted for their simplicity. The *' Lambskin " worn 
by the members of Kane Lodge was the only outward display. 
After the solemn services of the Church, the remains were conveyed 
to Greenwood Cemetery, where they were reverently returned to 



" Formed on the good old plan. 
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to mother earth, with the impressive Masonic burial service, feel- 
ingly rendered by the lodge in which was laid the foundation of his 
brilliant Masonic career. 

'* Heart, eyes, and hand, to dust are all consigned — 
It was his lot, for he was born of earth ; 
But the rich treasures of his master-mind 
Abide in Heav'n, for there they had their birth." 



George McGow^n. 
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V. E. SIR NICHOLAS VAN SLYCK, GRAND JUNIOR 

WARDEN. 

Nicholas Van Slyck was born in the village of White Plains, near 
Kinderhook, New York, on the •28th of July, 1829, and died on the 
3d day of March, 1892, in the city of Providence, R. I. He fitted 
for college in the schools of his native town, and in 1846 he entered 
the Sophomore class of Williams College, from which he graduated 
three years later. He studied law at Hudson, was admitted to the 
bar at Albany in 1850, and for five years thereafter he practiced his 
profession in the city of New York. In 1855 moved to Provi- 
dence, R. I., which henceforth he made his home. He soon attained 
an enviable place in the profession, built up a lucrative practice, and 
in 1874 was chosen city soHcitor, which office he held by regular 
annual election till his decease. 

He was colonel of the Providence Artillery in 1858, and at the 
breaking out of the Civil war went to the front as captain of Com- 
pany B, First Regiment Rhode Island Volunteers, returning with it 
at the expiration of its term of service. He was a member of the 
City Council from 1870 to 1874, when he was elected its president, 
and resigned the position to accept the office of city solicitor. He 
was for many years a member of the School Committee, being its. 
presiding officer for thirteen years. He was a representative in the 
General Assembly of Rhode Island in 1861, 1862 and 1875. 

He was made a Mason in What Cheer Lodge, Providence, Octo- 
ber 6, 1857, being its first initiate, and was elected Junior Warden in 
1859, Senior Warden in i860, Master in 1861. He filled the office 
of Deputy Grand Master in 1864 and again in 1872, and was Grand 
Master of Masons of the State of Rhode Island for the four years 
1873, 1874, 1875, 1876. 

He received the degrees of Capitular Masonry in Providence Royal 
Arch Chapter in 1861. He was Deputy Grand High Priest in 1882, 
1883, and Grand High Priest in 1884. He was created a Knight of 
the Temple in Calvary Commandery, Providence, in 1862; was 
Junior Warden in 1864, Generalissimo in 1870, and was elected Emi- 
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nent Commander in 1871, but declined to serve, as he had been 
elected Grand Commander of ihe Grand Commandery of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island, which position he filled for two years. He 
was chosen Grand Warder of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States in 1883, Grand Sword Bearer in 1886, Grand Junior Warden 
in 1889. He was received into the Ancient and Accepted Rite in 
i860, and in 1882 was crowned Honorary Thirty-third Degree in the 
Supreme Council Northern Jurisdiction. 

The foregoing brief sketch is a mere outline of our brother's life. 
A volume could be filled with his record as a successful lawyer, 
whose standing in the profession was second to none in the State ; 
and the fact that for eighteen years he was annually elected to the 
honorable and laborious position of city solicitor of the city of Provi- 
dence by a City Council in which those of a different political faith 
constituted a large majority, is a remarkable testimonial of his fidelity 
to the duties of the office, as well as to his ability to discharge in a 
satisfactory manner all its varied demands. His practice outside 
this public office was large and constantly increasing. He was of 
counsel in many of the more important cases that came before the 
Supreme Court of the State, and his advice was sought not merely 
by clients, but by his brethren of the profession. He never know- 
ingly deceived a client, or raised unfounded anticipations of a suc- 
cessful issue of his case. If, upon a careful examination, he decided 
*that his client was in the wrong, or had but a slight chance to win 
the suit, he frankly told him his opinion, and more than once abso- 
lutely refused to take a case that he did not believe was based upon 
wise and stable foundations. 

His patriotism was above all party ties. His motto was my 
country above all else. He was never a politician in the usual 
acceptation of that term. Though a strong and steadfast believer 
in the principles of one of the great political parties, he refused to 
be bound by partisan shackles, claiming and exercising the right to 
cast his vote as he thought would best subserve the highest interests 
of nation, state, or city. He believed it was the imperative duty of 
the civil authorities to furnish everything needful for the proper edu- 
cation of all the youth and children, and for nearly a score of years 
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he attested the sincerity of his convictions by his labors on the 
School Committee of the city of Providence. 

As a Mason, the esteem in which he was held by the brethren was 
shown not only by the fact that he was chosen to every office in 
their gift, but especially by the enthusiasm with which he was received • 
and welcomed at every gathering of the Fraternity. Well versed 
in Masonic jurisprudence, his advice and counsel were continually 
sought, and as freely and courteously given. The humblest member of 
the Craft, who desired his advice or sought his opinion, was cor- 
dially welcomed and patiently heard. Though crowded with pro- 
fessional and other business, he was ever ready to give his time for 
the benefit of the institution that held so warm a place in his heart. 
He was a member of many important committees in all the Masonic 
Bodies, and his services last year as chairman of the Committee of 
Arrangements of the Centennial Celebration of the Grand Lodge of 
Rhode Island will not soon be forgotten. He believed in and loved 
Masonry ; he modelled his daily life upon its principles and pre- 
cepts, and was a worthy exemplar of both. But it was as a Knight 
Templar that he was most widel}' known to the Praters throughout 
the length and breadth of this land. For more than twenty-five 
years he was a member of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island. From his first appearance in that Grand Body 
he possessed, in a remarkable degree, the confidence and esteem of 
his Fraters. This was shown by his election to the office of Grand 
Commander before he had been elected Commander of a Subordi- 
nate Commandery, and he was the only Sir Knight, so far as we have 
any knowledge, who was ever thus honored by that Grand Com- 
mandery. His record as a member and officer of this Grand 
Commandery is too well known to require an extended comment. 
Of cornmanding presence, with a clear and powerful voice, when he 
addressed the Sir Knights upon any question, he so impressed his 
audience with the honesty of his purpose, and set forth in such clear 
and vigorous language his ideas of what was the right course to pur- 
sue in the matter under discussion, as generally to carry conviction 
to the minds of those who were unbiased or unprejudiced. He was 
always courteous. and ready to give those who differed from him the 
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same privilege that he claimed for himself. If his brethren decided 
adversely to his opinions, he gracefully acquiesced in their decision^ 
and the matter was then ended, so far as he was concerned. He was 
a lover of harmony and unity, always striving to heal all difficulties 
and controversies, and was ever ready to waive his personal prefer- 
ences rather than to encourage or continue any discussion that might 
tend to foster strife or ill-feelings in the bosom of any Sir Knight. 
Genial and social, tender-hearted and sympathetic, always giving his 
influence on the side of good morals, and favoring every movement 
that had for its object the elevation of humanity, he was, as every 
one who knew him must admit, a true Christian gentleman, which is 
the highest ideal of a Knight of the valiant and magnanimous Order 
of the Temple. 

As a friend, he was true and loyal to the uttermost ; he was cau- 
tious in his selection of intimate friends ; courteous to all, not every 
acquaintance could gain his confidence or friendship, but his confi- 
dence bestowed, it was never withdrawn, except upon the most con- 
vincing proofs of the unworthiness of its recipient. He never 
forsook an old friend for the sake of making a new one. He scorned 
a mean man, no matter what his rank or station in life. He admired 
honesty and frankness wherever it was found. The man who was 
honored with his friendship, and to whom he opened his heart, 
found a wealth of affection and sympathy far beyond anything that 
he could have anticipated. 

On the 7th of March, with the simple but impressive ceremonies 
of the burial service which he had. helped to frame, all that was 
mortal of our brother was committed to the embrace of mother 
earth, there to repose until the resurrection morn-, when we are 
assured that the body shall be raised and become as incorruptible as 
the soul. As we turned away from the open grave we could truly 
say of the sleeper: 



Thy day has come, not gone ; 
Thy sun has risen, not set ; 
Thy life is now beyond 
The reach of death or change, 
Not ended, but begun, 

O noble soul ! O gentle heart ! hail and farewell.' 
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And since that time as we have thought of our friend, we can 
more fully than ever before enter into the spirit of and appreciate 
the sentiment contained in the lines, entitled, 



"the singing in god's acre." 



" Out yonder in the moonlight, wherein God*s acre lies, 
Go angels walking to and fro, singing their lullabies ; 
Their radiant wings are folded, and their eyes are bended low. 
As they sing among the beds whereon the flowers delight to grow — 



Sleep, oh, sleep ! 
The Shepherd guardeth His sheep ! 
Fast speedeth the night away ! 
Soon Cometh the glorious day ; 
Sleep, weary ones, while ye may, 

Sleep, oh, sleep ! 



The flowers within God's acre see that fair and wondrous sight. 
And hear the angels singing to the sleepers through the night ; 
And lo, throughout the hours of day those gentle flowers prolong 
The music of the angels in that tender slumber song — 



Sleep, oh, sleep ! 
The Shepherd loveth His sheep, 
He that guardeth His flock the best 
Hath folded them to his loving breast; 
So sleep ye now and take your rest. 

Sleep, oh, sleep ! 



From angel and from flower the years have learned that soothing song 
And with its heavenly music speed the days and nights along, 
So, through all time, whose flight the Shepherd's vigils glorify, 
God's acre slumbereth in the grace of that sweet lullaby : 



Sleep, oh, sleep ! 
The Shepherd loveth His sheep !' 
Fast speedeth the night away, 
Soon Cometh the glorious day, 
Sleep, weary ones, while ye may, 

Sleepf oh, sleep ! " 



E. L. Freeman. 
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